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THE 


Mr. DANIEL DE FOE. 


Pn IS gentleman acquired a 
very conſiderable name by his po- 
litical and poetical works ; his early 
attachment to the revolution inte- 
reſt, and the extraordinary zeal and 
ability with which he defended it, 
He became one of the moſt enter- 
priſing authors this, or any other, 
age ever produced. 


The work by which he is moſt 


diſtinguiſhed as a poet, is his True 


Born Engliſhman, a ſatire, occa- 
ſioned by a poem entitled Foreign- 
ers, written by John Tuchin, Eſq. 

Vor. I. B Soon 


„ 
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Soon after the revolution, the 
people, who are reſtleſs in their 
inclinations, and loath that to-day 
for which they would yeſterday 
have ſacrificed their lives, began 
to be uneaſy at the partiality their 
new King diſcovered to his coun- 
trymen. | 

The popular diſcontent roſe to 
ſuch a height, that King William 
was obliged to diſmiſs his Dutch 
guards ; and tho' he died in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the crown of England, 
yet it proved to him a crown of 
thorns, and he ſpent fewer peace- 
ful moments in his regal ſtation, 
than before his head was environ- 
ed with an uneaſy diadem. 

Mr. De Foe, who had a very 
true notion of civil liberty, enga- 
ged the enemies of the new go- 

vern- 


3 —-— 7 


MR. DANIEL DE FOE. 3 


vernment, and levelled the force 
of his ſatire againſt thoſe who va- 
lue themſelves for being true- born 
Engliſnmen. He expoſes the fal- 
lacy of that prepoſſeſſion, by lay- 
ing open the ſources from whence 
the Engliſh have ſprung. 

« Normans, Saxons, and Danes, 
ſays he, ** were our forefathers ; 
we are a mixed people ; we have 
no genuine origin ; and why ſhould 
not our neighbours be as good as 
we to derive from? And I muſt 
add, that had we been an unmixed 
nation, I am of opinion, it had 
been to our diſadvantage : for to 
go no further, we have three na- 
tions about us clear from mixture 
of blood, as any in the world, and 
I know not which of them we 
could wiſh ourſelves to be like; I 
B 2 mean 
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mean the Scotch, Welch, and I- 
riſh; and if I were to write a re- 
verſe to the Satire, I would exa- 
mine all the nations of Europe, and 
prove, that thoſe nations which 
are the moſt mixed, are the beſt, 


and have leaſt barbariſm and bru- 


tality amongſt them. 
Mr. De Foe begins his fatire 
with the following lines. 


Wherever God erects a houſe of pray'r, 
The devil always builds a chapel there: 
And *twill be found upon examination, 
The latter has the largeſt congregation. 


After paſſing a general cenſure 
-on the ſurrounding nations, Italy, 
Germany, France, &c. he then 
takes a view of England, which 
he charges with the black crime 
of ingratitude, He enumerates 


the 
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the ſeveral nations from whence 
we are derived, Gauls, Saxons, 
Danes, Iriſh, Scots, &c. and ſays, 


From this amphibious 1l1-born mob began, 
That vain, ill-natured thing, an Engliſhman, 


This ſatire, written in a rough, 
unpoliſhed manner, without art or 
regular plan, contains ſome very 
bold and maſculine ſtrokes againſt 
the ridiculous vanity of valuing 
ourſelves upon defcent and pedi- 

| gree. In the concluſion, he has 
the following ſtrong, and we fear 
too uſt, obſervation. 


Could but our anceſtors retrieve their fate,. 
And ſee their offspring thus degenerate ; 
How we contend for birth, and names unknown, 
And build on their paſt actions, not our own 3 
They'd cancel records, and their tombs deface, 
And openly diſown the vile degenerate race : 

B. 3 For 
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For fame of families 1s all a cheat, 
Tis pers'nal virtue only makes us great. 


The next fatire which De Foe 
wrote, was entitled Reformation 
of Manners, in which ſome pri- 
vate characters are ſeverely attack 
ed. It is chiefly aimed at ſome 
perſons, who being veſted with au- 
thority to ſuppreſs vice, yet ren- 
dered themſelves a diſgrace to their 
country, encouraging wickedneſs 
by that very authority they had to 
ſuppreſs it. 

Poetry was far from being the 
talent of De Foe. He wrote with 
more perſpicuity and ſtrength in 
proſe ; and he ſeems to have un- 
derſtood, as well as any man, the 
civil conſtitution of the kingdom, 
which indeed was his chief ſtudy. 

In 
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In the firſt volume of his works 
there is a proſe eſſay, which he 
entitles, The Original Power of 
the Collective Body of the Peo- 
ple of England, examined and 
aſſerted, This was intended to 
refute a yery ridiculous opinion, 
which politicians, more zealous 
than wiſe, had induſtrioufly pro- 
pagated, viz. That the repre- 
ſentatives of the people, f. e. the 
Houſe of Commons, had a right 
to enact whatever laws, and enter 
into whatever meaſures they pleaſe, 
without any dependence on, or e- 
ven conſulting the opinion of, 
their conſtituents; and that the 
collective body of the people have 
no right to call them to an ac- 
count, or to take any cognizance 
of their conduct.“ 

B 4 In 
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In anſwer to which, Mr. De 
Foe very ſenſibly obſerves, © that 
it is poſſible for even a Houſe of 
Commons to be in the wrong.— 
They may be miſled by factions 
and parties; and it is as ridiculous 
to ſuppoſe them infallible, as to 
fuppoſe the pope of Rome, or the 
popiſh conclave infallible, which 
have more than once determined 
againſt one another. 

It is poſſible (ſays he) for them 
to be bribed by penſions and pla- 
ces, and by either of thoſe ex- 
tremes to betray their truſt, and a- 
buſe the people who entruſt them ; 
and if the people ſhould have no 
redreſs in ſuch a caſe, then would 
the nation be in hazard of being 
ruined by their own repreſentatives. 
And it is a wonder to find it aſ- 


ſerted 
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ſerted in a certain treatiſe, That it 
is not to be ſuppoſed, that ever the 
Houſe of Commons can injure the 
people who entruſt them. 

There can be no better way 
to demonſtrate the poſſibility of a 
thing, than by proving that it has 
been done already; and we need 
go no further back than to the 
reign of King Charles II. in which 
we have ſeen liſts of 180 members 
who received private penſions from 
the court; and if: any body ſhould 
aſk, whether that parliament pre- 
ſerved the balance of power in the 
three branches of our conſtitution, . 
in. the due diſtribution ſome have 
mentioned? I am not aſraid to an- 
fwer in the negative. 

And why, even to this day, 
are gentlemen ſo fond of ſpending 
their eſtates to fit in the Houſe, 

B 5. that 
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that ten thouſand pounds have been 
{pent at a time, to be choſen ; and 
now that way of procuring elec- 
tions 1s at an end, private bribes, 
and clandeſtine contrivances, are 
made uſe of to get into the Houſe ? 

No man would give a groat 
to ſit, where he cannot get a groat 
for ſitting, unleſs there were either 
parties to gratify, profits to be 
made, or intereſt to ſupport. In 
this caſe it is plain, a people may 
be ruined by their repreſentatives, 
and the firſt law of nature, ſelf- 
preſervation, gives the people a 
right to reſent public encroach- 
ments upon their valuable liber- 
ties.” 

In the ſame volume is a tract, 
entitled, The Shorteſt Way with 
the Diſſenters, which contained 
reflec- 
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reflections againſt ſome eccleſiaſtics 
in power, for breathing too much 
a ſpirit of perſecution. He be- 
came obnoxious to the Miniſtry 
on this account, and was obliged 
to juſtify himſelf, by writing an 
explanation of it. 

Mr. De Foe, in his preface to 
the ſecond volume of his works, 
takes occaſion to mention the ſe- 
vere hardſhips he laboured under, 
occaſioned by thoſe printers who 
make a practice of pirating every 
work of his attended with ſucceſs. 

As an inſtance of this kind of 
oppreſſion, he mentions the True- 
born Engliſhman, by which, had 
he enjoyed the full profit of his 
own labours, he muſt have gained 
a thouſand pounds ; for beſides 
aine editions which paſſed under 
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his own inſpection, this poem was 
twelve times pirated ; but the in- 
ſolence of thoſe fraudulent dealers 
did not ſtop here. A printer of a 
bad reputation collected a ſpurious 
and erroneous copy of ſeveral of 
De Foe's pieces, and entitled them 
The Works of the Author of the 
True-born Engliſhman ; and tho' 
he was then embroiled with the 
government for one of the pamph- 
lets which this collection contain- 
ed, yet had this man the impu- 
dence to print amongſt them the 
ſame pamphlet, preſuming ſo far 
upon the partiality of the public 
reſentment, that he ſhould paſs 
with impunity for publiſhing that 
very thing for which the author 
was to be proſecuted witt he ut- 
moſt ſeverity. 


This, 
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This, however, was an irreſiſti- 
ble teſtimony, that the reſentment 
ſhewn to the author was on ſome 
other and leſs juſtifiable account, 
than the publication of that book; 
ſo was it a ſevere ſatire on the un- 
warineſs of the miniſtry, who had 
not eyes to diſcern their juſtice 
plainly expoſed, and their general 
proceedings bantered by a printer, 
for publiſhing in defiance of them 
that ſame book for which another 
man ſtood arraigned. 

Mr. De Foe, who poſſeſſed a 
reſolute temper, and a moſt con- 
firmed fortitude of mind, was ne- 
ver awed by the threats of power, 
nor deterred from ſpeaking truth 
by the inſolence of the great.— 
Wherever he found vice he laſhed 
it, and frequently, as Pope ſays, 
Daſh'd 
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Daſh'd the proud gam'fter from his gilded car, 
Bar'd the mean breaſt that lurk'd beneath a ſtar, 


For ſome vigorous attacks a- 
gainſt the meaſures of a prevailing 
party, which Mr. De Foe reckon- 
ed unconſtitutional and unjuft, he 
was profecuted, and received ſen- 
tence to ſtand on the pillory ; 
which puniſhment he underwent. 

At the very time he was in the 


hands of the miniſtry, to ſhow the 


invincible force of his mind, he 
wrote a Hymn to the Pillory, a 
kind of defiance to their power. 
«© The reader (ſays he) is deſired 
to obſerve, this poem was the au- 
thor's declaration, even when in 
the cruel hands of a mercileſs as 
well as unjuſt miniſtry, that the 
treatment he had from them was 
unjuſt, 
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MR. DANIEL DE FOE. 15 
unjuſt, exorbitant, and conſequent- 
ly illegal.” 

As the miniſtry did not think 
proper to proſecute him for this 
freſh inſult againſt them, that for- 
bearance was conſtrued a confeſ- 
ſion of guilt in their former pro- 
ceedings. 

In the ſecond volume of our au- 
thor's works, is a piece entitled, 
More Reformation, a ſatire upon 
himſelf. We have already taken 
notice of a ſatire of his called Re- 
formation of Manners, in which 
ſome perſonal characters are ſtig- 
matized, which drew much odium 
on Mr. De Foe. This ſatire call- 
ed More Reformation, is a kind of 
ſupplement to the former. In the 
preface he complains of the ſevere 
uſage he had met with, but, ſays 

he, 
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he, „that the world may diſcern 
that I am not one of thoſe who i 
practiſe what they reprove, I be- * 
gan this ſatire with owning in f 
myſelf thoſe ſins and misfortunes 
which I am no more exempted 


n 1 
from than other men; and as I a 
am far from pretending to be free 4 


from human frailties, but forward- 
er to confeſs any of the errors of 
my life, than any man can be to ac- 
cuſe me, I think myſelf in a better 
way to reformation than thoſe who 
excuſe their own faults by reckon- 
ing up mine. 

* Some that have heard me com- 
plain of this hard uſage, have told 
me, there is ſomething of a retali- 
ation of providence in it, for my 

being ſo very free with the charac- 
ters of other men in a late ſatire 
called 
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MR. DANIEL DE FOE. 17 
called The Reformation of Man- 
ners. To this I anſwer, firſt, in 
that ſatire, or any other I ever 
wrote, I have always carefully a- 
voided laſhing any man's private 
infirmities, as being too ſenſible of 
my own ; but if I have ſingled out 
any man by character, it has either 
been ſuch, as intending to reform 
others, and execute the laws a- 
gainſt vice, have been the greateſt 
examples and encouragers of it in 
their own practice; or ſuch as have 
been entruſted with the executive 
power of juſtice, and having been 
called upon by the laws to reform 
us, have been a public reproach to 
the magiſtracy of this nation, and 
ought to be puniſhed by the laws 

they have been protected by. 
„ Secondly, I have never made 
9 
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any man's diſaſters or misfortunes 
the ſubject of my ſatire. I never 
reproached any man for having his 
houſe burnt, ſhips caſt away, or 
his family ruined. I never lam- 
pooned a man becauſe he could not 
pay his debts, or for his being a 
cuckold. 

« Thirdly, I never reproached 
any man for his opinion in reli- 
gion, or eſteemed him the worſe 
for differing in opinion from me. 

4 If, therefore, the ſcandalous 
treatment I have received is juſt on 
me, for abufing others, I muſt aſk 
ſuch, who is the man ? Where is 
the character I have given that is 
not juſt? And where is the reta- 
liation of Providence, that theſe 
men entitle themſelves to in load- 
ing me with falſities and lies, as a 
juſt 
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juſt puniſhment for my ſpeaking 
truth ? 

But, p-x on him, ſaid a certain 
ſober gentleman, he is a Whig, and 
what need he have meddled with 
his own party, could not he have 
left them out, there were charac- 
ters enough on the other ſide ? 

«© Why really, I muſt own, I 
know no Whig or Tory in vice; 
the vicious and the virtuous are 
the only two parties I have to do 
with ; if a vicious, lewd, debauch- 
ed magiſtrate happened to be a 
Whig, what then ? let him mend 
his manners, and he may be a 
Whig ſtill; and if not, the reſt 
ought to be aſhamed of him.” 

We have been induced to make 
this Extract, as it ſeems to ſhew 
the genius and ſpirit of the author 


1 
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in a more advantageous light than 
we could have otherwiſe done. — 
Though he was a reſolute aſſerter 
of Whig principles, and a cham- 
pion for the cauſe of Liberty, yet 
was he never blinded by party pre- 
judice, but could diſcern deſign- 
ing and ſelfiſh men, and ſtrip them 
of their diſguiſes, though joined. 
with him in the ſame political 
conteſts. | 

There are in the fame volume, 
many other poetical pieces, and 
political and polemical tracts, the 
greateſt part of which are written 
with great force of thought, tho 
in an unpoliſhed, irregular ſtile. 
The natural abilities of the author 
ſeem to have been very high. He 
had a great knowledge of men and 
things, particularly what related to 


the. 
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the government and trade of theſe 
kingdoms. He wrote many pam- 
palets on both, which were well 
received, tho' his name was never 
prefixed. His imagination was fer- 
tile, ſtrong, and lively, as may be 
collected from his many works of 
fancy, particularly his Robinſon 
Cruſoe, which was written in ſo 
natural a manner, and with ſo ma- 
ny probable incidents, that, for 
ſome time after its publication, it 
was judged by moſt people to be a 
true ſtory. It was indeed written 
upon a model entirely new, and 
the ſucceſs and eſteem it has met 
with, may be aſcertained by the 
many editions it has had. Nor was 
he leſs remarkable in his writings 
of a ſerious and religious turn, 
witneſs his Religious Courtſhip, 

and 
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and his Family Inſtructor; both 
of which ſtrongly inculcate the 
worſhip of God, the relative du- 
ties of huſbands, wives, parents, 
and children; not in a dry, dog- 
matic manner, but in a kind of 
dramatic way, which excites cu- 
rioſity, keeps the attention awake, 
and 1s extremely intereſting and 
pathetic. 

We have already ſeen, that in 
his political capacity he was a de- 
clared enemy to popery, and a bold 
defender of revolution principles. 
He was held in much eſteem by 
many great men, and though he 
never enjoyed any regular poſt un- 
der the government, yet he was 
frequently employed in matters of 
truſt and confidence, particularly 
in Scotland, where he ſeveral times 


was 
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was ſent on affairs of great import- 
ance, eſpecially thoſe relative to 
the Union of the Kingdoms, of 
which he was one of the negotia- 
tors. 1 

It is impoſſible to arrive at the 
knowledge of half the productions 
of this ingenious man, as he never 
put his name to any. However, 
it is now well known the follow- 
ing agreeable works are a part of 
his performances. 

Hiſtory of Robinſon Cruſoe. 
Voyage round the World by a 
Courſe never failed before. De- 
ſcribing the manners of the Chi- 
lian Indians, a people till then en- 
tirely unknown to the Europeans. 

Life and Adventures of Captain 
Singleton, | 
Life 
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Life of Roxana; or, The For- 
tunate Miſtreſs. 

Life of Letitia Atkins; or, Moll 
Flanders. 

Life of Colonel Jack. 

Hiſtory of the great Plague in 
London. 

Religious Courtſhip. 

Family Inſtructor. 

Hiſtory of Apparitions. 

Political Hiſtory of the Devil. 

Hiſtory of Magic. 

With many others, that are only 
to be met with in the libraries of 
the curious. 

Conſidered as a poet, Daniel De 
Foe is not ſo eminent as in a poli- 
tical light: he has taken no pains 
in verſification; his ideas are maſ- 
culine, his expreſſions coarſe, and 
his numbers generally rough. — 


He 
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He ſeems rather to have ſtudied to 
ſpeak truth, by probing wounds 
to the bottom, than, by embel- 
lithing his verification, to give it 
a more elegant keenneſs. This, 
however, ſeems to have proceeded 
more from careletIneſs in that par- 
ticular, than want of ability : for 
the lines in his True Born Engliſh- 
man, in which he makes Britannia 
rehearſe the praiſes of her hero, 
King William, are harmoniouſly 
beautiful, and elegantly poliſhed. 
What provocation De Foe had 
given to Pope we cannot deter- 
mine, but he has not eſcaped the 
laſh of that gentleman's pen. Mr. 
Pope in his ſecond book of his 
Dunciad thus ſpeaks of him. 


Earleſs on high ſtood unabaſh'd De Foe, 
And Tutchin flagrant from the ſcourge below 
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It may be remarked that he has 
Joined him with Tutchin, a man, 
whom judge Jeffries had ordered 
to be ſo inhumanly whipt through 
the market towns, that he petiti- 
oned the King to be hanged. This 
ſeverity ſoured his temper, and 
after the depoſition and death of 
King James, he indulged his re- 
ſentment in inſulting his memory. 

This may be the reaſon why Pope 
has ſtigmatized him, and perhaps 
no better a one can be given for 
his attacking De Foe, whom the 
author of the Notes to the Dunciad 
owns to have been a man of parts. 
De Foe can never, with any 
propriety, be ranked amonſt the 
dunces; for whoever reads his 
works with candour and imparti- 
ality, muſt be convinced that he 

was 
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MR. DANIEL DE FOE, 2; 
was a man of the ſtrongeſt natural 
powers, a lively imagination, and 
ſolid judgement, which, joined 
with an unſhaken probity in his 
moral conduct, and an invincible 
integrity in his political ſphere, 
ought not only to ſcreen him from 
the petulant attacks of ſatire, but 
tranſmit his name with applauſe 
to poſterity. 

De Foe, who always enjoyed a 
competence, and was ſeldom ſub- 
ject to the neceſſities of the poets, 
died at his houſe at Iflington, in 
the year 1731. He left behind 
him one ſon and one daughter. 
The latter was married to Mr. 
Henry Baker, a gentleman well 
known in the philoſophical world. 


e The 


The Reader is deſired to obſerve, in this work. 
25 in all his other writings, Mr. Daniel De Foe 
ever Choſe to conceal his name, and left it to the 
public to diſcover the author. For his genius 
was ſo extremely prolific, and his imagination ſo 
hvely, that in every deſcription of adventures, 
in any of his works of fancy, both by ſea and 
land, he adhered ſo cloſely to nature, that no one 
had the leaſt ſuſpicion of their being merely inven- 
tion, but founded upon real truths ; until Mr. 
Shiells, the writer of his life, which 1s here pre- 
fixed, and never before publiſhed in any ot his 
works, gave a catalogue of his writings, as far 
as he could collect, and which is confirmed, con- 
cerning the preſent work, as a fiction, by the in- 
genious Mr. Forſter, in his Voyages and Diſcove- 
Ties in the North, printed in 1786, where he ſays, 
ſpeaking of a pretended diſcovery made by a Spa- 
niſh Admiral, Bartholomew de Fonte, Indeed 
he would make ſuch a figure in this work as an 
extract of twenty pages from the well-known Da- 
niel De Foe's Voyage round the World, by a 
courſe never ſailed before, would, when blended 
with the genuine materials for hiſtory gathered 
from ſtate-papers, or with a collection of authen- 
tic records.“ 

The above extract is taken only to prove, that 


Captain Forſter had a high opinion of Mr. Da- 


niel De Foe's abilities as a writer of fiction. 
And to this opinion every one will readily concur. 


The EDITOR. 


P. S. Since the above Mr. Sbiells, Mr. Paul M itebead, 
author of a Poem entitled Manners, a Satire, diſcovered anotber 
auer of Mr. De Foe— Memoirs, Travels, and Adweantures 7. a 
Cavalier, of which a new edition bas been lately publiſbe by 
F. NoBLE, in three volumes, price nine ſhillings bound. 


IN- 


T has for ſome ages been 

thought ſo wonderful an en- 
terpriſe to fail round the globe, 
that when a man has performed 
this mighty exploit, he preſently 
thinks it deſerves to be recorded 
in print, no leſs than that of the 
firtt adventurers. So as ſoon as 
men have acted the failor, they 
come a-ſho:e and write books of 
their voyage, not only to make a 
parade of what they have done 
themſelves, but, pretending to ſhow 
the way to others who may come 
after them, ſet up for teachers and 
chart makers to poſterity. Though 
moſt of them have had this mis- 
fortune, that whatever ſucceſs they 
C 3 have 
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have had in the voyage, they have 
had very little in the relation ; ex- 
cept it be to tell us, that a ſeamen 
when he comes to the preſs, is 
pretty much out of his element, 
and that a very good ſailor may 
make but a very indifferent author. 
I do not in this, leſſen the merit 
of thoſe gentlemen who have made 
ſuch a long voyage, as that round 
the world; but I muſt be allow- 
cd to ſay, as the way is now a 
common road, the reaſon of it 
/ thoroughly known, and the occa- 
ſion of it more frequent than in 
former times; the world has done 
wondering at it. We no more 
look upon it as a mighty affair, a 
ſtrange and marvelous undertaking. 
This cannot be now expected of 
us, the circumſtance is made fa- 
miliar, every ordinary ſailor is able 
to do it, if his merchants are but 
qualified to furniſh him for ſo long 
a voyage; and he that can carry a 
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ſhip to Liſbon, may with the fame 
eaſe carry it round the world. 

Some tell us, it is enough to 
wonder at a thing nine days; one 
would reaſonably then conclude, 
that it is enough that failing round 
the world has been wondered at 
above a hundred years: I ſhall 
therefore let the reader know, that 
it is not the rarity of going round 
the world that has occaſioned this 
publication; but it ſome inci- 
dents have happened in ſuch a voy- 
age, as either have not happened 
to others, or as no other people, 
though performing the ſame voy- 
age, have taken notice of, then this 
account may be worth publiſhing, 
though the mere voyage round the 
world be in itſelf of no value. 

It is to be obſerved, of the ſeveral 
navigators whoſe voyages round 
the world have been publiſhed, 
that few, if any of them, have di- 
verted us with that variety of events 
which a circle of that length muſt 


C 4 needs 
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needs offer. We have very little 
account of their landings, their 
diverſions, the accidents which 
happened to them, or to others by 
their means. The ſtories of their 
engagements, when they have had 
any ſcuffle either with natives, or 
European enemies, are told fuper- 
ticially and by halves ; the ſtorms 
and dithculties at fea or on ſhore, 
have no where a full relation; and 
all the reſt of their accounts are 
generally filled up with directions 
for ſailors ſailing that way, the bear- 
ings of the land, the depth of the 
channels, entrances and barrs, at 
the ſeveral ports, anchorage in the 
bays and creeks, and the like 
things, uſeful indeed for ſeamen 
going thither again, and how few 
are they ? but not at all to the pur- 
pole when we come expecting to 

find the hiſtory of the voyage. 
Another ſort of theſe writers 
have juſt given us their long jour- 
nals, tedious accounts of their 
log- 
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log-work, how many leagues they 
failed every day ; where they had 
the winds, when it blew hard, and 
when ſoftly ; what latitude in every 
obſervation, what meridian diſ- 
tance, and what variation of the 
compaſs. Such is the account of 
Sir John Narbrough's voyage to 
the South Seas, adorned with I 
know not how many charts of the 
famous ſtreight of Magellan, a 
place only now famous for ſhowing 
the ignorance of Sir John Nar- 
brough, and a great many other 
navigators before him, and for 
being a paſlage they had no need 
to have troubled themſelves with, 
and which: no body will ever go 
through any more. 

Such alſo are the voyages of 
Captain John Wood, to Nova 
Zembla, at the charge of the pub - 
lick, in King Charles the IId's 
time, and Martin Forbiſher to the 
North Weſt paſſages, in Queen 
Elizabeth's time; all which, are 

E 5 indeed 
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indecd full of their own journals, 
and the incidents of failing, but 
have little or nothing of ſtory in 
them, for the uſe of ſuch readers 
who never intend to go to ſea, and 
Let ſuch readers may deſire to hear 
how it has fared with thoſe that 
have, and how matters ſtand in 

thoſe remote parts of the world. 
For theſe reaſons, when firſt I 
{et out upon a cruiſing and trading 
voyage to the Eaſt, and reſolved to 
g0 any where, and every where that 
the advantage of trade or the hopes 
of, purchaſe ſhould guide us, I alſo 
iflved to take ſuch exact notice 
of every thing that paſt within my 
reach, that I ſhould be able, if I 
lived to come home, to give an ac- 
count of my voyage, difterent from 
all that I had ever ſeen before, in 
the nature of the obſervations, as 
well as the manner of relating 
them: And as this is perfectly 
new 1n its modification, ſo I can- 
not doubt but it will be agreeable 
in 
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in the particulars, ſeeing either no 
voyage ever made before, had ſuch 
variety of incidents happening in 
it, ſo uſeſul and ſo diverting, and 
that no perſon who had ſailed on 
thoſe voyages, has thought fit to 
publiſh them in the form and man- 
ner I have choſen. 
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The Spinning Wheel, 
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Lately publiſhed, in Two Volumes, 


Price Eight Shillings, bound in Calf and lettered, 


S* 
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MUSE in GOOD HUMOUR; 


A 


COLLECTION of 


COMIC TALES. 


AMONG WHICH ARE 


The Country Squire, 

The Lout looking for 
his Heifer, 

The Amorous Groom, 

Caſſinus and Peter, 

The Fair Nun, 

A Medicine for the La- 


dies, 


The Curious Wife, 

The Magnifying Glaſs, 
The Royal Cuckold, 
The School of Wit, 


The Impoſſible Thing, 
The Parſon's Daughter, 
The Leaky Veſſel, 

The Credulous Huſband, 


Sides, 

The Crab Tree, 

The Confeſſion, 

The Bottle Screw, 
The Artful Wife, 
The New-River Head, 
The Skillet, 

The Game of Put, 


The Beſt in Chriſtendom, 


Printed for F. NoBLEg, in HoLBoRrN, 


The Gliſter. 
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DE FOE's VOYAGE. 
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AVING been fitted out in 
the river Thames in the year 


1713, and on a deſign ec not 


very conſiſtent with the meaſures 
taking at that time for the putting 
an end to a war of ſome years 
ſtanding, I muſt be allowed to own 
I was at firſt obliged to act not in 
my own name, but to put in a 
French commander into the ſhip, 
for the reaſons which follow, and 
which thoſe who underſtand the 
manner of trade upon cloſing the 
late war, I mean the trade with 

Spain, 
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Spain, will eaſily allow to be juſt 
and well grounded. 

During the late war between Great 
Britain and her confederates on 
one ſide, and the united crowns of 
France and Spain on the other, we 
all know the French had a free trade 
into the South Seas; a trade carried 
on with the greateſt advantage, and 
to the greateſt degree, that any 
particular commmerce has been 
carried on in the world for many 
ages paſt ;, inſomuch, that we found 
the return of ſilver that came back 
to France by thoſe ſhips, was not 
only the enriching of the mer- 
chants of St. Malo, Rochell, and 


other ports in France, ſome of 


whom we ſaw get immenſe eſtates 
in a few years, even to a million 
ſterling a man. But it was evi- 
dent, the King of France himſelf 
was enabled by the circulation of 
ſo much bullion through his mints, 
to carry on that war with very 
great advantage. 


It 
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It was juſt at the cloſe of this 
war, when ſome merchants of Lon- 
don looking with envy on the ſuc- 
ceſs of that trade, and how the 
French, notwithſtanding the peace, 
would apparently carry it on, for 
ſome years at leaſt, to infinite ad- 
vantage, began to conſider whether 
it might not be poſſible to come, 
in for a portion of it with France, 
as they were allied to Spain, and 
yet go abroad in the nature of a 
private cruiſer. 

To bring this to paſs, it was 
thought proper in the firſt place, 
to get a ſhare, if poſſible, in a new 
deſign of an Eaſt India trade in 
Flanders, juſt then intended to be 
{et up by ſome Britiſh merchants, 
by the aſſiſtance of an Imperial 
charter, or at leaſt under colour of 
it; and ſo we might go to ſea in a 
threefold capacity, to be made uſe 
of as occaſion might preſent, viz. 
when on the coaſt of New Spain 
we ſought to trade, we were French 

men, 


40 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


men, had a French captain and a 
fufficient number of French ſea- 
men, and Flemiſh or Walloon ſea- 
men, who ſpoke French, ſo to ap- 
pear on all proper occaſions. When 
at ſea we met with any Spaniſh ſhip 
worth our while, we were Engliſh 
cruiſers, had letters of mart from 
England, had no account of the 
peace, and were fitted for the at- 
tack. And when in' the Eaſt In- 
dies we had occaſion to trade, either 
at the Engliſh or Dutch ſettle- 
ments, we ſhould have Imperial co- 
lours, and two Flemiſh merchants, 
at leaſt in appearance, to tranſact 
every thing as we found occaſion. 
However, this laſt part of our pro- 
ject failed us, that affair not being 
fully ripe. 

As this myſterious equipment 
may be liable to ſome exceptions, 
and perhaps to ſome enquiries, I 
ſhall for the preſent conceal my 
name, and that of the ſhip alſo: 
By enquiries, I mean enquiries of 

private 
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private perſons concerned ; for as 
to publick enquiries, we have no 
uneaſineſs, having acted nothing in 
contradiction to the rules and laws 
of our country; butl ſay, as to pri- 
vate perſons, it is thought fit to pre- 
vent their enquiries, to which end, 
the captain in whoſe name I write 
this, gives me leave to make uſe 
of his name, and conceal my own. 

The ſhip failed from the river 
the 2oth of December, 1713, and 
went directly over to the Coaſt of 
Flanders, lying at an anchor in 
Newport Pitts, as they are called, 
where we took in our French Cap- 
tain Jean Michael Merlotte, who 
with 32 French ſeamen, came on 
board us in a large ſnow from 
Dunkirk, bringing with them one 
hundred and twenty-two ſmall 
anchors or rundlets of brandy, and 
ſome hampers and caſks of French 
wine in wickered bottles: While 
we were here, we lay under Engliſh 
colours, with pendants flying, our 


ſhip 
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ſhip being upwards of five hundred 


ton, and had 46 guns mount- 
ed, manned with three hundred and 
fifty- ſix men: We took the more 
men on board becauſe we reſolved as 
occaſion ſhould preſent, to fit our- 
ſelves with another ſhip, which we 
did not queſtion we ſhould meet 
with in the South Seas. 

We had alſo a third defign in our 
voyage, though it may be eſteemed 
an accident -to the reſt, viz. We 
were reſolved to make ſome at- 
tempts for new diſcoveries, as op- 
portunity offered; and we had two 
perſons on board who were exceed- 
ingly well qualified for our direc- 
tion in this part, all which was de- 
rived from the following occaſion. 

The perſon who was principally 
concerned in the adventure, was a 
man not only of great wealth, but 
of great importance; he was par- 
ticularly addicted to what we call 
new diſcoveries, and it was indeed 
upon his genius to ſuch things, 

that 
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that the firſt thought of the voyage 
was founded. This gentleman told 
me that he had already ſent one ſhip 
fully equipt and furniſhed for a new 
attempt, upon the North Welt or 
North Eait paſſages, which had 
been ſo ofien in vain tried b 
former Navigators; and that he 
did not queſtion the ſucceſs, be- 
cauſe he had directed them by new 
meaſures, and to ſteer a courſe that 
was never attempted yet; and his 
deſign in our voyage was to make 
like diſcoveries towards the South 
pole ; where, as he ſaid, and gave 
us vœy good reaſons for it, he did 
not doubt but we might diſcover 
even to the pole itſelf, and find out 
new worlds and new ſeas, which 
had never been heard of before. 
With theſe defigns, this gentle- 
man came into the other part of 
our project, and contributed the 
more largely, and with the more 
freedom, to the whole, upon that 
account; in .particular, all the 
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needful preparations for ſuch dit- 
coveries, were made wholly at his 
expence, which I take notice of 
here, as being moſt proper in the 
beginning of our ſtory, and that 
the reader may the leſs wonder at 
the particular way we took to per- 
form a voyage which might with 
much more eaſe have been done by 
the uſual and ordinary way. 

We failed from the coaſt of Flan- 
ders the ſecond of January, and 
without any extraordinary incident 
made the coaſt of Galloway in Ire- 
land the tenth, where we ſtayed 
and took in a very extraordinary 
ſtore of proviſions, three times as 
much as uſual; the beef being alſo 
well pickled or double packed, that 
we might have a ſufficient reſerve 
for the length of our voyage, re- 
ſolving alſo to ſpare it as much as 
poſſible. 

We had a very rich cargo on 
board, conſiſting of all ſorts of Bri- 
tiſn manufactures ſuitable for the 

Spaniſh, 
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Spaniſh trade in their Weſt Indies; 


and as we aimed at nothing of 
trade till we came to the Spaniſh 
coaſt, we failed directly for the 
Canary Iſlands; having not fully 
reſolved whether we would make 
our voyage to the South Seas firſt, 
and ſo round the globe by the Eaſt 
Indies, as has been the uſual way, 
or whether we would go firſt by 
the Eaſt Indies, and upon the diſ- 
coveries we were directed to, and 
then croſs the great Pacific Ocean 
to the Welt coaſt of America, as 
was at laſt reſolved. 

We made the Canaries the ele- 
venth of February, and coming to 
an anchor there to take in ſome 
freſh water, we put out French 
colours, and ſent our boat on ſhore, 
with a French boatſwain and all 
French ſeamen, to buy what we 
wanted: They brought us on board 
five butts or pipes of wine, and 
ſome proviſions, and having filled 
our water, we ſet fail again the thir- 

teenth : 


| 
' 
| 
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teenth : In this time we called a 
council among ourſelves, by which 

way we ſhould go. 
I confeſs, I was for going by the 
Cape of Good Hope firſt, and ſo 
to the Eaſt Indies, then keeping 
to the South of Java, go away to 
the Moluccoes, where I made no 
doubt to make ſome purchaſe a- 
mong the Dutch Spice Iſlands, and 
ſo away to the Philippines; but 
the whole ſhip's company, I mean 
of Officers, were againſt me in 
this ſcheme, although I told them 
plainly that the diſcoveries which 
would be made in ſuch a voyage as 
that, were the principal reaſons 
why our chief owner embarked in 
the adventure, and that we ought 
to regard the end and deſign of our 
voyage ; that it would certainly in 
the concluſion amount to the ſame, 
as to trade, as if we went the uſual 
way, ſeeing the places we were to 
go to, were the ſame one way as 
the other, and it was only 3 
the 
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the queſtion which we ſhould go to 
firſt; that all the navigators on ſuch 
voyages as theſe, went by the South 
Seas firſt, which would be no ho- 
nour to us at all; but if we went 
by the Eaſt Indies firſt, we ſhould 
be the firſt that ever went ſuch a 
voyage, and that we might make 
many uſeful diſcoveries and experi- 
ments in trying that courſe ; that 
it would be worth our while, not 
only to go that way, but to have 
all the world take notice of it, and 
of us for it. : 

I uſed a great many arguments 
of the like nature, but they anſ- 
wered me moſt effectually, with 
laying before me the difficulties of 
the voyage, and the contrary me- 
thods of trade, which, in a word, 
made the going that way impracti- 
cable: Firſt, the difficulty of the 
voyage, over the vaſt ocean called 
the Pacific Sea, or South Sea, which, 
if we kept a Southern latitude, 
and took the variable winds as we 


ſhould 
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ſhould find them, as I propoſed to 
do, might very well be a voyage of 
ſix. or eight months, without any 
ſight of land, or ſupply of provi- 
fions or water, which was intoler- 
able; that as to trade, it was pre- 
poſterous, and juſt ſetting the voy- 
age with the bottom upward; for 
as we were loaden with goods, and 
had no money, our firſt buſineſs 
they ſaid, was to go to the South 
Seas, where our goods were wanted, 
and would ſell for money, and then 
to the Eaſt Indies, where our mo- 
ney would be wanting, to buy other 
goods to carry home, and not to go 
to the Eaſt Indies firſt, where our 
goods would not ſell, and where we 
could buy no other for want of 
money. 

This was ſeemingly, ſo ſtrong a 
way of reaſoning, that they were 
all againſt me, as well French as 
Engliſh, and even the two agents 
for diſcoveries, ſubmitted to it; 
and ſo we reſolved to ſtand away 

from 
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f-om the Canaries, to the coaſt of 
Braſil, thence upon the Eaſtern 
coaſt of South America to Cape 
Horn, and then into the South 
Seas; and if we met with any thing 
that was Spaniſh by the way, we 
reſolved to make prize of it, as in 
a time of war. 

Accordingly we made the coaſt 
of Braſil in twenty-ſix days, from 
the Canary Iflands, and went on 
ſhore at Cape St. Auguſtine, for 
freſh water, afterwards we put into 
the Bay of All Saints, got ſome 
freſh proviſions there, and about 
an hundred very good hogs, ſome 
of which we killed and pickled, 
and carried the reſt on board alive, 
having taken on board a great quan- 
tity of roots, and maize, or Indian 
corn, for their food, which they 
thrived on very well. 

It was the laſt of March when 
we came to the Bay, and having 
ſtayed there fourteen days, to fur- 
nth ourſelves with all things we 
wanted, we got intelligence there, 

Vor. I. D that 
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that there were three ſhips at the 
Buenos Ayres, in the River Rio de 
la Plata, which were preparing to 
20 for Europe, and that they ex- 
pected two Spaniſh men of war to be 
their convoy, becauſe of the Portu- 
gueſe men of war which were in 
Braſil, to convoy the Braſil fleet. 

Their having two Spanith men 
of war with them for their convoy, 
took away a great deal from the joy 
we had entertained at the news of 
their being there, and we began to 
think we ſhould make little or no- 
thing of it: However, we reſolved 
to ſee the utmoſt of it, and parti- 
cularly if our double appearance 
would not now ſtand us in ſome 
ſtead. 

Accordingly we went away for 
the river of Plata, and as uſual, 


ſpreading French colours, we went 


boldly up to Buenos Ayres, and 
ſent in our boat, manned with 
Frenchmen, pretending to be home- 
ward bound from the South Seas, 


and in want of proviſions. 
The 


22 
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The Spaniards received us with 
civility, and granted us ſuch pro- 
viſions as we wanted ; and here we 
found, to our great ſatisfaction, 
that there was no ſuch thing as any 
Spaniſh man of war there; but they 
faid they expected one, and the 
Governor there for the King of 
Spain aſked our French officer if 
we would take one of their ſhips 
under our convoy? Monſieur Mer- 
lotte anſwered him warily, that his 
ſhip was deep loaden, and foul], 
and he could not undertake an 
thing, but if they would keep him 
company, he would do them what 
ſervice he could; but that alſo, as 
they were a rich ſhip, they did not 
deſign to go directly to France, but 
to Martinico, where they expected 
to meet with ſome French men of 
war to convoy them home. 

This anſwer was ſo well managed, 
though there was not one word of 
truth in it, that one of the three 
ſhips, for the other two were not 
ready, reſolved to come away with 
D 2 us, 
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us, and, in an evil hour for them, 
they did fo. 

To be brief, we took the inno- 
cent Spaniard into our convoy, and 
failed away to the northward with 
them, but were not far at ſea be- 
fore we let them know what cir- 
cumſtances they were in, by the 
following method : We were about 
half a league a head of them, when 
our captain bringing to, and haul- 
ing up our courſes, made a ſignal 
to the Spaniards for the captain to 
come on board, which he very rea- 
dily did; as ſoon as he was on 
board, our Captain let him know 
that he was our priſoner, and all 
his men, and immediately manning 
their boat with thirty of our own 
men, we ſent them on board their 
ſhip, to take poſſeſſion of her, but 
ordered them that they ſhould be- 
have civilly to the men on board, 
and plunder nothing: For we made 
a promiſe to the Spaniſh Captain, 
that his ſhip ſhould not be plun- 
dered, upon condition he would 

give 
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give us a juſt account of his load- 
ing, and deliver peaceably to us 
what riches he had on board; then 
we alſo agreed, that we would reſtore 
him his ſhip, which by the way 
we found was chiefly loaden with 
hides, things of no value to us, 
and that tne ſhip alſo was an old 
veſſel, ſtrong, but often doubled, 
and therefore a very heavy failer, 
and conſequently not at all fit for 
our purpole, though we greatly 
wanted a ſhip to take along with 
us, we having, as I have ſaid, both 
too many men, and being too full 
of goods. 

The Spaniſh Captain, though 
ſurprized with the ſtratagem that 
had brought him thus into the 
hands of his enemies, and greatly 
enraged in his mind at being cir- 
cumvented, and trepanned out of 
his ſhip, yet ſhewed a great pre- 
ſence of mind under his misfor- 
tune; and, as I verily believe, he 
would have fought us very bravely, 
if we had Jet him know fairly 

D 3 what 
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what we were, ſo he did not at all 
appear dejected at his diſaſter, buy 
capituleted with us as if he had 
been talking ſword in hand. And 
one time when Captain Merlotte 
and he could not agree, and the 
Spanith Captain was a little threat- 
ened, he grew warm; told the 
Captain that he might be ill uſed, 
being in his hands, but that he 
was not afraid to ſuffer whatever 
his ill fortune had prepared for 
him, and he would not, for fear 
of ill uſage, yield to baſe condi- 
tions; that he was a man of ho- 
nour, and if he was ſo too, he de- 
manded to be put on board his own 
ſhip again, and he ſhould ſee he 
knew how to behave himſelf. Cap- 
tain Merlotte ſmiled at that, and 
told him, he was not afraid to put 
him on board his own ſhip and 
ght for her again, and that if he 
did ſo, he was ſure he could not 
eſcape him; the Spaniſh Captain 
{ſmiled too, and told him he ſhould 
ſee (if he did) that he knew the 
way 
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way to Heaven from the bottom of 
the ſea as well as any other road, 
and that men of courage were ne- 
ver at a loſs to conquer their ene- 
my one way or other ; intimating, 
that he would fink by his fide ra- 
ther than be taken, and that he 
would take care to be but a very 
indifferent prize to him, it he was 
conquered, | | 

However, we came to better terms 
with him afterward. In ſhort, 
having taken on board all the ſil- 
ver, which was about two hundred 
thouſand pieces of eight, and what- 
ever elſe we met with that was va- 
luable (among the reſt his ammu- 
nition, and fix braſs guns) we per- 
formed conditions, and ſent him 
into the Rio de la Plata again with 
his ſhip, to let the other Spaniſh 
captains know what ſcouring they 
had eſcaped. 

Though we got a good booty, 
we were diſappointed of a ſhip ; 
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that diſappointment now, as we 


3 D 4 were 


however, we were not ſo ſenſible of 
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were afterwards: For as we de- 
pended upon going to. the South 
Seas, we made no doubt of meeting 
with veſſels enough for our pur- 
poſe. What followed the reader 
will toon be informed. 

We had done our work here, 
and had neither any occaſion or any 
delire to lie any longer on this 
coaſt, where the climate was bad, 
and the weather exceeding hot, 
and where our men began to be 
very uneaſy, being crowded toge- 
ther ſo cloſe all in one ſhip; ſo we 
made the beſt of our way South. 

We met with ſome ſtormy wea- 
ther in theſe ſeas, and particularly 
a North Welt blaſt, which carried 
us for eleven days a great way off 
to ſea: But as we had ſea room e- 
nough, and a ſtout ſtrong built 
ſhip under us, perfectly well pre- 
pared, tight and firm, we made light. 
of the ſtorms we met with, and ſoon 
came into our right way again ; ſo 
that about the 4th of May we made 
land in the latitude of 45 degrees 12 
minutes South, We 
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We put in here for freſh water, 
and finding nothing of the land 
marked in our charts, we had no 
knowledge of the place, but com- 
ing to an anchor at about a league 
from the ſhore, our boat went in 
queſt of a good watering place; in 
purſuit of this, they went up a 
creek about two leagues more, 
where they found good water, and 
filled ſome caſks, and ſo came on 
board to make their report. 

The next day we came into the 
creek's mouth, where we found 
fix to eight fathom water with- 
in a cable's length of the ſhore, 
and found freſh water enough, but 
no people or cattle, though an ex- 
cellent country for both. 

Of this country“ I made many 
obſervations, ſuitable to the deſign 
and deſire of our ingenious em- 
ployer and owner, and thoſe ob- 


ſervations are one end of publiſhing 


this voyage: I ſhall mention only 
D 5 one 


* This 1s the place Captain James Cook na- 
med Botany Bay, 
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one obſervation here, becauſe I 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of them 
hereafter more largely. My ob- 
ſervation here, is as follows: 

The particular fpot which I ob- 
ſerve upon, is that part of the 
continent of America which lies on 
the ſhore of the North Seas, as 
they are called, though erroneouſly; 
tor they are more properly the Eaſt 
Seas, being extended along the Eaſt 
thores of South America. The 
land li-s on the ſame Eaſt fide of 
America, extended North and South 
from Coaſta Deſerta, in 42 de- 
grees, to Port St. Julian, in 49 de- 
grees and a half, being almoſt five 
hundred miles in length, full of 
very good harbours, and ſome na- 
vigable rivers; the land is a plain 
for ſeveral ſcores of miles within 
the ſhore, with ſeveral little riſing 
hills, but no where mountainous 
or ſtony ; well adapted for enclo- 
ting, feeding, and grazing of cattle; 
alſo for corn, all ſorts of which 
would certainly not only grow, 

but 
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but thrive very well here; eſpeci- 
ally wheat, rye, peaſe, and barley, 
things which would ſoon be im- 
proved by Engliſhmen, to the 
making the country rich and po- 
> pulous, the railing great quanti- 
ties of grain of all ſorts, and cat- 
tle in proportion. The trade which 
* 1 propoſe for the conſumption of 
all the produce, and the place whi- 

* ther to be carried, I refer to ſpeak 
of by itſelf, in the further progreſs 
of this work. 

I return now to the purſuit of 
our voyage. We put to ſea again 
= the ioth of May, with fair wea- 
 theranda fair wind; though a ſea- 
fon of the year, it is true, when 
we might have reaſon to expect 
ſome ſtorms, being what we might 
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call the depth of their winter. | 
However, the winds held North- 4 
> <erly, which there are to be eſteem- 
ed the warm winds, and bringing 
= mild weather; and fo they did till 
5 we came into the latitude of 50 de- 
Z grees, when we had ſtrong winds 
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and ſqually weather, with much 
inow and cold, from the South- 
Weſt, and South-Weſt by Welt, 
which blowing very hard, we put 
back to Port St. Julian, where we 
were not able to ſtir for ſome time. 

We weighed again the 29th, and 
ſtood South again paſt the mouth 
of the Streights of Magellan, a 
ſtreight famous for many years, 
for being thought to be the only 
paſſage out of the North Seas into 
the South Seas, and therefore I ſay 
famous ſome ages; not only in the 
diſgovery of it by Magellan, a Spa- 
niſh Captain, but of ſuch ſignifi- 
cance, that for many years it was 
counted a great exploit to paſs this 
Streigbt, and few have ever done it 
of our nation but that they have 
thought fit to tell the world of it, 
as an extraordinary buſineſs, fit to 
be made public as an honour to 
their names. Nay King Charles 
the Second thought it worth while 
to ſend Sir John Narbrough on 
purpoſe to paſs and take an exact 
ſurvey 
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ſurvey of this Streight, and the 
map or plan of it has been pub- 
liſhed by Sir John himſelf, at the 
public expence, as a uſeful thing. 

Such a mighty and valuable thing 
alſo was the paſſing this ſtreight, 
that Sir Francis Drake's going thro' 
it, gave birth to that famous old 
wives ſaying, viz. That Sir Fran- 
cis Drake ſhot the Gulph; a ſaying 
that was current in England for 
many years after Sir Francis Drake 
was gone his long journey of all; 
as if there had been but one gulph 
in the world, and that paſting it 
had been a wonder next to that of 
Hercules cleanſing the Egean ſta- 
ble. 

Of this famous place I could 
not but obſerve on this occaſion, 
that as ignorance gave it its firſt 
fame, and made it for ſo many ages 
the moſt eminent part-of the globe, 
as it was the only paſſage by which 
the whole world could be ſur- 
rounded, and that it was to ever 
man's honour that had paſled it; 
| {0 
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ſo now it is come to the full end 
or period of its fame, and will in 
all probability never have the ho- 
nour to have any ſhip, veſſel, or 
boat, go through it more, while 
the world remains, unleſs (which 
is very improbable) that part of 
the world ſhould come to be fully 
inhabited. 

I know ſome are of opinion, that 
before the full period of the earth's 
exiſtence, all the remoteſt and moſt 
barren parts of it ſhall be peopled; 
but 1 ſee no ground for ſuch a no- 
tion, but many reaſons which 
would make it appear to be im- 
practicable, and indeed impoſſible; 
unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to alter 
the ſituation of the globe as it re- 
ſpects the ſun, and place it in a 
direct, as it now moves in an ob- 
lique poſition; or that a new ſpe- 
cies of mankind ſhould be pro- 
duced, who might be as well qua- 
lified to live in the frozen zone as 
we are in the temperate, and upon 
whom the extremity of cold could 
have 
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have no power. I ſay, as there 
are ſeveral parts of the globe where 
this would be impracticable, I ſhall 
fay no more than this, that I think 
it is a groundleſs ſuggeſtion. 

But to return to our voyage; we 
paſſed by the mouth of this famous 
ſtreight of Magellan, and thoſe o- 
thers which were paſſed through 
by Le Maire the Dutch failor af- 
terwards; and keeping an offing of 
fix or ſeven leagues, went away 
South, till we came into the lati- 
tude of 58, when we would, as we 
had tried three days before, have 
ſtretched away South Weſt, to have 
got into the South Seas, but a ſtrong 
vale of wind took us at Weſt North 
Welt, and though we could, lying 
near to it ſtretch away to the South- 
ward, yet as it over-blowed, we 
could make no Weſtward way; and 
though we had under us an excel- 
lent ſtrong built veſſel, that, we 
may ſay, valued not the waves, 
and made very good work of it, yet 
we went away to leeward in. ſpite 
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of all we could do, and loſt ground 
apace. We held it out however, 
the weather being clear, but exceſ- 
five cold, till we found ourſelves 
in the latitude of 64. 

We called our council ſeveral 
times, to conſider what we ſhould 
do, for we did but drive to lee- 
ward the longer we ſtrove with it; 
the gale held ſtill on, and to our 
apprehenſions it was ſet in; blow- 

ing like a kind of Monſoon, or 
Trade Wind, though in thoſe lati- 
tudes I know there is no ſuch thing 
properly called as a Trade wind. 

We tried, the wind abating, to 
beat up again to the North, and 
we did ſo; but it was by running 
a great way to the Eaſt; and once 
I believe we were in the longitude 
of St. Helena, though ſo far South, 
but it coſt us infinite labour, nd 
near fix weeks time. At length 
we made the coaſt, and arrived a- 
gain at the Port of St. Julian the 
20th of June, which, by the way, 
15 the depth of their winter. 


Here 
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Here we reſolved to lay up for 
the winter, and not attempt to go 
ſo far South again at that time of 
the year, but our eager deſire of 
purſuing our voyage prevailed, and 
we put out to ſea again, having 
taken in freſh proviſions, ſuch as 
are to be had there; that is to ſay, 
ſeals, penguines, and ſuch like, and 
with this recruit we put to fea, I 
ſay, a ſecond time. 

We had this time worſe luck 
than we had before, for the wind 
ſetting in at South Weſt, blew a 
ftorm, and drove us with ſuch 
force away to ſea Eaſtward, that we 
were never able to make any wa 
to the Southward at all, but were 
carried away with a continued ſtorm 
of wind, from the ſame corner, or 
nearit. Our pilot, or maſter, as we 
called him, finding himſelf often 
obliged to go away before it, which 
kept us out long at ſea, and drove 
us far to the North Eaſt, Eaſtward, 
that he adviſed us to ſtand away for 
the Cape of Good Hope; and ac- 

cordingly 
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cordingly we did ſo, and arrived 
there the laſt day of July. 

We were now diſheartened in- 
deed, and I began to revive m 
propoſal of going to the Eaſt In- 
dies, as I at firſt propofed; and to 
anſwer the objection which they 
then made againſt it, as being a- 
gainſt the nature of trade, and that 
we had nothing on board but Eu- 
ropean goods, which were not fit- 
ted for the Eaſt Indies, where mo- 
ney only was ſuitable to the market 
we were to make; I ſay, to anſwer 
this objection, I told them I would 
engage that I would ſell our whole 
cargo at the Phillipine Iſlands, as 
well as on the coaſt of America; 
for that thoſe iſlands being Spaniſh, 
our diſguiſe of being French would 
ſerve us as well at the Phillipines, 
as it would in New Spain; and 
with this particular advantage, that 
we ſhould ſell here for four times 
the value as we ſhould on the coaſt 
of Chili, or Peru; and that when 
we had done, we could load our 


ſhip 
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ſhip again there, or in other 
places in the Indies, with ſuch 
goods as would come to a good 
market again in New Spain. 

This I told them was indeed 
what had not been practiſed, nor 
at any other time would it be 
= practicable: For as it was not u- 
ſual for any ſhips to go from the | 
Eaſt Indies to the Phillipines, ſo | 
neither was it uſual for any Euro- 
pean ſhips to trade with freedom 
to the South Seas, till fince the 
late war, when the French had the 
= privilege: and I could not but be 
BY amazed that the French had never 
gone this way, where they might 
have made three or four voyages in 
one, and with much leſs hazard of 
meeting with the Engliſh or Dutch 
cruiſers; and have made twice the | 
profits which they made the other f 
way, where they were frequently 
out three or four years upon one | 
return; whereas here they might | 
make no leſs than three returns, 


or: 
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or perhaps four, in the fame voy- 
age, and in much leſs time. 

They were now a little ſurprized, 
for in all our firſt debates we had 
nothing of this matter brought in 
queſtion ; only they entertained a 
notion that I was going upon 
ſtrange projects, to make diſcove- 
ries, ſearch for the South Pole, 
plant new colonies, and I know 
not how many whims of their own, 
which were neither in my deſign, 
or in my inſtructions. The per- 
ſon therefore who was our Super- 
cargo, and the other Captain whoſe 
name I have not mentioned, toge- 
ther with the French Captain Mer- 
lotte, and the reſt who had all op- 
poſed me before, came chearfull 
into my propoſal, only the Super- 
cargo told me in the name of the 
reſt, that he began to be more ſen- 


fible of the advantages of the voy- 


age I had propoſed, than he was 
before; but that as he was equally 
entruſted with me in the govern- 
ment of the trading part, he beg- 

ged 
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ged I would not take it ill, that he 
defired I would let him farther into 
that particular, and explain myſelf 
at leaſt as far as I thought proper, 
This was ſo juſt a requeſt, and 
ſo eaſy for me to do, and above all, 
was made with ſo much good man- 
ners and courteſy, that I told him, 
if I had been otherwiſe determined, 
the courteous and good humoured 
way, with which he required it, 
would conſtrain me to it; but that 
however I was very ready to do it, | 
as he was entruſted with the cargo | 
jointly with me, and that it was a 
piece of juſtice to the owners, that 
whom they thought fit to truſt, I | 
ſhould truſt alſo ; upon this I told | 
him my ſcheme, which was as fol- 
lows : 


Firſt, I ſaid, that as the Philli- | 
pine iſlands received all their Eu- ö 
ropean goods from Acapulco in | 
America by the King of Spain's j 
ſhips, they were obliged to give q 
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what price was impoſed upon them 
by the merchants, who brought 
thoſe 
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thoſe goods by ſo many ſtages to 
Acapulco. For example, the Eu- 
ropean goods, or ſuppoſe Engliſh 
goods in particular, with which 
they were loaden, went firſt from 
England to Cadiz, from Cadiz by 
the Galloons to Porto Bello, from 
Porto Bello to Panama, from Pa- 
nama to Acapulco; in all which 
places the merchants had their ſe- 
veral commiſſions and other profits 
upon the fale; beſides the extra- 
vagant charges of ſo many ſeveral 
ways of carriage, ſome by water, 
ſome by land, and beſides the 
King's cuſtoms in all thoſe places; 
and that after all this, they were 
brought by ſea from Acapulco to 
the Phillipine iſlands, which was 
a prodigious voyage, and were then 
generally fold in the Phillipine 
iſlands at three hundred per cent. 
advance. 

That in the room of all this, 
our cargo being well bought and 
well ſorted, would come to the 
Phillippine iſlands at once, with- 

out 
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out any landing or re-landing, and 
without any of all the additions of 
charge to the firſt coſt, as thoſe by 
the way of New Spain had upon 
them; ſo that if we were to (ell 
them at the Phillippine iſlands a 
hundred per cent. cheaper than the 
Spaniards uſually fold, yet we 
ſhould get abundantly more than 
we could on the coaſt of Peru, 
though we had been allowed a free 
trade there. 

That there were but two objec- 
tions to this advantage, and theſe 
were, our liberty of trading, and 
whether the place would conſume 
the quantity of goods we had: 
And to this I had much to anſwer ; 
Firſt, That it was well known at 
the Phillippine iſles, that the Kings 
of France and Spain were united 
firmly together; that the King of 
Spain had allowed the King of 
France's ſubjects a free trade in his 
American dominions, and conſe- 
quently that it would not be de- 
nied there ; but on the other * 
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that if it was denied by the gover- 
nor, yet there would be room to 
find out a trade with the inhabi— 
tants, and eſpecially with the Chi- 
neſe and Japan merchants, who 
were always there, which trade the 
governor could not prevent; and 
thus we could not fear a market 
for all our cargo, if it was much 
greater than it was. 


That as to the returns, we had 


the advantage either way: For 
firſt, We ſhould be ſure to receive 
a great part of the price of our 
goods in Chineſe or Japan gold and 
fiiver, or in pieces of eight; or if 
we thought fit to trade another 
way, we might take on board ſuch 
a quantity of China damaſks, and 
other wrought ſilks, muſlins and 
chints, China ware, and Japan ware; 
all which, would be immediately 
told in America; that we ſhould 
carry a cargo of theſe goods to New 
Spain, infinitely to our advantage, 
being the ſame cargo which the 
four great Acapulco ſhips my 
bac 
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back with them every year : That 
when we had gone to the South 
Seas with this cargo, of which we 
knew we ſhould make a good mar- 
ket, we had nothing to do but to 
come back, if we thought fit, to 
the Eaſt Indies again, where we 
might load for England or Flan- 
ders, ſuch goods as we thought 
proper ; or if we did not think fit | 
to take ſo great a run, we might 
go away to the South, and round 
by Cape Horn into the Atlantick 
Ocean, and perfect thoſe diſcove- 
ries, which we made part of, in 
the beginning of our voyage. 

This was ſo clear a ſcheme of | 
trade, that he ſeemed ſurprized 
with it, and fully ſatisfied in every 
part of it. But the Captain then 
objected againſt the length of the 
voyage to the South Seas from the 
Phillipines, and raiſed ſeveral ſcru- 
ples about the latitude which we 
ſhould keep in ſuch a voyage; that 
we ſhould not be able to carry any 
proviſions which we could take on 

Ves. I. E board 
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board in thoſe hot countries, that 
would keep for ſo long a run, and ſe. 
veral other difficulties; to all which 
I made anſwer, that when we had 
fold our cargo at the Phillipines, 
and found our advantages there to 
anſwer our deſires, I would not 
oppoſe our returning from thence 
direaly to England, if they found 
it needful; or if they thought a 
farther adventure would not anſwer 
the riſques we were to expect in it; 
we would never have any diſpute 
about that. 

This ſatisfied them fully, and 
they went immediately with the 
news to the men, as what the 
thought would pleaſe them won- 
derfully, ſeeing they were mighty 
uneaſy but two or three days be- 
fore, about their being to go back 
again to the South of America, and 
the latitude of 64, where we had 
not only been twice driven back, 
as if heaven had forbidden us to 
paſs that way, but had been driven 
fo far to the South, that we had 


met 
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met with a moſt ſevere cold, and 
which pinched our men exceeding- 
ly, who being come, as we might 
ſay, a hot weather voyage, were 
but ill furniſhed for the ſtate of 
the air uſual in the latitudes of 64. 

But we had a harder taſk to go 
through than we expected, upon 
this occaſion; and it may ſtand 
here upon record, as a buoy or bea- 
con to warn officers and command- 
ers of ſhips, ſupercargoes, and ſuch 
as are truſted in the conduct of the 
voyage, never to have any diſputes 
among themſelves (I fay not among 
themſelves ) about the courſe they 
ſhall take, or whither they ſhall 
go; for it never fails to come a- 
mong the men after them, and if 


once the debate is but named on 


the outſide of the great cabin door, 
it becomes immediately a diſpute 
among the officers upon the quarter 
deck, the lieutenants, mates, pur- 
ſer, &c. from thence it gets afore 
the maſt, and into the cook room, 
and the whole ſhip is immediately 
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divided into factions and parties; 
every foremaſt man 1s a captain, or 
a director to the captain; every 
boatſwain, gunner, carpenter, cock - 
ſwain, nay, and even the cook, ſets 
up for a leader of the men; and if 
two of them join parties, it 1s ten 
to one but it comes to a mutiny, 
and perhaps to one of the two laſt 
extremities of all mutinies, viz. 
running away from the ſhip, or, 
what is worſe, running away with 
the ſhip. 

Our caſe was exactly thus, and 
had iſſued accordingly for aught I 
know, if we had not been in a port 
where we got immediate aſſiſtance, 
and that by a more than ordinary 
vigour in the management too. 

I have mentioned the fir{t time 
when we called a council about 
our voyage at the Canaries, and 
how it was carried againſt my opi- 
nion not to go to the Eaſt Indies, 
but to go to the South Seas, about 
by Cape Horn: As the debate of 
this was not at all concealed, the of- 
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ficers of the ſhip, viz. the two 
lieutenants and two mates, the pur- 
ſer, and others, came in, and went 
out, and not only heard all we ſaid, 
but talked of it at liberty on the 
quarter deck, and where they plea- 
ſed, till it went among the whole 
ſhip's crew. It is true, there came 
nothing of all this at that time, 
becauſe almoſt all the votes being 
againſt my opinion, as I have ſaid 
already, the ſhip's company ſeemed 
to join in naturally with it, and 
the men were ſo talked into the 
great proſpects of gain to them- 
ſelves, by a voyage to the South 
Seas, that they looked upon me, 
who ought to have had the chief 
direction in the buſineſs, to be no 
body, and to have only made a ri- 
diculous propoſal, tending to hurt 
them; and I perceived clearly after 
this, that they looked upon me 
with an evil eye, as one that was 
againſt their intereſt; nay, and 
treated me with a ſort of contempt 
too, as one that had no power to 
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hurt them, but as one, that it 
things were left to me, would 
carry them on a wild goole chaſe 
they knew not whither. 

I took no notice of this at firſt, 


knowing that in the proceſs of 


things I ſhould have opportunity 
enough to let them know I had 
power to oblige them many ways; 
as alſo, that I had authority ſuffi- 
cient to command the whole ſhip, 
and that the direction of the voyage 
was principally in me, though I 
being willing to do every thing in 
a friendly way, had too eaſily, and 
I may ſay, too weakly, put that to 
the vote, which I had a right to 


have commanded their compliance 
with. The ill conſequences of 


which, appeared not, for ſome time, 
but broke out upon the occaſion of 
our new meaſures, as will preſently 
appear. 

As ſoon as we had determined 
our voyage among ourſelves, in the 
great cabin, the Supercargo and 
Captain Merlotte went out upon 


the 
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the quarter deck, and began to 
talk of it among the otiicers, mid- 
ſhipmen, &c. and to give them 
their due, they talked of it very 
honeſtly ; not with any complaint 
of being over-ruied, or over per- 
ſuaded, but as a meaſure that was 
fully agreed to among us in the 

reat cabin. 

The boatſwain, a blunt, ſurly, 
bold fellow, as ſoon as he heard of 
it—Very well, ſays he; ſo we are 
all come back into Captain Poſi- 
tive's blind propoſal, for fo he 
called me; why this is the ſame 
that every body rejected at the Ca- 
naries; and now becauſe we are 
driven hither by contrary winds, 
thoſe winds muſt be a reaſon why 
we muſt undertake a prepoſterous, 
ridiculous voyage, that never any 
ſailor would have propoſed, and 
that man never went before. What 
does the Captain think that we can- 
not find our way to the coaſt of 
America again? and becauſe we 
have met with croſs winds, we 
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muſt never meet with fair ones ? 
I warrant him, let us but go up 
the height of St. Helena, we will 
ſoon reach the Rio de la Plata and 
Port St. Julian again, and get into 
the South Seas too, as others have 
done before us. 

The gunner took it from the 
boatſwain, and he talks with one 
of the midſhip-men in the ſame 
dialect. For my part, ſays he, I 
ſhipped myſelf for the South Seas 
when I firſt came a board the ſhip, 
and in hopes of good booty, and if 
we go thither, I know nothin 
can hinder us, wind and weather 
permitting: But this is ſuch a 
voyage, as no man ever attempted 
before; and whatever the Captain 
propoſes can have nothing in it for 
the men, but horrid fatigue, vio- 
lent heats, ſickneſs, and ſtarving. 


One of the mates takes it from 


him, and he ſays as openly, I won- 
der what a plague the reſt of the 
gentlemen mean, they were all a- 
gainſt the Captain when he * 
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this whimſical voyage before, and 
now they come all into it of a ſud- 
den, without any conſideration ; 
and ſo the project of one man muſt 
ruin the moſt promiſing voyage ever 
yet undertaken, and be the death 
of above two hundred as ſtout fel- 
lows as ever were together in one 
ſhip in this part of the world. 

One of the midſhipmen follow- 
ed the mate, and ſaid we were all 
promiſed that another ſhip ſhould 
be gotten, either purchaſed or ta- 
ken, and that the firſt ſhip we took, 
ſhould be manned and victualled 
out of this ſhip, where we were 
double manned, and crouded toge- 
ther enough to bring an infection 
among us, in ſuch hot climates as 
we are going into; and if we were 
in the South Seas, we ſhould eaſily 
buy a ſhip, or take a ſhip for our 
purpoſe, almoſt where we would; 
but in all this part of the world 
there is no ſuch thing as a ſhip fit 
for an Engliſhman to ſet his foot 
in. We were promiſed too, that 

E 5 when 


4 
* 
1 
* 
5 
— 2 
= 
1 
4 
* 
. #Y 
. 
7 
4 
a 
4 


82 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


when we got into ſuch a ſhip, we 
that entered as midſhipmen ſhould 
be preferred to offices as we were 
qualified, and as our merit ſhould 
recommend us, What they are go- 
ing to do with us now, I cannot 
imagine, unleſs it be to turn us a- 
fore the maſt when half the fore- 
maſt men are dead, and thrown 
over board. 

The maſter, or pilot of the ſhip, 
heard all theſe things, and ſent us 
word into the great cabin of all that 
paſſed, and, in ſhort, aſſured us, 
that if theſe things went a little 
farther, he was afraid they would 
come up to a mutiny ; that there 
was great danger of it already, and 
that we ought to apply ſome im- 
mediate remedy to it, or elſe he 
thought it would be too late: He 
told me the particulars alſo, and 
how the whole weight of their re- 
ſentment ſeemed to tend to a qua- 
relling at my command, as believ- 
ing that this proje& of going to 
the Eaſt Indies was wholly mine; 

and 
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and that the reſt of the officers 
being a little influenced by the ac- 
cident of our being driven ſo far 
out of our way, were only biaſed 
in the reſt by my opinion ; and as 
they were all againſt it before, 
would have been fo ſtill if it had 
not been for me; and he feared, 
if they went on, they might enter 
into ſome fatal meaſures about me, 
and perhaps reſolve to ſet me on 
ſhore in ſome barren uninhabited 
land or other, to give me my belly 
full of new diſcoveries, as it ſeems 
ſome of them had hinted, and the 
ſecond mate in particular. 

I was far from being inſenſible 
of the danger I was in, and indeed 
of the danger the whole voyage, 
ſhip and all, was in; for I made 
no queſtion, but that if their bru- 
tiſh rage led them to one villainous 
action, they would ſoon go on to 
another ; and the devil would take 
hold of that handle to repreſent 
the danger of their being puniſhed 
for it when they came home; and 
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ſo, as has been often the caſe, 
prompt them to mutiny againſt all 
commaad, and run away with the 
ſhip. 

However, I had preſence of mind 
enough to enter into proper mea- 
ſures for our general ſafety, and to 
prevent the worſt in caſe of any 
attempt upon me. Firſt I repre- 
ſented the caſe to the reſt of the 
gentlemen, and aſked if they would 
ſtand by me, and by the reſolu— 
tions which we had taken for the 
voyage ; then I called in to our 
aſſiſtance, the chief mate, who was 
a kinſman of one of our owners, a 
bold reſolute gentleman, and the 
purſer, who we knew was faithful 
to us; as alſo the ſurgeon and the 
carpenter: I engaged them all to 
give me firſt their opinions whe- 
ther they were convinced of the 
reaſonableneſs of my ſcheme for 
the voyage I had propoſed; and 
that they might judge for them- 
ſelves, laid it all before them again, 
arguing every part of it ſo clearly 
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to them, that they were convinced 
entirely of its being the moſt ra- 
tional proſpect of the voyage for 
us, of any we could go about. 

When I had done this, I re- 
commended it to them to expoſtu- 
late with the men, and, if poſſi- 
ble, to keep them in temper, and 
keep them to their duty; but at 
the ſame time, to ſtand all ready, 
and upon a fignal which I gave 
them, to come all to the ſteerage, 
and defend the great cabin door 
with all the other hands, whom 
they could be ſure of; and in the 
mean time to be very watchful over 
the motions of the men, and ſee 
what they drove at. 

At the ſame time I fortified my- 
ſelf with the French captain, and 
the ſupercargo, and the other cap- 
tain; and by the way, all the 
French captain's men were true to 
him (and he true to us) to a man. 
We then brought a ſufficient ſtore 
of ammunition and ſmall arms into 
the great cabin, and ſecured the 
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ſteerage, as alſo the round-houſe, 
ſo that we could not poſſibly be 
ſurprized. 

There was nothing done that 
night, but the next morning I was 
informed, that the gunner and ſe- 
cond mate were in a cloſe cabal 
together, and one or two of the 
midſhipmen, and that they had 
ſworn to one another, not that 
they would not go the voyage as 
was propoſed, for that might have 
ended in their running away, which 
I ſhould not have been ſorry for; 
but in ſhort, their oath was, that 
the ſhip ſhould not go the voyage; 
by which I was preſently to un- 
derſtand, that they had ſome mea- 
ſures to take to prevent my deſign 
of the voyage to the Phillipines, 
and that perhaps this was to run 
away with the ſhip to Madagaſcar, 
which was not far off, 

I had however this apparent en- 
couragement, that as the contri- 
vance was yet but two days old, 
for it was but two days fince they 
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had any notice of our intentions 
to go, they would be ſome days 
caballing and forming an intereſt 
among the men, to make up a 
party ſtrong enough to make any 
attempt; and that as I had a 
truſty ſet of men who would be as 
diligent the other way, they would 
be contriving every method to get 
the men over to their opinion, 
ſo that at leaſt it would be ſome 
time before they could make their 
party up. 

The affair was nghtly conjectur- 
ed, and the three men who had 
made themſelves the head of the 
mutineers, went on a pace, and my 
men encreaſed too, as much as 
could be deſired for the time; but 
the Friday after, which was about 
five days from the firſt diſcovery, 
one of the midſhipmen came and 
deſired to ſpeak With me, and beg- 


ged it might not, if poſſible, be 


known that he was with me. I 
alked him if he deſired to be alone, 
he ſaid no, I might appoint whom 
I thought 
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I thought convenient that I could 
truſt, but that what he had to ſay, 
was of the laſt importance to all 
our lives, and that therefore he 
hoped l would be very ſure of thoſe 
in whom I confided. 
Upon this I told him, I would 
name the chief mate, the French 
Captain, and the Super Cargo, and 
in the mean time, I bade him not 
be too much ſurprized, ſor that 
I had alteady ſome warning of the 
ſcheme which I believed he had to 
tell me of, and that I was preparing 
all things to diſappoint it : That 
however I ſhould not value his 
fidelity the leſs, and that he might 
ſpeak freely his mind before thoſe 
men, for they were all in the ſecret 
already, and he might be ſure both 
of protection and reward. | 
Accordingly, I bade him go out 
upon the quarter deck, and walk 
there, and that when the chief 
mate went off into the round- 
houſe, he ſhould go down between 
decks as if he was going into his 
cabin 
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cabin to ſleep, and that when he 
heard the chief mate call the cabin 
boy, a black of mine, whoſe name 
was Spartivento, he ſhould take 
that for a ſignal that the ſteerage 
was clear, and he might come up, 
and thould be let into the great 
cabin ; all which was ſo managed, 
and in ſo ſhort a time, that he was 
with us in the great cabin in a 
quarter of an hour after the firſt 
conference, and none of the men 
perceived it. 

Here he let me into the whole ſe- 
cret, and a wicked ſcheme it was; 
viz. That the ſecond mate, the gun- 
ner, three midſhipmen, the cock- 
ſwain, and about fix and thirty of 
the men, had reſolved to mutiny 
and ſeize upon all us who were in 
the new project, as they called it : 
and to confine us firſt, then to ſet 
us on ſhore, either there where we 
were, or ſome where elſe, and ſo 
carry the ſhip away to the South 
Seas, and then to do as they found 
convenient; that is to ſay, in a 
word, 


go DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


word, to ſeize upon me, the 
other captain, the French Cap. 
tain, the ſupercargo, the chief mate, 
doctor, and carpenter, with ſome 
others, and run away with the 
ſhip. 

He told me, that they had not 
fully concluded on all their mea. 
fures, nor gained ſo many of the 
men as they intended ; that they 
were to ſound ſome more of the 
men the next morning, and es ſoon 
as they had made their number u 
fifty, they were reſolved to make 
the attempt, which they did not 
queſtion would be by Thurſday, 
and this was Monday morning; 


and that if they were then ready, 


they would make the onſet at 
changing the watch the ſame even- 
ing. He added, that as they were 
to go on ſhore the next morning 
for freſh water, I ſhould know the 
truth of it by this; that the ſecond 
mate would come to me, and tel! 
me that they wanted more water, 
and to know if I pleaſed the boats 

ſhould 


| ROUND THE WORLD. g1 
E ſhould go on ſhore, and that if 1 
choſe it he would go with them, or 
© any elſe whom I pleaſed to appoint; 
and that upon ſuppoſition that I 
would leave it to him, to take thoſe 
be thought fit to go with him, he 
E would then take occaſion to chooſe 
the principal conſpirators, that they 
might, when they were on ſhore, 
conclude upon the meaſures they 
intended to purſue. 

had all that day (Monday) to 
order my preparations, and upon 
this plain intelligence, I determined 
to loſe no time, nor was it long be- 


fore I reſolved what to do; for as 


their deſign was deſperate, ſo I 
had nothing but deſperate remedies 
to provide. Having therefore ſet- 
tled my meaſures, I called for the 
cockſwain, and bade him man the 
pinnace, for that I was to go on 
ſhore, and I appointed only the 
ſupercargo, and the ſurgeon, and 
the French Captain, to go with 
me. 
There were no Engliſh ſhips in 
the 
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the road, but there were about five 
Dutch veſſels homeward bound, 
waiting for more, and three out- 
ward bound. As I paſled by one 
of the outward bound Eaſt India 
ſhips, the French Captain, as we 
had agreed before, pretended to 
know the ſhip, and that the com- 
mander was his old acquaintance, 
and aſked me to give him leave to 
viſit bim, and told me he was ſure 
he would make us all welcome. | 
ſeemed unwilling at firſt, telling 
him, I intended to go on ſhore 
and pay my reſpects to the Gover- 
nor, and, as was uſual, to aſk him 
leave to buy ſome proviſions, and 
that the Governor would take it 
very ill if I did not go: However, 
upon his alledging that we would 
not ſtay, and that the Dutch Cap- 
tain, upon his going on board, 
would, he was ſure, give us 2 
letter of recommendation to the 
Governor, by which we ſhould 
have every thing granted that we 
could deſire, J conſented to his 
impor- 
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importunity, and we went on board. 
Captain Merlotte, who ſpoke 
Dutch very well, haled the ſhip, 
aſked the captain's name, and then 
alked if he was on board; they 
anſwered yes, then he bade them 
tell him the captain of the Engliſh 
ſhip was come to viſit him; up- 
on which, immediately their chief 
mate bade them man the fide, and 
ſtood at the fide to receive us, and 
before we could get up, the Dutch 
Captain came upon the quarter 
deck, and with great civility in- 
vited us into his cabin ; and while 
we were there, the chief mate, by 
the captain's order, entertained the 
boats crew with like civility. 
When we were in the cabin, 
Captain Merlotte told the Dutch 
Captain that we came indeed to 
him in the form of a viſit, but that 
| our buſineſs was of the greateſt im- 
portance, and deſired we might 
ſpeak to him of it in the hearin 
e of none but ſuch as he could truſt: 
s The captain told us with the great- 
2 eſt 
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eſt open-heartedneſs imaginable, 
that though we were ſtrangers to 
him, yet we looked like hone 
men, and he would grant our re. 
queſt ; we ſhould ſpeak it in the 
hearing of none but thoſe we could 
truſt, for there ſhould be no body 
by but ourſelves. 

We made him fully ſenſible 
that we knew how obliging that 
compliment was, but begged he 
would admit any whom he thought 
worthy to be truſted with a ſecrei 
of the laſt importance. He then 
carried it as far the other way, and 
told us, that then he mult call in 
the whole ſhip's company, for that | 
there was not a man in the ſhip 
but he could truſt his life in his 
hands. However, upon the whole, 
he ſent every body out of the cabin 
but us three and himſelf, and then 


deſired we would ſpeak our minds i 


freely. 
Captain Merlotte, who {poke 
Dutch, began, but the Dutch Cap- 


tain interrupted him, and aſked . 
the 
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the Engliſh Captain, (meaning me) 
ſpoke Dutch; he ſaid no, upon 
which he aſked Captain Merlotte 
if he ſpoke Engliſh, and he ſaid yes, 
upon which he let me know that 


he underſtood Engliſh, and defired 


I would ſpeak to him in Engliſh. 


I was heartily glad of this, and 


began immediately with the ſtory, 


for we had time little enough. I 
told him that he was particularly 


happy, in having it in his power to 


ſay he could put his life in the hand 
of any man, the meaneſt in his ſhip ; 
that my men were unhappily the 
reverſe of his; and then beginning 
at the firſt of the ſtory, I gave him 
a full account of the whole, as re- 


| lated above. a 


He was extremely affected with 


it, and aſked me what he could do 


to ſerve me, and aſſured me that he 


| would not only do what in him 


lay, but would engage all the ſhips 
in the road to do the like, and the 
governor alſo on ſhore, I thanked 
him very fincerely, and told him, 

that 
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that what at preſent was the cir. 
cumſtance I thought lay before me, 
was this, viz. that the chief con- 
ſpirators would be cn ſhore on the 
morrow, with one, or perhaps two, 
of our boats, to fetch water, and 
get ſome freſh proviſions, and |] 
ſhould be very glad to have them 
ſeized upon by ſurprize, when they 
were on ſhore, and that then [ 
thought I could maſter the reſt on 
board well enough. 

Leave that to me, ſays he,! 
will give the governor notice this 
evening, and as ſoon as they come 
on ſhore they ſhall be all ſeized; 
but, ſays he, if you think they may 
incline to make any reſiſtance, | 
will write a line to the governor, 
and give it you now; then when 
your men go on ſhore, order two 
of the principal rogues to go and 
wait on the governor with the let- 
ter from you, and when he re- 
ceives it, he ſhall ſecure them 
there; ſo they will be divided and 
taken with the more eaſe. 


In 
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In the mean time, added he, 
while this is doing on ſhore, I will 
come on board your ſhip, with my 
long boat and pinnace, and as ma- 
ny men as you pleaſe, to repay you 
the compliment of this viſit, and 
aſſiſt you in reducing the reſt. 

This was ſo kind, and ſo com- 
pleatly what I deſired, that I could 
have aſked nothing more; and I 
accepted his viſit in his barge, 
which I thought would be enough, 
but was afraid that if more came, 
our men might be alarmed, and 
take arms before I was ready; fo 
we agreed upon that, and if I de- 
fired more help, I ſhould hang out 
a ſignal, viz. a red Antient on the 
m1zen top. 

All things being thus conſulted, 
I returned on board, pretending to 
our men that I had ſpent ſo much 
time on board the Dutch ſhip, that 
could not go on ſhore; and in- 
deed ſome of my men were ſo. 
drunk, that they could ſcarce fit to 
their oars ; and the cockſwain was 
lo very far gone, that I took occa- 

Vor. I. F ſion 
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ſion to aſk publickly, to leave him 
on board till the next day, giving 
the Dutch Captain alſo a hint that 
he was in the conſpiracy, and ] 
ſhould be glad to leave him on that 
account. 

The next day about nine o'clock, 
the ſecond mate came to me, and 
told me they wanted more water, 
and if I pleaſed to order the boat 


on ſhore, he would go, if I thought 


fit, and fee if he could get any freſh 
proviſions, the purſer being indiſ- 
poſed. 

I told him yes, with all my 
heart, that the Dutch Captain laſt 
night had given me a letter to the 
governor, to deſire we might be 
furniſhed with whatever we had oc- 
caſion for, and that I had thoughts 
of calling for him to go on ſhore 
and deliver it, and that perhaps the 
governor might make him ſome 
preſent in compliment to the Eng- 
liſh nation. 

He ſeemed extremely pleaſed at 
this, and even elevated, and going 

| out 
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out to give orders about the boat, 
ordered the long boat and the ſhal- 
top, and came in again, and aſked 
me who ] pleaſed to have go along 
with him; I anſwered, ſmilingly 
to him, pick and chooſe them your- 
ſelf, only leave the pinnace's crew 
that went with me yeſterday, be- 
cauſe they muſt go on board again 
to carry the Dutch Captain a little 
preſent of Engliſh beer that I am 
going to ſend him, and fetch aboard 
their drunken cockſwain, who was 
ſo intoxicated, we were fain to 
leave him behind us. 

This was juſt what he wanted ; 
and we found he choſe all the chief 
rogues of the conſpiracy ; ſuch as 
the boatſwain, the gunner, the mid- 
{ſhipmen we ſpoke of, and ſuch of 
the foremaſt men as he had ſecured 
in his deſign, and of the reſt, we 
judged they were in the plot, be- 
cauſe he took them with him ; and 
thus having the long boat and the 
ſhallop, with about fix and thirty 
EN men 
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men with them, away they went 
to fill water. 

When they came on ſhore, they 
had preſently three Dutchmen, ſet 
by the Dutch Captain, unperceived 
by them, to be ſpies upon them, 
and to mark exactly what they did; 


and at the ſame time, found three 


boats of Dutchmen at the water. 
ing place, for the captain had pro- 
cured two boats to go on ſhore 
from two other ſhips, full of men 
alſo, having acquainted them with 
the deſign. As ſoon as our boats 
came on ſhore, the men appeared 
to be all very much engaged in 


ſomething more than ordinary, and 


inſtead of ſeparating, as it was ex- 
pected they ſhould, they went al] 
into one boat, and there they were 
mighty buſy engaged in diſcourſe 
one with another. 

The Dutch Captain had given the 
charge of theſe things to a briſk, 
bold fellow, his mate, and he took 
the-hints the captain gave him, ſo 
well, that nothing could have been 
better; 
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better; for finding the men thus in 
a kind of a cabal, he takes four of 
his men with muſkets on their 
ſhoulders, like the governor's men, 
and goes with them to the Engliſh- 
mens boat, and aſks for their offi- 
cer, the ſecond mate, who upon 
this appears: He tells them he 
comes trom the governor, to know 
if they were Engliſhmen, and what 
their buſineſs was on ſhore there: 
The mate anſwered, they came 
from on board the Englith ſhip, 
that they were driven there by ſtreſs 
of weather, and hoped they might 
have leave to fall water and buy 
neceſſaries for their money. 

He told them he ſuppoſed the 
governor would not refuſe them 
when he knew who they were, but 
that it was but good manners to 
aſk leave: The Engliſhman told 
him, that he had not yet filled any 
water, or bought any proviſions, 
and that he had a letter to the 
governor, from the captain, which 
he ſuppoſed was to pay the uſual 

F 4 civilities 
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civilities to him, and to give him 
the civility of aſking leave, as was 
expected. 

The Dutchman anſwered, that 
was hael weel, that he might go 
and carry it if he pleaſed then, and 
if the governor gave them leave, 
all was right and as it ſhould be: 
but that the men could not be ad. 
mitted to come on ſhore till his 
return. 

Upon this, away goes the ſecond 
mate of our ſhip, and three of the 
men with him, whereof the gun- 
ner was one; for he had aſked the 
Dutchman how many he might 
carry with him, and he told him 
three or four; and thoſe he took, 
you may be ſure were of the par- 
ticular men, whom he had a confi- 
dence in, becauſe of their conver- 
ſing together by the way. 

When they came to the gover- 
nor, the mate ſent in a meflage 
farſt, viz. That he was come from 
on board the Engliſh ſhip in the 


road, 
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road, and that he had a letter from 
the captain to his Excellence. 

The governor, who had notice 
given him of the buſineſs, ſends out 
word, that the gentlemen ſhould 
ſend in the letter, and the gover- 
nor would give them an anſwer: 
In the mean time, there appeared 
a guard of ſoldiers at the Gover- 
nor's houſe, and the four Engliſh- 
men were let into the outer room, 
where the door was ſhut after them, 
and the ſoldiers ſtood without the 
door, and more ſoldiers in another 
room between them and the par- 
lour which the governor fat in. 

After fome time, the mate was 
called in, and the governor told 
him, that he had read the letter 
which he brought, and aſked him, 
if he knew the contents of it; he 
anſwered no: The governor repli- 
ed, he ſuppoſed not, for if he had, 
he would ſcarce have brought it ; 
at the ſame time told him, he was 
obliged to make him and all his 
men priſoners, at the requeſt of 

F 4 their 
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their own captain, for a conſpiracy 
to raiſe a mutiny and run away with 
the thip. Upon which, two great 
fat Dutchmen came up to him and 
bid him deliver his ſword, which 
he did with ſome reluctance ; for 
he was a ſtout, ſtrong fellow; but 
he ſaw it all to no purpoſe to 
diſpute or refit. 

At the ſame time,. the three men 
without were made priſoners alſo, 
by the ſoldiers. When the gover- 
nor had thus ſecured theſe men, he 
called them in and enquired the 
particulars of the caſe, and ex- 
poſtulated with them very patheti- 
cally upon ſuch a horrid, villan- 
ous deſign, and enquired of them 
what the occaſion could be; and 
hearing all they had to ſay in their 
defence, told them he could do no- 
thing more in it, till their captain 
came on ſhore, which would be in 
a day or two, and that in the mean 
time, they muſt be content to re- 
main in cuſtody, which they did, 
ſeparated from one another. They 


Were 
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were very civilly treated, but ſtrictly 
kept from ſpeaking or ſending any 
meſſages to one another, or to the 
boats. 

When this was accompliſhed, 
the governor ſent fix files of muſ- 
queteers down to the watering place, 
with an order to ſecure all the Eng- 
liſhmen in the two boats, which was 
done. They ſeemed inclined to 
make ſome reſiſtance at firſt, being 
all very well armed; but the ſea- 
men of the three Dutch long boats, 
joining themſelves to the ſoldiers, 
and notice being given the Engliſh 
ſeamen, that if they fired one gun, 
they ſhould have no quarter, and 
eſpecially their two principal men, 
the chief mate, and the gunner, 
being abſent, they ſubmitted, and 
were all made priſoners alſo. 
| When this was done, of which 

the Dutch Captain had notice, by a 
ſignal from the ſhore, he came off 
in his ſhallop, with about ſixteen 
ſeamen, and five or fix gentlemen 
and officers, to pay his viſit to 
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me. I received him with all the 
appearance of ceremony imaginable, 
ordered an elegant dinner to be 
prepared for him, and cauſed his 
men to be all treated upon the 
deck, and made mighty preparati- 
ons for the feaſt. 

But in the middle of all this; 
Captain Merlotte, with all his 
Frenchmen, being thirty-two, ap- 
peared in arms on the quarter 
deck ; the Dutch Captain's attend- 
ants ſtood to their arms on the 


main deck, and I, with the ſuper- 


cargo, the doctor, and the other 
captain, leaving the Dutch Cap- 
tain and ſome men in the great 
cabin as a reſerve, came to the 
ſteerage door, cleared the ſteerage 
behind me, and ſtood there with a 
cutlaſs in my hand, but ſaid no- 
thing; neither was there a word 
ſpoke any where all the while. 

In this juncture, the chief mate, 
tie faithful midſhipmen, the car- 
penter, and the gunner's mate, with 
about twenty men, whom they 

couid 
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could truſt, went fore and aft be- 
tween decks, and fecured all the 
particular men that we had the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of, being no leſs 
than thirty-five more: Theſe they 
ſecured, bringing them up into the 
ſteerage, where their hands were 
tied behind them, and they were 
commanded not to ſpeak a word to 
one another, upon pain of preſent 
death. 
When this was done, the chief 
mate came to me to the ſteerage 
door, and paſſing by, went for- 
ward on with his men, entered the 
cook room, and poſted himſelf at 
the cook room door. There might 
be ſtill about eighty men upon the 
forecaſtle, and midſhips upon the 
open decks ; and there they ſtood 
ſtaring, and ſurprized at what was 
doing, but not being able to gueſs 
in the leaſt what was meant, what 
was the cauſe of it, or what was 
intended to be done farther. 
When I found all things ready, 
I moved forward a ſtep or two, and 
F 6 beckoning 
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beckoning to the mate to command 
falence, I told the men, that I was 
not diſpoſed to hurt any man, nor 
had I done what I now did, but by 
neceſſity, and that I expected they 
ſhould all ſubmit; that if any one 
of them made the leaſt reſiſtance, he 
was a dead man, but that if they 
would be eaſy and quiet, I ſhould 
give a very good account to them 
all, of every part of the voyage, or 
ſcheme of a voyage which I had 
laid, and which had been ſo ill re- 
preſented to them. 

Then I cauſed my commiſſioner 
letter of mart to be read to them all, 
by which it appeared, that I was 
really chief commander of the ſhip, 
and had a right to dire& the voyage 
as I thought beſt; with a paper of 
written inſtructions, ſigned by the 
owners and adventurers, and di— 
rected to me, with another paper of 
inſtructions to all the officers, to be 
directed by me in all things; which 
indeed, was all news to them, for 
they did not think I was the chief 

captain 
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captain or commander of the ſhip 
and voyage. 

When I had done this, I gave 
them a long and full account of 
the reaſons why I thought it beſt 
as our preſent circumſtances were 
ſtated, not to go to. the South Seas 
firit, but to go away to the Phil- 
lipine Iſlands, and what great proſ- 
pet of advantage to the owners 
there was, as well as to the men; 
and that I wondered much that 
ſuch meaſures were taking in the 
ſhip as I heard there were; and 
that I was not, they might ſec, 
unprovided of means to reduce 
every one of them to their duty 
by force, and to puniſh thoſe that 
were guilty as they deſerved ; but 
that I rather deſired to win them 
with kindneſs; and that therefore 
I had reſolved, that if any of them 
had any reaſon to diſlike the voyage, 
they ſhould be ſafely ſet on ſhore, 
and ſuffered to go to the ſecond 
mate and his comrades : And far- 
ther, I told them what circumſtan- 
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ces they were in, and how effectu- 
ally they were ſecured. 

This aſtoniſhed them, and ſur. 
prized them exceedingly, and ſome 
of them enquired more particularly 
into the circumftances of the faid 
ſecond mate and his fellows: 1 
told them they were ſafe enough, 
and ſhould remain fo: For as 1 
could prove they had all a vil- 
lanous deſign to run away with 
the ſhip, and ſet me on ſhore, ei- 
ther here, or in a worſe place, I 
thought that only upon account of 
my own ſafety, fuch men were not 
fit to go in the ſhip, being once 
capable to entertain ſuch horrid 
miſchievous thoughts, or that could 
be guilty of och a villany; and 
that if any of them were of their 
minds, they were very welcome, 
if they thought fit, to go to them. 

At this offer, ſome bold rogues 
upon the forecaſtle, which I did not 
diſcern, by reaſon of the number 
that ſtood there, cried out, One and 
all, which was a cry, at the fame ' 
time, of mutiny and rebellion, that 
was 
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was certain, and in its kind very 

dangerous. | 
However, to let them ſee I was 
not to be daunted with it, I called 
out to one of the men among them, 
whom I ſaw upon the forecaſtle ; 
You Jones, ſaid I, tell me who 
they are, and -come away from 
them, for I will make an example 
of them, whoever they are. Will. 
Jones ſlunk in among the reſt, and 
made me no anſwer, and immedi- 
ately One and all was cried again, 
and a little huzza with it, and ſome 
of the men appeared to have fire 
arms with them. There was a great 
many of them, and J preſently fore- 
ſaw, that if I went to the extre- 
mity, I ſhould ſpoil the voyage, 
though I conquered them; ſo J 
bridled my paſhon with all my 
power, and faid calmly, very well 
gentlemen, let me know what you 
mean by one and all? I offered any 
of you that did not like to go the 
the voyage, to quit the ſhip; is 
that what you intend by Ore _ 
all 
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all? If ſo, you are welcome, and 
pray take care to do it immedi. 
ately ; as for what cheſts or clothes 
you have: in the ſhip, you ſhall 
have them all with you. Upon 
this I made the chief mate, who 
was now come to me again, ad. 
vance a little with ſome more men, 
and get between the men upon the 
forecaſtle, and thoſe who were up- 
on the main deck; and, as if he 
had wanted room, when he was 
gotten between them, he ſaid to 
them, ſtand aft a little gentlemen, 
and ſo crowded them towards me. 

As they came nearer: and nearer 
to where I ſtood, I had opportu- 
nity to ſpeak to them ſingly, which 
I did calmly and ſmiling. 

Why how now Tom, ſays I to 
one of them, what are you among 
the mutineers ? 

Lord Sir, ſays Tom, not J, they 
are mad I think, I have nothing to 
ſay to them; I care not where ! go, 
not I; I will go round the globe 
with you, it's all one to me. 

Well 
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Well Tom, ſays I, but what do 
you do among them then? come 
away into the ſteerage, and ſhow 
yourſelf an honeſt man. | 

So Tom comes in, and after hint 
another, and then two more ; upon 
my ſaying to Tom what do you do 
among them, one of the fellows 
ſays to one of the officers that 
ſtood at a little diſtance from me, 
what does the captain mean by ſay- 
ing among them, what does he 
reckon us to be in the plot? He is 
quite wrong, we are all ignorant, 
and ſurprized at it. He immedi- 
ately tells me this, and 1 was glad, 
you may be ſure to hear it, and 
ſaid aloud to the man that he ſpoke 
to, if they are honeſt men and 
would not appear in this villainy, 
let them go down between decks 
and get out of the way, that they 
may have no ſhare in the puniſh- 
ment, if they have none in the 
crime. With all my heart, ſays 
| one, God bleſs you captain, ſays 

another, and away they dropt one 


by 
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by one in at the ſteerage door, and 
down between decks, every one to 
his hammock or cabin, till there 
were not above five or fix of them 
left. 

By this time, our two boats ap- 
peared from the ſhore, being both 
manned with Dutchmen, viz. the 


Dutch Captain's mate and about 


twenty of his men, all the water 
caſks full, but not a man of mine 
with them, for they were left on 
thore in ſafe cuſtody. 

I waited till they came on board, 
and then turning to the men on 
the forecaſtle, I told them they 
ſhould go on board the boats im- 
mediately, as ſoon as the buts of 
water were hoiſted in. They ſtill 
ſaid One and all, they were ready, 
defired they might go and fetch 
their clothes. 

No, no, fays I, not a man of 


you ſhall ſet your foot any more 


into the ſhip; but go get you into 
the boat, and what is your own, 
{hall be given you into the boat. 

As 
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As I ſpoke this in an angry 
tone, and with a kind of paſſion, 
that beſpoke reſentment to a high 
degree, they began to ſee they had 
no opportunity to chooſe; and 
ſome of them ſlipt down the ſcut- 
tle into the cook room. I had or- 
dered the officer who was there, 
who was one of the midſhipmen, 
to wink at it, and let as many 
come down as offered it, and the 
honeſt man did more than that ; 
for he went to the ſcuttle himſelf, 
and as if he had whiſpered, ſo that 
I ſhould not hear him, called them 
one by one by their names, and ar- 
gued with them: Prithee Jack, 
lays he to one of them, do not you 
be diſtracted and ruin yourſelt to 
gratify a raſh drunken humour ; if 
you go into the boat you are un- 
done, you will be ſeized as ſoon as. 
you come on ſhore as the reſt are, 
and will be ſent to England in 
irons, and there you will be infal- 
libly hanged ; why you are cer- 
tainly all mad. 

Jack 
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Jack replies, he had no deſign 


to mutiny, but the ſecond mate 
drew him in, and he did not know 
what to do, he wiſhed he had not 
meddled ; he knew he was un- 
done; but now what could he 
do ? 

Do, ſays the midſhipman, leave 
them ſor ſhame, and flip down 
here, and I will ſee and get you 
off if I can. 

Accordingly he pulled him 
down, and after him ſo many 
got out of ſight the ſame way 
that there was not above ſeven- 
teen or eighteen left upon the 
forecaſtle. 

I ſeemed to take no notice of that, 
till at laſt one of the men that was 
left there with his hat or cap in 
his hand, ſtepping juſt to the edge 
of the forecaſtle which was next 
to me, ſaid, in a very reſpectful 
manner, that I ſaw how many had 
flunk away. and made their peace, 
or at leaſt obtained pardon, and 
that I might, perhaps, know that 

they 
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they who were left were only ſuch as 
had their duty there, being placed 
there of courſe before the mutiny 
began, and that they had no hand 
in it, but abhorred it with all their 
hearts, which he hoped 1 would 
conſider and not join them with 
thoſe that had offended, merely 
becauſe they came upon the fore- 
caſtle and mixed there with the 
men who had the watch. 

I told him if that was true it 
would be in their favour, but I 
expected he would prove it to my 
ſatisfaction before j accepted that 
for an excuſe. He told me it 
might, perhaps, be hard to prove 
it, ſeeing the boatſwain and his 
mate, and the ſecond mate were 
gone, but the reſt of the ſhip's 
crew could all teſtify that they 
were a part of the men whoſe 
watch it was, and that they were 
upon the forecaſtle by the neceſſity 
of their duty and no otherwiſe, and 
called ſeveral men who were upon 


duty 
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duty with them to witneſs it, who 
did confirm it. 

Upon this, I found myſelf un- 
der a neceſſity, in juſtice to the 
men, to approve it: But my own 
management was a bite upon my- 
ſelf in it; for though I did allow 
the midſhipman to wink at their 
ſlipping away as before, yet I made 
no queſtion but I ſhould have ſome 
left to make examples of; but as 1 
could not go back from the pro- 
miſe of mercy which I had allowed 
the midſhipman to offer in m 
name: So I] tricked myſelf by their 
miſtake into a neceſlity of pardon- 
ing them all, which was very far 
from my deſign ; but there was no 
remedy. 

However, the men, when they 
were ſo happily eſcaped, defired the 
midſhipman, who had been in- 
ſtrumental to their deliverance, to 
aſſure me, that as they were ſenſi- 
ble they had deſerved very ill at 
my hands, and that yet I had treated 
them thus kindly, they would not 
only 
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only reveal to me all the particulars 
of the conſpiracy, and the names 
of thoſe principally concerned in 
it, but that they would aſſure me, 
they would never more diſpute any 
of my meaſures, but were very 
ready to do their duty as ſeamen 
to what part of the world ſoever I 
might think fit to go, or which 
way I thought fit to carry them; 
whether outward or homeward, 
and that they gave me the tender 
of their duty in this manner with 
the utmoſt ſincerity and with thank- 
fulneſs, for my having forgiven 
them that conduct which was the 
worſt that a ſeaman could be guil- 
ty of. 

I took this very kindly, and 
ſent them word I did fo, and that 
they ſhould ſee they had taken the 
wiſer courſe, that I had an in- 
tire confidence in their fidelity, and 
that they ſhould never find I would 
reproach them with, or uſe them 
the worſe, for what had paſt. 

I muſt 
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I muſt confefs, I was very glad 
of this ſubmiſſion of the men; for 
though by the meaſures I had 
taken I was ſatisfied I ſhould con- 
quer them, and that I was fafe 
from their attempts; yet carrying 
it on by reſentment, and doin 
juſtice upon the offenders, what- 
ever advantage it had one way, 
had this diſadvantage in the con- 
quence; (viz.) that it would ruin 
the voyage, for at leaſt half the 
men were in the plot. 

Having thus conquered them by 
good uſage, I thought my next 
work was to enquire into the mil- 
takes which had been the founda- 
tion of all this: So before I parted 
with the men who had returned to 
their duty, I told them, that as! 
had freely forgiven what was paſt, 
ſo I would keep my word, that! 
would never reproach them with 
it; but that I thought it was ne- 
ceſſary their judgments ſhould be 
convinced how much they were 
impoſed upon, as well as their 
tempers 
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tempers be reduced by my kind- 
neſs to them. That I was of the 
opinion that they had been abuſed 
in the account given them of 
what I had defigned to do, and of 
the reaſons I had to give for doing 
it; and I would defire them to let 
me know afterwards, whether they 
had been faithfully informed or 
not; and whether in their own 
judgement, now when they were 
freed from the prepoſſeſſions they 
were under, they could object any 
thing againſt it or no. 

This I did with reſpect to the 
other men who J had made priſon- 
ers in the ſteerage, who J had the 
ſame deſign to be kind to as I had 
to theſe; but upon whom I reſolved 
to work this way, becauſe, after 


all, I might have this work to do 


over again if I ſhould meet with 
any diſappointment or miſcarriage 
in the voyage; or eſpecially if we 
thould be put to any difficulties or 


diſtreſs in the purſuing it. 


In order to this, I cauſed the 
Vol. I. G voyage 
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voyage itſelf, and the reaſons of it, 
the nature of the trade I was to 
carry on by it, the purſuit of it to 
the South Seas; and in a word, 
every thing juſt as we had argued 
and ſettled it in the great cabin, to 
be put into writing and read to 
them. 

The fellows, every one of them, 
declared they were fully ſatisfied 
in the voyage itſelf, and that my 
reaſons for it were perfectly good; 
and that they had received a quite 
different account of it; as that! 
would carry them into the iſland 
of the Moluccas, which was the 
moſt unhealthy part of the Eaſt 
Indies; that I would go away 
to the South for new diſcoveries ; 
and that I would go away thence to 


the South Seas ; which was a voy- 


age of ſuch a length, that no ſhip 
could victual for; that it was im- 
poſſible to carry freſh water ſuch a 


length; and in a word, that it was 


a voyage that would deſtroy us all, 
It was the chief mate and the 
midſhip- 
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midſhip-man who took them all 
down the ſcuttle, that brought me 
this account from them; ſo I made 
him take two of thoſe penitent mu- 
tineers with him, and go to the 
men in the ſteerage, whom he had 
made prifoners at firſt, and ſee 
whether their deluſions were of 
the ſame kind, and what kind of 
temper they were in : Accordingly 
he went to them directly, for this 
was not a buſineſs that admitted 
giving them time to club and cabal 
together, and form other ſocieties or 
combinations which might have 
conſequences fatal to us ſtill. | 

When he came to them, he told 
them, the captain was willing to 
do all the juſtice poſſible to his 
men, and to uſe them on all occa- 
ſions with equity and kindneſs ; 
that I had ordered him to enquire 
calmly what it was had moved them 
to theſe diſorders, and what it was 
which they had been made to be- 
lieve was doing, that they could 
enter into meaſures ſo deſtructive 
G 2 to 
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to themſelves, and to thoſe who 


had entruſted them all with the 


ſhip and cargo; for that in a voy. 
age every foremaſt-man, in his de. 
gree, is truſted with the ſafety cf 
the whole ſhip. 

They anſwered it was the ſecond 
mate; that they had never ſhewn 


_ themſelves diſcontented, much leſs 


diſorderly in the ſhip; that they 
had on all occaſions done their duty 
through the whole voyage till now, 
and that they had no ill deſign upon 
any one, much leſs had they any 
deſign to deſtroy the voyage or in- 


jure the captain; but that they 
were all told by the ſecond mate, 


that the captain had impoſed upon 
them, by propoſing a mad voyage 
to the South Pole that would be 
the death of them all, and that 
they were to lay aſide the trading 
and cruiſing voyages which they 
came out upon, and were now to 
ſpend the whole voyage in new diſ- 
coveries ; by which the men could 


propoſe nothing to themſelves but 
hardſhips, 
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hardſhips, and perhaps periſhing 


with hunger and cold ; whereas, 
had they gone to the South Seas as 
was intended, they might all have 
been made; and that the hazards 
with that proſpect, had ſome con- 
ſolation in them; whereas in this 
project, there was nothing but cer- 
tain deſtruction. 

The mate delivered them a copy 
of the ſcheme J had propoſed, the 
reaſons of it, the trade I had de- 
ſigned, the return I was to make, 
and every thing as I have already 
mentioned, and bade them take it 
and conſider of it. 

As I was juſtly provoked to ſee 
how I had been abuſed and miſre- 
preſented to the men, ſo they were 
aſtoniſhed when they read my 
ſcheme and ſaw what miſchiefs 
they had been led into for they 
knew not what, and without any 
reaſon or juſt conſideration : And 
after they had debated things a 
while among themſelves, they de- 
lired the chief mate might come 
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to them again, which he did: 
Then they told him, that as they 
had been thus groſsly abuſed and 
drawn into miſchiefs which the 
never deſigned, by ſuch plauſible 
pretences, and by being told tuch 
a long ftory full of lies, and to 
carry on an infernal project of the 
ſecond mates; they hoped then, 
being ſo much impoſed upon, 
would a little extenuate their fault; 
that they were convinced, the cap- 
tain had propoſed nothing but 
What was very rational, and a voy- 
age that might be very profitable 
to the owners and to every indi— 
vidual; and they intirely threw 
themſelves upon the captain's 
mercy, and humbly begged par- 
don; that if I pleaſed to forgive 
them, they would endeavour to 
merit ſuch forgiveneſs by their fu- 
ture behaviour; and that in the 
mean time, they ſubmited to what 
puniſhment I pleaſed to lay upon 
them: And particularly, that as 
they had forfeited, by their con- 

ſpiracy, 
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ſpiracy, all the claim they had 
upon the ſhip, and might juſtly 
have been turned on ſhore at the 
firſt land they came to, they were 
willing to fign a diſcharge for all 
their wages due to them, which 
was now near eight months a 
man, and to be conſidered for the 
reſt of the voyage as they deſerved: 
That they would all take a ſolemn 
oath of fidelity to me to do their 
duty, to go wherever I would car 
them, and to behave with the great- 
eſt ſubmiſſion and diligence, in 
hopes to regain my favour by their 
future behaviour, and to ſhew their 
gratitude for the pardon I ſhould 
grant them. 

This was indeed juſt as I would 
have it, for I wanted nothing more 
than to have ſomething offered, 
which I might give them back 
again; for I ever thought, and 
have found it by experience to be 
the beſt way; and men were always 
ſecured in their duty by a generous 
kindneſs, better than by abſolute 
G 4 dominion 
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dominion and ſeverity : Indeed my 
opinion was juſtified in all the mea. 
ſures I took with theſe men; for 
as 1 found they were ſufficientl 

humbled, and that 1 had brought 
them low enough, I let them 
know, that it was not their pu— 
niſhment but their amendment ! 
defired ; that I ſcorned to make a 
prey of them, and take that forfei- 
ture they had offered, by putting 
the wages due to them for their la- 
bour in my pocket. I then fent 
them word, 1 was very glad to hear 
that they were ſenſible how much 
they had been impoſed upon ; that 
as it was not my deſign to offer 
any thing to them, which they or 
any honeſt men ought to refule, fo 
it was not my deſire to make any 
advantages of their follies, but what 
might tend to bringing them back 
to their duty ; that as I had no 
proſpect that was inconſiſtent with 
their ſafety and intereſt, ſo I ſcorned 
to make an advantage of their ſub- 
miſſion; that as to their wages, 


though 
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though they had forfeited them by 
their mutiny, yet God forbid 1 
ſhould convert them to my own 
profit : and ſince forgiving their 
offence was in my power, the 
crime being in one particular an 
offence againſt me, they ſhould 
never be able to ſay I made a gain 
of their ſubmiſſion and like the 
Pope ſhould ſell them my pardon ; 
that upon their ſolemn engaging 
to me never to offer the leaſt diſ- 
turbance of any kind in the ſhip 
for the future, but to do their duty 
faithfully and chearfully, I would 
forget all that was paſt; only this 
] expected, that two of them who 
were particularly guilty of threat- 
ening the life of Captain Merlotte, 
ſhould be puniſhed as they de- 
ſerved. 

They could not deny but this 
was moſt juſt ; and they did not ſo 
much as offer to intercede for thoſe 
two: But when one of the two 
moved the reſt to petition for 
them, they anſwered they could 
94 not 
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not do it, for they had received 
favour enough for themſelves, and 
they could not deſire any thing of 
the captain for their ſakes, for they 
had all deſerved puniſhment as well 
as they. ' 

In a word, the two men were 
brought upon deck, and ſoundly 
whipped and pickled ; and they all 
proved very honeſt ever after: And 
theſe, as I ſaid at firſt were two 
and thirty in all. 

All this wnile Captain Merlotte 
with his Frenchmen were in arms, 
and had poſſeſſion on the quarter 
deck to the number of 23 ſtout men; 
J had poſſeſſion of the main deck 
with 18 men and the 16 Dutch- 
men, and my chief mate, with the 
midſhipman had poſſeſſion of the 
cook room and quarter deck; the 
Dutch Captain, our ſupercargo, 
the ſurgeon, and the other captain 
kept the great cabin, with a guard 
of 12 muſquiteers without the door, 
and about 8 more within, beſides 
ſervants. Captain Merlotte's * 
allo 
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had a guard of eight men in the 
round-houſe. I had now nothing to 
do but with my men who were on 
ſhore ; and of theſe, fix of them were 
no way culpable, being men not 
embarked in the deſign, but carried 
on ſhore by the chief mate, with 
a deſign to engage them with him; 
ſo that indeed they fell into a pu- 
niſhment before they fell into the 
crime, and what to do with theſe 
men was a nice point to manage. 
The firſt thing I did, was to diſ- 
miſs my viſiter the Dutch Captain, 
who I had a great deal of reaſon to 
think myſelf exceedingly obliged 
to: And firſt I handſomely re- 
warded his men, to whom J gave 
four pieces of eight a man; and 
having waited on the captain to the 
ſhip's ſide and ſeen him into his 
boat, I fired him 21 guns at his 
going off; for which he fired 25 
when he came on board his ſhip. 
The ſame afternoon I ſent my 
pinnace on board him for my 
drunken cockſwain, and with the 
G 6 pinnace 
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pinnace I ſent the captain three 
dozen bottles of Engliſh beer, and 
a quarter caſk of canary, which 
was the beſt preſent I had to make 
him; and ſent every one of his 
other ſcamen a piece of eight per 
man; and indeed the aſſiſtance I 
had from the ſhip deſerved it ; and 
to the mate whu acted ſo brave! 
with my men on ſhore I ſent fifty 
pieces of eight. 

The next day I went on ſhore to 
pay my reſpects to the governor, 
when 1 had all the priſoners deli- 
vered up to me; the fix men ! 
cauſed to be immediately ſet at 
liberty, as having been innocent, 
and brought all the reſt on board 
tied hand and foot as priſoners, and 
continued them ſo a great while 
afterward as the reader will find: 
As for the ſecond mate, I tryed 
him formally by a council of war, 
as I was empowered by my com- 
miſſion to do, and ſentenced him 
to be hanged at the yard arm : And 
though I ſuſpended the execution 
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from day to day, yet I kept him 
in expectation of the halter every 
hour; which, to ſome, would have 
been as grievous, as the hanging 
itſelf. 

Thus we conquered this deſ- 
perate mutiny, all principally pro- 
ceeding from ſuffering the private 
diſputes among ourſelves, which 
ought to have been the Arcana of 
the whole voyage, and kept as 
ſecret as death itſelf could have 
kept it, I mean ſo as not to come 
among the ſeamen afore the maſt. 

We lay here twelve days, during 
which time we took in freſh water 
as much as we had caſks for, and 
were able to ſtow. On the 14th 
day of Auguſt we weighed and 
| ſtood away to the Eaſt, «deſigning 

to make no land any more till 
we came to Java-Head, and the 
dtreights of Sunda; for that way 
we intended to fail : But the wind 
ſprung up at E. and E. S. E. and 
blew ſo freſh, that we were obliged, 
after two days beating againſt it, to 
bear 
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bear away afore it, and run back to 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

While we were here, there came 
in two Dutch Eaſt-Indiamen more, 
homeward bound, to whom had 
happened a very odd accident. 

They had been. attacked by a 
large ſhip of 44 guns, and a ſtout 
ſloop of 8 guns; the Dutch ſhips 
reſolving to aſſiſt one another, ſtood 
up to the French man, for ſuch it 
ſeems he was, and fought him very 
warmly. The engagement laſted 
{ix or ſeven hours; in which the 
privateer had killed them ſome 
men ; but in the heat of the fight, 
the Sloop received a ſhot, which 
brought her main-maſt by the 
board ; and this cauſed the captain 
of the frigate to ſheer off, fearing 
his ſloop would be taken; but the 
ſloops men took care of themſelves, 
for halling a little out of the fight, 
they got into their own boats, and 
a boat which the frigate: ſent to 
their help, and abandoned the ſloop; 
which the Dutchmen perceiving, 

they 
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they manned out their boats, and 
ſent and took the floop with all 
that was in her, and brought her 
away with them. 

The Dutchmen came into the 
road at the Cape with this prize 
while our ſhip was there the ſecond 
time; and we ſaw them bringing 
the {loop in tow, having no maſt 
ſtanding but a little pole-maſt ſet 
up for the preſent, and her mizen , 
which was alſo diſabled and of lit- 
tle uſe to her. 

I no ſooner ſaw her, but it came 
into my thoughts, that if ſhe was 
any thing of a ſea-boat, ſhe would do 
our buſineſs to a tittle; and as we 
had always reſolved to get another 
ſhip, but had been diſappointed, this 
would anſwer our end exactly: Ac- 
cordingly I went with my chief 
mate in our ſhallop, on board m 
old acquaintance the Dutch Cap- 
tain, and enquiring there, was in- 
formed, that it was a prize taken, 
and that in all probability the cap- 
tain that took her would be glad 


to 
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to part with her; and the captain 
promiſed me to go on board the 
ſhip that brought her in, and en. 
quire about it, and let me know. 

Accordingly the next morning, 
the captain ſent me word I might 
have her; that ſhe carried eight 
guns, had good ſtore of proviſions 
on board, with ammunition ſuffi— 
cient, and I might have her and all 
that was in her for twelve hundred 
pieces of eight. In a word, I 
ſent my chief mate back with the 
ſame meſſenger and the money; 
giving him commiſſion to pay for 
it and take poſſeſſion of her if he 
liked her; and the Dutch Captain, 
my friend, lent him 12 men to 
bring her off to us; which they 
did the ſame day. 

I was a little put to it for a maſt 
for her, having not any thing on 
board we could ſpare that was fit 
for a main-maſt : But reſolving at 
laſt to maſt her not as a ſloop, but 
as a brigantine, we made ſhift with 
what pieces we had, and a ſpare 

foretop- 
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foretop-malt, which one of the 
Dutch ſhips helped me to, ſo we 
fitted her up very handſomely, 
made her carry twelve guns, and 
ut 60 men on board, One of 
the beſt things we found on board 
her, was caſk, which we greatly 
wanted, eſpecially for barrelling up 
beef and other proviſions, which 
we found very difficult; but our 
cooper eked them out with mak- 
ing ſome new ones out of her old 
ones. 

After ſtaying here fixteen days 
more, we tailed again. Indeed, I 
thought once we ſhould never have 
gone away at all; for it is certain 
above half the men in the ſhip had 
been made uneaſy, and there re- 
mained {till ſome miſ-underſtand- 
ing of my delign, and a ſuppoſi- 
tion of all the frightful things 
the ſecond mate had put in their 
heads ; and by his means the boat- 
ſwain and gunner. 

As theſe three had the principal 
management of the conſpiracy, and 
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that I had pardoned all the reſt, 
I had ſome thoughts of making an 
example of theſe ; I took care to let 
them know it too, in a manner, that 
they had no room to think it waz 
in jeſt, but that I intended to have 
them all three hanged ; and I kept 
them above three weeks in ſuſ— 
penie about it: However as I had 
no intention to put them to death, 
I thought it was a piece of cruelty 
ſomething worſe than death to 
keep them continually in ex pecta- 
tion of it, and in a place too where 
they had but little more than room 
to breathe. 

So having been ſeventeen days 
gone from the Cape, I reſolved to 
reheve them a little; and yet at 
the ſame time remove them out of 
the way of doing me any capital 
injury, if they ſhould have any 
ſuch deſign ſtill in their heads : For 
this purpoſe I cauſed them to bere- 
moved out of the ſhip into the brig- 
antine, and there I permitted them 
to have a little more liberty than 

they 


o . , « , o «3 
. 2 1 4 a td ts 2 
nnn — * 442% * * 4 1 8 34 
= + i 4 * token * 3 FP *< = * 
TV cs — 9 4 i A q : : # 


5th 24 ts Ly n 
W 


uh 4 
22 R 


a * 
* r 
= — 4 
* 


ROUND THE WORLD. 139 


they had on board the great ſhip; 
and where two of them entered 
into another conſpiracy, as wild 
and foolith as ever I heard of, or 
as, perhaps, was ever heard of by 
any other, but of this I ſhall ſay 
more in its place. | 

We were now to fail in com pa- 
ny, and we went away from the 
Cape the third of September, 1714. 
We found the brigantine was an 
excellent ſea- boat, and could bear 
the weather to a miracle, and no 
bad ſailor ; ſhe kept pace with us 
on all occaſions, and in a ſtorm we 
had at S. S. Eaſt, ſome days after, 
ſhe ſhitted as well as we did in the 
great ſhip, which made us all well 
pleaſed with her, 

This ſtorm drove us away to the 
Northward ; and I once thought 
we ſhould have been driven back 
to the Cape again; which if it had 
happened, I believe we ſhould ne- 
ver have gone on with the voyage; 
tor the men began to murmur 
again, and ſay we were bewitched, 
that 
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that we were beaten off firſt from 
the South of America, that we 
could never get round there, and 
now driven back from the South 
of Africa; fo that in ſhort it looked 
as if fate had determined this voy- 
age to be purſued no farther. The 
wind continued and blew exceed— 
ing hard; and in ſhort, we were 
driven ſo far to the North, that 
we made the South point of the 
Iſland of Madagaſcar, 

My pilot knew it to be Madag- 
aſcar as ſoon as he had a clear view 
of the land, and having beaten fo 
long againſt the ſea to no purpoſe, 
and being in want of many things, 
we reſolved to put in; and ac- 
cordingly made for Port St. Au- 
guſtine, on the Weſt fide of the 
iſland, where we came to an an- 
chor in eleven fathom water, and 
a very good road. 

I could not be without a great 
many anxious thoughts upon our 
coming into this iſland ; for I knew 
very well that there was a gang of 

deſperate 
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deſperate rogues here, eſpecially on 
the Northern Coaſt, who had been 
famous for their piracies; and I 
did not know but that they might 
be either ſtrong enough as pirates, 
to take us, or rogues enough to 
entice a great many of my men to 
run away : So I reſolved neither to 
come near enough the ſhore to be 
ſurprized, nor to ſuffer any of my 
men to go on ſhore, ſuch excepted 
as I could be very ſecure of. 

But I was ſoon informed by a 
Dutchman who came off to me 
with ſome of the natives in a kind 
of canvas boat, that there were 
no Europeans there but himſelf, 
and the pirates were on the North 
part of the ifland ; that they had 
no thip with them of any force, 
and that they would be glad to be 
fetched off by any chriſtian ſhip ; 
that they were not above 200 in 
number, their chief leaders, with 
the only ſhips of force they had, 
being out a cruiſing on the Coaſt 


of 


142 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


of Arabia, and the Gulph of Per- 
ſia. 

After this, I went on ſhore my- 
ſelf with Captain Merlotte, and 
ſome of the men whom I could 
truſt; and we found it true as 
the Dutchman had related. The 
Dutchman gave us a long hiſtory 
of his adventures, and how he 
came to be left there by a ſhip he 
came in from Europe, which, he 
running up into the country for 
ſport, with three more of his com- 
rades, went away without them and 
left them among the natives, who 
however uſed them extremely well, 
and that now he ſerved them for 
an interpreter and a broker, to bar. 
gain for them with the European 
thips for proviſions. Accordingly 
he engaged to bring us what pro- 
viſions we pleaſed, and propoſed 
ſuch trinkets in return, as he knew 
the natives deſited, and as were of 
value little enough to us, but he 
defired a conſideration for himſelf 
in money, which though it was of 

no 
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aſe to him there, he ſaid, it might 
be hereafter; and as his demand 
was but twenty pieces of eight, 
we thought he very well deſerved 
them. 

Here we bought a great quantity 
of beef, which having no caſks to 
ſpare, we falted, and then cured it 
in the ſun by the Dutchman's di- 
rection, and it proved of excellent 
uſe to us through the whole voy- 
age, for we kept ſome of it till 
we came to England, but it was 
then ſo hard, that a good hatchet 
would hardly cut it. 

While we lay here, it came into 
my thoughts, that now was a good 
time to execute juſtice upon my 
priſoners, ſo I called up the offi= 
cers to a kind of council of war, 
and propoſed it to them in general 
terms, not letting them know my 
mind, as to the manner of it. 
They all agreed it was neceſſary, 
and the ſecond mate, boatſwain 
and gunner, had ſo much intelli- 
gence of it from the men, that 
they 
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they prepared for death, as much 
as if I had ſigned a dead warrant 
for their execution, and that they 
were to be hanged at the yard arm. 
But in the midit of thoſe reſolves, 
I told the council of othcers, my 
deſign was to the North part of the 
iſland, where a gang of pirates were 
{aid to be ſettled, and that I was 
perſuaded I might get a good {hip 
among them, and as many men az 
we deſired, for that I was ſatisfied 
the greateſt part of them were ſo 
wearied of their preſent ſituation, 
that they would be glad of an op- 
portunity to come away, and eſpe- 
cially ſuch as had either by force, 
or raſh haſty reſolutions been as it 
were ſurpriſed into that fort of 
life; that I had been informed they 
were very far from being in ſuch a 
formidable poſture, as they had 
been repreſented to us in Europe, 
or any thing near ſo numerous, 
but that on the contrary we ſhould 

find them poor, divided, in "— 
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and willing to get away upon any 
terms they could. 

Some of the officers of the ſhip 
differed from me in my opinion; 
they had received ſuch ideas of the 
figure thoſe people made in Mada- 
gaſcar, from the common report in 
England, that they had no notion 
of them, but as of a little com- 
mon- wealth of robbers; that they 
were immenſely rich, that Captain 
Avery was king of the iſland, that 
they were eight thouſand men, they 
had a good ſquadron of ſtout ſhips, 
and that they were able to reſiſt a 
whole fleet of men of war, havin 
a harbour ſo well fortified at the 
entrance into it, that there was no 
coming at them without a good 
army for lind ſervice, to aſſiſt in 
the enterpriſe. 

I convinced them how impoſ- 
ſible this was to be true, and told 
them all the diſcourſe I had with 
the Dutchman, at the place where 
I now was, who had received a 
full account of the particulars from 
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ſeveral of them who had come 
down to St. Auguſtine's in lit. 
tle boats, in order to make their 
eſcape from their comrades, and to 
get paſlage for Europe ; that he 
had always aſſiſted, and got them 
off, whenever any ſhip touched at 
that port; and that they all agreed 
in their relation of their ſtate and 
condition, which was indeed miſe- 
rable enough, ſaving that they 
wanted not for victuals. 

In a word, I ſoon brought them 
to enter into the reaſon of it, and 
to be of my opinion ; and accord- 
ingly J ordered to get ready, and in 
three days time weighed anchor, 
and ſtood. away for the North of 
the iſland ; taking care not to com- 
municate our debates and reſo]ves 
to the men before the maſt, as had 
been done before, we having had 
enough of that already. 

While we were thus coaſting the 
rand, to the North, and in the 
channel or ſea between the iſland 
and the main of Africa, it came 

into 
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into my thoughts, that I might 
now make uſe of my traitors to 
my advantage and their own too, 
and that I might, if they were 
honeſt, gain my end, and get a 
full intelligence of the people I 
had my eye upon, and if they were 
ſtill traitors they would deſert and 
go over to the pirates, and I ſhould 
be well rid of them, without the 
neceſſity of bringing them to the 
yard arm; for I was very uncaſy 
in my mind about hanging them, 
nor could I ever have been brought 
to do it, I believe, whatever riſque 
I had run from their mutinous diſ- 
poſition. 

I was now got in the latitude of 
15 degrees and a half South of the 
line, and began to think of ſtand- 
ing in for the ſhore ; when I ordered 
the ſecond mate who lay in irons 
in the brigantine, to be brought on 
board the great ſhip, and to be 
called up into the great cabin. 
He came in great concern, though 
he was of himſelf a very bold and 

FI 2 reſolute 
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reſolute fellow, yet as he made 
no doubt, that he was ſent for to 
execution, he appeared thoroughly 
ſoftened, and quite another man, 
than he was before. 

When he was brought in, I 
cauſed him to be ſet down in a 
nook of the cabin, where he could 
not ſtir to offer any violence to 
me, had he been ſo inclined, two 
large cheſts being juſt before him; 
and I ordered all my people to 
withdraw, except Captain Mer- 
lotte and the ſupercargo ; and then 
turning myſelf to the criminal, 
I told him as he knew his circum- 
ſtances, I need not repeat them, 
and the fact for which he was 
brought into that condition; that 
I had hitherto from time to time 
delayed his execution, contrary to 
the opinion of the reſt of the chief 
officers, who in . full council had 
unanimouſly condemned him ; that 
I had a ſudden thought came into 
my mind, which, if he knew how 
to merit mercy, and to retricve his 
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circumſtances by his future fide- 
lity, might once again put it into 
his power, not only to fave his 
life, but to be truſted in the ſhip 
again, if he inclined to be honeſt ; 
that however it he had no incli- 
nation to merit by his ſervice, I 
would put it to his choice, ei her 
to undertake with courage and fi- 
delity what I had to propoſe to 
him, in which caſe he might ex- 
pect to be very well treated, or if 
not, I would pardon him as to 
the death he had reaſon to expect, 
and he, wi h his two fellow crimi- 
nals, ſhould be ſet on ſhore to go 
whither they pleaſed. 

He waited, without offering to 
ſpeak a word, till I made a full 
ſtop, and then aſked me if I gave 
him leave to anſwer. 

I told him he might ſay what- 
ever he thought proper. 

Then he aſked if I gave him 
leave to ſpeak freely, and would 
not take offence at what he might 
ſay; I replied he ſhould ſpeak as 
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freely as if he had never offend. 
ed; and that as I had given him 
his life, I now would give him 
my word nothing he could fay 
thould revoke the grant ; and that 
he ſhould not only go freely on 
ſhore, (for I expected by his words 
that he had made that choice) but 
I would give him the lives of his 
two fellow priſoners; and would 
give them arms and ammunition, 
and any thing elſe that was reaſon- 
able for them to aſk, or neceſſary to 
their ſubſiſting on ſhore in ſuch a 
country. 

He told me then, that, had it 
been any other part of the world 
than at Madagaſcar, he would rea- 
dily have choſen to have gone 
on ſhore; nay, though the place 
had been really deſolate and unin- 
habited ; that he did not object 
becauſe my offer was not very ge- 
nerous and kind, and it would 
be always with regret that he ſhould 
look back upon the mercy he 

ſhould 
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ſhould have received, and how ill 
he had deſerved it at my hands. 
But that as it was at this place 
that I mentioned ſetting him at 
liberty, he told me, that though 
he had been mutinous and diſor- 
derly, for which he had acknow- 
ledged he had deſerved to die, yet 
he hoped I could not think fo ill 
of him as to believe he could turn 
pirate ; and begged that rather than 
entertain ſuch hard thoughts of 
him, I would execute the worſt 
part of the ſentence and ſend him 
out of the world a penitent, and 
an honeſt man; which he ſhould 
eltcem far better than to give him 
his life in a condition in which he 
could preſerve it upon no other 
terms than thoſe of being the worſt 
of villains : He added, that if there 
was any thing he could do to de- 
{ſerve ſo much mercy as I intended 
him, he begged me that I would 
give him room to behave himſelf 
as became him, and he would leave 
it wholly to me, to uſe him as he 
H 4 ſhould 
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ſhould deſerve, even to the recal- 
ling the pardon that I had granted 
him. 

| was extremely ſatisfied with 
what he ſaid, and more particu. 
larly with the manner of his ipeak- 
ing it: I told him I wis glad 
to ſee that he had a principle ct ſo 
much honeſty, at the bottom of a 
part ſo unhappy as he had acted; 
that I would be very far from 
prompting him to turn pirate, and 
much more from forcing him to 
do ſo; and that I would accord- 
ing to his deſire put an opportu- 
nity into his hands to ſhew him- 
ſelf a new man; and by his fide- 
lity to wipe out all that was 
pait: And then, without any more 
ceremony, I told him my whole de- 
ſign, which was to fend him, and 
fokr or five more men with him, 
on ſhore among the pirates as ſpies, 
to ſce what condition they were 
in, and to ſee whether there was 
any apprehenſions of violence from 
them, or whether they were in the 


mean 
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mean circumſtances that I had 
reaſon to believe they were in; 
and laſtly whether they had any 
ſhip or veſſel which might be 
bought of them, and whether men 
might be had to encreaſe our com- 
pany ; that is to fay, ſuch men 
as being penitent for their rogue- 
ries, and tired with their miſeries, 
would be glad of the opportunity 
of turning honeſt men before the 
were brought to it by diſtreſs and 
the gallows. 

He embraced the offer with 
the greateſt readineſs, and gave me 
all the aſſurances that I could deſire 


of his fidelity. I then aſked him 


whether he thought his two fellow 
priſoners might be truſted upon in 
the ſame conditions. 

In reply, he aſked me if I would 
take it for a piece of ſincerity, if, 
after a trial, he ſhould tell me his 
mind, and would not be diſpleaſed 
if he declined ſpeaking his thoughts 
till he had talked with them. 

1 I told 
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I told him he ſhould be at li- 
berty to give his farther anſwer af. 
ter he had propoſed it to them; 
but I inſiſted upon his opinion 
firſt, becauſe it was only his opi- 
nion that I aſked now; where. 
as if he reported it to them, then 
he had no more to do but to report 
their anſwer, 

He then aſked me if I would 
pleaſe to grant him one thing, 
that whatever his opinion ſhould 
be, that what he ſhould ſay ſhould 
be no prejudice to them in their 

reſent condition. 

I told him it was a reaſonable 
caution in him, and I would al- 
{ure him, that whatever he faid 
ſhould not do them any prejudice; 
and to convince him of it, I gave 
him my word that I would not 
put them to death on any account 
whatſoever merely for his ſake. 

He bowed and thanked me very 
heartily for that grant, which he 
{aid obliged him to be the plainer 
with me on that head; and as he 


ſaid, 
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faid, he would not deceive me in 
any thing whatever, ſo he would 
not in this eſpecially ; and there- 
fore told me, it was his opinion. 
they would not ſerve me faith- 
fully; and he referred me to the 
experience I ſhould find of it; and. 
added, that he would be ſo juſt to 
me in the beginning, as that while 
he begged me to be merciful to 
them, yet for my own ſake he 
would alſo beg me not to truſt 
them, 

I took the hint, and ſaid no: 
more at that time, but ordered his 
irons to be taken off, with direc- 
tion for him to have leave to go to 
his former cabin,. and to have his 
cheſts and things reſtored to him; 
ſo that he was at full liberty in the 
ſhip, though not in any office, or 
appointed. to any particular buſi- 
neſs, 

A day or two after this, we 
made land, which appeared to be 
the North Weſt part of the iſland, 
in the latitude of thirteen degrees 
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thirty minutes; and now I thought 
it was time to put our deſign in 
execution; for I knew very well 
that it could not be a great way 
from this part of the iſland where 
the pirates were to be heard of: S0 
I ordered the boat on ſhore, with 
about fixteen men, to make diſco- 
veries, and with them my new re. 
ſtored man. 

I gave him no inſtruction for 
any thing extraordinary at this 
time; our work now being only to 
find out where they were : The boat 
came on board again at night, for 
we had now ſtood in within two 
leagues of the ſhore, and brought 
us an account, that there were no 
Engliſh or Europeans on that part 
of the iſland, but that they were 
to be heard of a great way farther : 
So we ſtood away to the North all 
the night, and the next day, the 
wind being fair and the ſea ſmooth, 
and by our reckoning we went in 
that time about forty leagues. 

The next evening, the fame 
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company went on ſhore again, and 
were ſhewn by ſome of the natives 
where the. pirates inhabited; which 
in ſhort, was about five or fix and 
twenty miles farther North ſtill, 
in a river very commedious for 
ſhipping, where they had five or 
fix European built ſhips, and two 
cr three ſloops; but they were all 
laid up, except two floops, with 
which they cruiſed ſometimes a 
great diſtance off to the North, 
as far as the Arabian Gulph : The 
mate returned with this intelli- 
gence the ſame night : and by his 
direction, we ſtood in as cloſe un- 
der the ſhore, as we could conve- 
niently, about ſix leagues farther 
North ; here we found a very good 
road under a little cape, which 
kept us perfectly undiſcovered; and 
in the morning before day, my man 
went on ſhore again with the boat, 
and keeping only four men with 
him, ſent the boat on board again, 
agrecing on a ſignal for us to ſend 


the 
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the boat for him again when he 
ſhould return. 

There was a pretty high ledge 
of hills to the North of the place 
where he landed, and which run. 
ning Weſt made the little cape un. 


der the lee of which our ſhip rode 


at an anchor. 

As ſoon as he came to the top of 
thoſe hills he plainly diſcovered 
the creek or harbour where the 
pirate ſhips lay, and where they 
had formed their encampment. on 
the ſhore. Our men took pro- 
per obſervations of the ſituation of 
the place they were in, upon the 
hill, that they might not fail to 
find their way back again, though 
it were in the night; and that by 
agreeing in the account they ſhould 
give of themſelves, they might be 
all found in the fame tale. They 
boldly went down the hill, and 
came to the edge of the creek ; the 
pirates camp being on the other 
thore. 

Here they fired a gun to raiſe a 


kind 
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kind of alarm among them, and 

then hanging out a white cloth on 

the top of a pole, a ſignal of peace, 

they hailed them in Engliſh, and 
|F aſked them if they would ſend a 
| boat and fetch them over. 

The pirates were ſurprized at the 
noiſe of the piece, and came run- 
ning to the ſhore with all ſpeed; 
but they were much more ſur- 

rized when they heard themſelves 
hailed in Engliſh. Upon the whole, 
they immediately ſent a boat to 
fetch them over, and received them 
with a great deal of kindneſs. 

Our men pretended to be over- 
joyed at finding them there, told 
them a long ſtory, that they came 
on ſhore on the Weſt fide of the 
iſland where, not far off, there were 
two Engliſh ſhips ; but that the 
natives quarrelling with their men, 
upon ſome rudeneſs offered to their 
women, and they being ſeparated 
from their fellows, were obliged 
to fly; that the natives had ſur- 
rounded the reſt, and thcy believed 


had 
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had killed them all; that they 
wandered up to the top of the hill, 
intending to make ſignals to their 
ſhip, to ſend them ſome help; 
when ſeeing ſome ſhips, and te. 
lieving ſome Europeans were there, 
they came down to take ſhelter; 
and begged of them a boat to 
carry them round the cape to their 
comrades ; unleſs they would pive 
them leave to ſtay with them, and 
do as they did, which they were 
very willing to do. 

This was all a made ſtory; but 
bowever, the tale told ſo well, that 
they believed it thoroughly, and 
received our men very kindly, led 
them up to their camp, and gave 
them ſome victuals. 

Our men obſerved they had pro- 
viſions enough, and very good, as 
well beef as mutton; that is to 
ſay, of goats fleſh, which was ex- 
cellent; alſo pork and veal, and 
they were tolerable good cooks too; 
for they found they had built ſeve- 
ral furnaces and boilers, which 
they 
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they h+d taken out of their ſhips, 
and drefled a great quantity of meat 
at a time: But obſerving they 
had no liquor, the mate pulled a 
large bottle of good cordial water 
out of his pocket, and gave it a- 
bout as far as it would go, and 
ſo did two others of the men, 
which their new landlords took 
very kindly. 

They ſpent good part of the 
firſt day in looking about them, 
ſceing the manner of the pirates liv- 
ing there, and their ſtrength ; and 
{con perceived that they were in- 
deed but in a ſorry condition every 
way, except that they had live cat- 
tle and fleth meat ſufficient. They 
had a good platform of guns in- 
deed, and a covered palliſado 
round where they lodged their am- 
munition. Put as for fortifica- 
tions to the landward they had 
none, except a double palliſado 
round their camp, and a fort of a 
bank thrown up within to fire 
from, and ſtand covered from the 


enemies 
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enemies lances, which was all they 
had to fear from the natives. They 
had no bread but what they made 
of rice, and the ſtore they had of 
that was very ſmall: They told 
our men indeed, tht they had two 
ſhips abroad, which they expected 
back every day with a quantity of 
rice, and what elſe they could get; 
eſpecially ſome arrack, which they 
were to trade for with the Arabian 
merchants, or take it by force, 
which ſhould firſt offer. 

Our men pretended to like their 
way of living mighty well, and 
talked of ſtaying with them, f 
they would let them, and thus 
they paſled their firſt day of meet- 
ing. 

Ss men had two tents or huts 
given them to lodge in, and ham- 
mocks hung in the huts very 
agreeably, being ſuch, I fup- 
poſe, as belonged to ſome of their 
company who were dead, or were 
out upon adventure; here they ſlept 
very ſecurely, and in the morning 

walked 
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walked about, as ſtrangers might 
he ſuffered to do to look about 
them, but my new manager's eye 
was chiefly here upon two things, 
Firſt, to ſee if they had any ſhip- 
ping for our purpoſe; and, ſecond- 
ly, to ſee if he could pitch upon 
one man, more likely than the reſt, 
to enter into ſome confidence with, 
and it was not long before he found 
an opportunity for both; the man- 
ner was thus: 

He was walking by himſelf, hav- 
ing ordered his other men to ſtrag- 
gle away, two and two, this wa 
and that, as if they had not mind- 
ed him, though always to keep 
him in ſight; 1 ſay, he walked by 
himſelf towards that part of the 
creek, where, as was ſaid, three of 
their largeſt ſhips lay by the walls, 
and when he came to the ſhore 
right againſt them, he ſtood {till 
looking at them very earneſtly, 

While he was here, he obſerved 


| boat put off from one of them, 


with four oars and one fitter only, 
whom. 
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whom they ſet on ſhore juſt by 
him, and then put off again; the 
perſon, whom they ſet on ſhore, 
was, it ſcems, one who had been 
with our men the evening before, 


but having ſome particular office 


on board one of thoſe ſhips, lay on 
board every night with about ten 
or twelve men, juſt to watch and 
guard the ſhip, and ſo came on 
ſhore in the morning, as is uſual 
in men of war laid up. 

As ſoon as he ſaw our man he 
knew him, and ſpoke very fomili- 
arly to him, and ſeeing he wa 
looking ſo earneſtly at the ſhip, he 
aſked him, if he would go on 
board; our man faintly declined i, 
as on purpoſe to be aſked again, and 
upon juſt as much farther preſſing 
as was ſufficient to ſatisfy him that 
the gunner, for that was his office, 
was in earneſt, he yielded, ſo the 
gunner called back the boat, and 
they went on board. 

Our man viewed the ſhip very 
particularly, and pretended to like 

every 
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every thing he ſaw, but, after ſome 
converſation, aſks him this home 
queſtion, namely, why they did 
not go to ſer, and ſcek purchaſe, 
having ſo many good {hips at their 
command ? 

He ſho»k his head, and told him 
very frankly, that they were in no 
condition to undertake any thing, 
for that they were a crew of unre- 
ſolved divided rogues; that they 
were never two days of a mind, 
that they had nobody to command, 
and therefore nobody to obey ; that 
fſeveral things had been offered, but 
noching concluded; that in ſhort 
they thought of nothing but of 
& ſhitting every one for himſelf as 
well as he could. | 
My mate replied, he thought it 
had been quite otherwiſe, and that 
made him tell them the night be- 
fore, that he had an inclination to 
ſtay with them. 

heard you fay fo, ſaid the gun- 
ner, and it made me ſmile; I 


thought in myſelf that you would 
be 
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be of another mind when yoy 
knew us a little better; for in a2 
word, ſaid he, if our people ſhould 
agree to lend you a boat to go back 
to your ſhip, they would fall toge. 
ther by the ears about who ſhould 
go with you, for not a man of 
them that went with you, would 
ever come back again hither, if 
your captain would take them on 
board, though the terms were to 
be hanged when they came to 
England. 

My mate knew that this was my 
opinion before, but he was really 
of another mind himſelf, till he 
ſaw things, and till he talked wit!) 
the gunner, and this put new 
thoughts in his head; ſo he enter- 
tained the gunner with a ſcheme 
of his own, and told him, if it 
was ſo as he related it, and that he 
had really a mind to come off from 
the gang, he believed that he 
could put him in a way how to do 
it to his advantage, and to take a 
ſet of his people with him, if he 

could 
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| could pick out ſome of them that 
might be depended upon. 

The gunner replied, © I can 
pick out a ſet of very brave fel- 
lows, good ſeamen, and moſt of 
them ſuch, as having been forced 
into the pirates ſhips, were drag- 
ged into that wicked life they had 
lived, not only againſt their con- 
ſciences, but by a mere neceſſit 
to fave their lives, and that they 
would be glad at any price to go 
al. * 
The mate then aſked him, 
% Pray, gunner, how many ſuch 
men can you anſwer for?“ | 

„Why,“ ſays he, after a ſhort 
pauſe, ** I am ſure I can anſwer 
for above a hundred.” 

Upon this my mate told him the 
circumſtances we were in, the voy- 
age We were upon, that we were a 
letter of mart ſhip of ſuch a force, 
but that we were over manned and 
double ſtored, in hopes of getting 
a good ſhip upon our cruiſe, to 
man out of the other; that we had 

been 
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been diſappointed, and had only 
got the ſloop or brigantine which 
we bought at the Cape, . that if he 
could perſuade the men to {ell us 
one of their ſhips, we would pay 
them for it in ready money, and 
perhaps entertain an hundred of 
their men into the bargain. 

The gunner told him, he would 
propoſe it to them, and added in 
poſitive terms, that he knew it 
would be readily accepted, and 
that he ſhould take which of the 
three ſhips I pleaſed. 

The mate then defired that he 
would lend him his ſhallop to go 
on board our ſhip, to acquaint me 
with it, and bring back ſufficient 
orders to treat. 

He told him, he would not only 
do that, but before I could be rea- 
dy to go, he would propoſe it to 
the chief men that he had his eye 
upon, and would have their con- 
ſent, and that then he would go 
along with him on board to make 
a bargain. 


This 
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This was as well as our mate 
could expect, and the gunner had 
either ſo much authority among 
them, or the men were ſo forward 
to ſhift their ſtation in the world, 


that the gunner came again to our 


mate in leis than two hours, with 
an order, figned by about fixteen of 
their othcers, empowering him to 
ſell us the ſhip which the gunner 
was on board of, and to allot ſo 
many guns, and ſuch a proportion 
of ammunition to her, as was ſuf- 
ficient, and to give the work of all 
their carpenters for ſo many days 
as were neceſſary to repair her, 
calk, and grave her, and put her 
in condition to go to ſea. 

She was a Spaniſh built ſhip, 
where they had her the gunner ſaid 
he did not know ; but ſhe was a 
very ſtrong tight ſhip, and a pretty 
good ſailer. We made her carry 
two and thirty guns, though ſhe 
had not been uſed to carry above 
twenty-four. 

The gunner being thus impow- 
Tos. 0. I - axed 
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ered to treat with my mate, came 
away in their ſhallop, and brought 
the ſaid gunner and two more of 
their officers with him and eight 
ſeamen. The gunner and I ſoon 
made a bargain for the ſhip, which 
bought tor five thouſand pieces 
of eight, moſt of it in Engliſh 
goods, ſuch as they wanted, for 
they were many of them almoſt 
naked of clothes; and as for other 


things they had ſcarce a pair of 


ſtockings or ſhoes among them. 


When our bargain was made, 
and the mate had related all the 
particulars of the conference he had 
had with the gunner, we came to 
talk of the people who were to go 
with us: The gunner told us that 
we might indeed have good realon 
to ſuſpe a gang of men who had 
made themſelves infamous all over 
the world by ſo many piracies and 
wicked actions; but if I would put 
ſo much confidence in him, he 
would aſſure me, that as he ſhould 
have the power in his hands to 


pick 


ROUND THE WORLD. 151 


pick and chuſe his men, ſo he 
would anſwer body for body for the 
fidelity of all the men he ſhould 
chuſe; and that moſt, if not all of 
them, would be ſuch as had been 
taken by force out of other ſhips, 
or wheedled away when they were 
drunk: And he added, there never 
was a ſhip load of ſuch penitents 
went to fea together as he would 
bring us. 

When he faid this, he began to 
intreat me that I would pleaſe to 
vive him the ſame poſt which he 
held in the ſhip; viz. of gunner, 
which I promiſed him ; and then 
he defired I would permit him to 
ſpeak with me in private; I was 
not at firſt very free to it, but he 
having conſented to let the mate 
and Captain Merlotte be preſent, 
I yielded. 

When all the reſt were with- 
drawn, he told me, that having 
been five years in the pirates ſer- 
vice, as he might call it, and be- 
ing obliged to do as they did, i 
I 2 might 
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might be ſure he had ſome ſmall 
thare in the purchaſe; and how- 
ever he had come into it againſt 
his will, yet as he had been obliged 
to go with them, he had made 
ſome advantage; and that being 
reſolved to leave them, he had a 
good while ago packed up ſome of 
the beſt of what he had got, to 
make his eſcape, and begged 1 
would let him depoſit it with me 
as a ſecurity for his fidelity. 

Upon this he ordered a cheſt to 
be taken out of the ſhallop, and 
brought into my great cabin; and 
beſides this, gave me out of his 
pocket a bag ſealed up, the contents 
of which I ſhall ſpeak of hereafter, 

The ſhallop returned the next 
day, and I ſent back the mate with 
my long boat and twenty-four 
men, to go and take poſſeſſion of 
the ſhip, and appointed my car- 
penter to go and ſee to the repairs 
that were neceſlary to be done to 
her: And ſome days after, I ſent 
Captain Merlotte with the ſuper- 
cargo 
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cargo in our ſloop, to go and ſe- 
cure the poſſeſſion, and to cover 
the retreat of any of the men who 
might have a mind to come away, 
and might be oppoſed by the reſt : 
And this was done at the requeſt 
of the gunner, who foreſaw there 
might be ſome debate about it. 

They ſpent fix weeks and ſome 
odd days in fitting out this ſhip, 
occaſioned by the want of a conve- 
nient place to lay her on ſhore in, 
which they were obliged to make 
with a great deal of labour ; how- 
ever, ſhe was at laſt compleatly fit- 
ted up. 

When ſhe was equipped they 
laid in a good ſtore of proviſions, 
though not ſo well cured as to laſt 
a great while. One of the beſt 
things we got a recruit of here was 
caſæs, which, as ſaid before, we 
greatly wanted, and which their 
coopers aſſiſted us to trim, ſeaſon, 
and fit up. 

As to bread, we had no help 
from them; for they not only had 


I 3 none 
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none but what they made of rice, 
and they had no ſufficient ſtore of 
that. 

But we had more to do yet: 
For when the ſhip was fitted up, 
and our men had the poſſeſſion of 
her, they were ſurprized one morn- 
ing, on a ſudden, with a moſt hor- 
rible tumult among the pirates; 
2nd had not our brigantine been at 
hand to ſecure the poſſeſſion, I be- 
lieve they had taken the ſhip from 
our men again, and perhaps have 
came down with her and their two 
{loops, and have attacked us. The 
caſe was this : 

The gunner, who was a punc- 
tual fellow to his word, reſolved 
that none of the men ſhould go in 
the ſhip but ſuch as he had fingled 
out; and they were ſuch as were 
generally taken out of merchant 
thips by force: But when he came 
to talk to the men of who ſhould 
go, and who ſhould ſtay, truly they 
would all go, to a man, there was 


not a man of them would ſtay be- 
hind ; 
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hind; and, in a word, they fell 
out about it to that degree that 
they came to blows, and the gun- 
ner was forced to fly for it, with 
about twenty-two men that ſtood 
to him, and ſix or ſeven were 


wounded in the fray, whereof two 


died. 

The gunner being thus driven to 
his ſhifts made down to the ſhore 
to his boat, but the rogues were 
too nimble for him, and had got 
to his boat before him, and pre- 


pared to man her and two more, to' 


go on board and fecure the ſhip. 

In this diſtreſs, the gunner, who 
had taken ſanctuary in the woods 
at about a mile diſtance, but un- 
happily above the camp, ſo that 
the platform of guns was between 
him and the ſhip, had no remedy 
but to ſend one of his men, who 


ſwam very well, to take a compats 


round behind the pirates camp, and 
come to the water fide below the 
camp and platform, ſo to take the 
water and {ſwim on board the ſhip, 
I 4 which 


1 a 
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which lay near a league below their 
{aid camp, and give our men notice 
of what had happened, to warn 
them to ſuffer none of their men 
to come on board, unleſs the gun- 
ner was with them, and if poſſible, 
to fend a boat on ſhore to fetch off 
the gunner and his men, who were 
following by the ſame way, and 
would be at the ſame place, and 
make a ſignal to them to come for 
him. 

Our men had ſcarce received this 
notice, when they ſaw a boat full 
of men put off from the platform, 
and row down under ſhore towards 
them: But as they reſolved not to 
ſuffer them to come on board, they 
called to them by a ſpeaking trum- 
pet, and told them they might go 
back again, for they ſhould not 
come on board, nor any other boat, 
unleſs the gunner was on board. 

They rowed on for all that, when 
our men called to them again, and 
told them, if they offered to put 
off, in order to come on board, or 

in 
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in ſhort, to row down ſhore any 
farther than a little point which 
our men named, and which was 
juſt a head of them, they would 
fire at them. They rowed on for 
all this, and even till they were paſt 
the point; which our men ſeeing, 
they immediately let fly a ſhot, but 
fired a little a head of them ſo as 
not to hit the boat, and this 
brought them to a ſtop; ſo they 
lay upon their oars a while, as if 
they were conſidering what to do; 
when our men perceived two boats 
more come off from the platform, 
likewiſe full of men, and rowing 
after the firſt. 

Upon this they called again to 
the firſt boat with their ſpeaking 
trumpet, and told them if they did 
not all go immediately on ſhore, 
they would fink the boat. They 
had no remedy, ſeeing our men re- 
folved, and that they lay open to 
the ſhot of the ſhip; ſo they went 
on ſhore accordingly, and then our 
men fired at the empty boat till 

I 5 they 
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they ſplit her in pieces, and made 
her uſeleſs to them. 

Upon this firing, our brigantine, 
which lay about two leagues off in 
the mouth of a little creek, on the 
South of that river, weighed im- 
mediately, and ſtood away to the 
opening of the road where the ſhip 
lay, and the tide of flood being 
{till running in, they drove up to- 
wards the ſhip for her aſſiſtance, 
and came to an anchor about a ca- 
ble's length a head of her, but 
within piſtol ſhot of the ſhore ; at 
the ſame tune ſending two and 
thirty of her men on board the 
great ſhip to re- inforce the men on 
board, who were but fixteen in 
number. | 

Juſt at this time the gunner and 
his twenty-one men, who heard 
the firing, and had quickened their 
pace, though they had a great com- 
paſs to fetch through woods and 
untrod paths, and ſome luggage to 
carry too, were come to the ſhore, 
and made the ſignal, which our 
men 
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men in the ſhip obſerving, gave 
notice to the officer of the brigan- 
tine to fetch them on board, which 
he did very ſafely. By the way, 
as the officer afterwards told us, 
moſt of their luggage conſiſted in 
money, with which it ſeems every 
man of them was very well fur- 
niſhed, having ſhared their wealth 
at their firſt coming on ſhore: As 
tor clothes, they had very few, and 
thoſe all in rags ; and as for linen, 
they had ſcarce a ſhirt among them 
all, or linen enough to have made 
a white flag for a truce, if they 
had had occaſion for it : In ſhort, 
a crew ſo rich and ſo ragged, were 
hardly ever ſeen before. 

The ſhip was now pretty well 
manned, for the brigantine carried 
the gunner and his twenty-one 
men on board her; and the tide 
by this time being ſpent, ſhe im- 
mediately unmoored, and looſed her 
top fails, which, as it happened, 
had been bent to the yards two 
days before, ſo with the firſt of the 
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ebb, the weighed and fell down 
about a league farther, by which 
ſhe was quite out of reach of the 
latform, and rid in the open fea; 

and the brigantine did the ſame. 
But by this means, they miſſed 
the occation of the reſt of the gun- 
ner's men, who having got toge- 

ther ta the number of between ſe— 
venty and eighty, had followed him 
and come down to the ſhore, and 
made the ſignals, but were not un- 
derſtood by our ſhip, which put 
the poor men to great difficulties; 
for they had broken away from the 
reſt by force, and had been pur- 
ſued half a mile by the whole 
body, particularly at the entrance 
into a very thick, woody place, and 
were ſo hard put to it, that they 
were obliged to make a deſperate 
ſtand, and fire at their old friends, 
which had exaſperated them to the 
laſt degree. But as the caſe or 
theſe men was deſperate, they took 
an effectual method for their own 
ſecurity, 
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ſecurity, of which I ſhall give a 

farther account preſently. 
The general body of the pirates 
were now up in arms, and the new 
ſhip was, as it were, in open war 
with them, or at leaſt they had 
declared war againſt it : But as they 
had been diſappointed in their at- 
tempt to force it, and found they 
were not ſtrong enough at ſea to 
attack it, they ſent a flag of truce 
on board. Our men admitted them 
to come to the ſhip fide, but as my 
mate, who now had the command, 
knew them to be a gang of deſpe- 
rate rogues that would attempt any 
thing, though ever ſo raſh, he or- 
dered that none of them. ſhould 
come on board the ſhip, except the 
othcer and two more, who gave 
an account that they were ſent to 
treat with us. So we called them 

the ambaſſadors. | 
When they came on board, they 
expoſtulated very warmly with my 
new agent the fecond mate, that 
our men came in the poſture of 
friends, 
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friends, and of friends too in dif. 
treſs, and had received favours 
from them, but had abuſed the 
kindneſs, which had been ſhewn 
them ; that they had bought a 
ſhip of them, and had had leave 
and aſſiſtance to fit her up and fur- 
niſh her; but had not paid for her, 
or paid for what aſſiſtance and what 
proviſions had been given to them: 
And that now to compleat all, their 
men had been partially and un- 
fairly treated, and when. a certain 
number of men had been granted 
us, an inferior fellow a gunner was 
ſet to call ſuch and ſuch men out, 
juſt whom he pleaſed, to go with 
us; whereas the whole body ought 
to have had the appointing who 
they would or would not give leave 
to, to go in the ſhip: That when 
they came in a peaceable manner 
to have demanded juſtice, and to 
have treated amicably of theſe 
things, our men had denied them 
admittance, had committed hoſti- 
lities againſt them, had fired at 
their 
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their men and ſtayed: their boat, 
and nad afterward received on board 
their deſerters, all contrary to the. 
rules of friendchip. And in all 
theſe caſes they demanded ſatis- 
faction. 

Our new commander was a rea- 
dy man enough, and he anſwered 
all their complaints with a great 
deal of gravity and calmneſs : He 
told them, that it was true we 
came to them as friends, and had 
receivedsfriendly uſage from them, 
which we had not in the leaſt diſ- 
honoured ; but that as friends in 
diſtreſs, we had never pretended to 
be, and really were not; for that 
we were neither in danger of any 
thing, or in want of any thing ; 
that as to proviſions, we were ſtrong 
enough, if need were, to procure 
ourſelves proviſions in any part of 
the iſland, and had been ſeveral 
times: ſupplied from the ſhore by 
the natives, for which we had al- 
ways fully ſatisfied the people who 
furniſhed us; and that we ſcorned 

to 
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to be ungrateful for any favour we 
ſhould have received, much leſs to 
abuſe it, or them for it. 

That we had paid the full price 
of all the proviſions we had receiy- 
ed, and for the work that had been 
done to the ſhip, that what we had 
bargained for, as the price of the 
ſhip, had been paid, as far as the 
agreement made it due, and that 
what remained, was ready to be 
paid as ſoon as the ſhip was finiſh- 
ed, which was our contra. 

That as to the people who were 
willing to take ſervice with us, 
and enter themſelves on board, it 
is true, that the gunner and ſome 
other men offered themſelves to 
us, and we had accepted of them, 
and we thought it was our part to 
accept or not to accept of ſuch 
men as we thought fit. As for 
what was among themſelves, that 
we had nothing to do with : that 
if we had been publickly warned 
by them not to have entertain- 
ed any of their men, but with 

conſent 
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conſent. of the whole body, then 
indeed we ſhould have had reaſon 
to be cautious ; otherwiſe, we were 
not in the leaſt concerned about it. 
That it is true, we refuſed to let 
their boats come on board us, be- 
ing aſſured that they came in a 
hoſtile manner, either to take away 
the men by force, which had been 
entered in our ſervice, or perhaps 
even to ſeize the ſhip itſelf; and 
why elſe was the firſt boat follow- 
ed by two more full of men armed 
and prepared to attack us? That 
we not only came in a friendly man- 
ner to them, but reſolved to conti- 
nue in friendſhip with them, if they 
thought fit to uſe us as friends ; but 
that conſidering what part of the 
world we were in, and what their 
circumſtances were, they muſt al- 
low us to be upon our guard, and 
not put ourſelves in a condition 
to be uſed 111. 

While he was talking thus with 
them in the cabin, he had ordered 
a can of flip to be made, and given 
their 
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their men in the boat, and eve 
one a dram, but would nut ſuffer 
them to come on board ; however 
one or two of them got leave to 
get in at one of the ports, and got 
between decks among our men; 
here they made terrible complaints 
of their condition, and begged hard 
to be entertained in our ſervice; 
they were full of money, and gave 
twenty or thirty pieces of eight a- 
mong our men, and by this preſent 
prevailed for two men to ſpeak to 
my mate, who appeared as captain 
to take the boats crew on board. 

The mate very gravely told the 
two ambaſſadors of it, and added, 
that ſeeing they were come with a 
flag of truce, he would not ſtop 
their men, without their conſent, 
but-the men being ſo earneſt, he 
thought, they would do better not 
to oppoſe them. The ambaſladors, 
as I call them, oppoſed it however 
vehemently, and at laſt defired to 
go and talk with the men, which 
was granted them readily. 


When 
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When they came into their boat» 
their men told them plainly, that 
One and all they would enter them- 
ſelves with their countrymen, that 
they had been forced already to 
turn pirates, and they thought, 
they might very juſtly turn honeſt 
men again by force, if they could 
not get leave to do it peaceably ; 
and that in ſhort, they would go 
on ſhore no more; that if the am- 
baſſadors deſired it, they would ſet 
them on ſhore with the boat, but 
as for themſelves, they would go 
along with the new captain. 

When the ambaſladors ſaw this, 
they had no more to do, but to be 
ſatis fied, and ſo were fet on ſhore, 
where they deſired, and their men 
ſtayed on board. 

During this tranſaction, my mate 
had ſent a full account to me of all 
that had paſſed, and had defired me 
to come on board, and give farther 
directions in all that was to fol- 
low ; fo I took our ſupercargo and 
Captain Merlotte, along with po: 

an 
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and ſome more of our officers, ang 
went to them. It was my lot to 
come on board, juſt when the afore. 
ſaid ambaſſadors were talking with 
my mate, ſo I heard moſt of what 
they had to ſay, and heard the an. 
wer my mate gave them, as above, 
which was extremely to my fatis- 
faction; nor did I interrupt him, 
or take upon me any authority, 
though he would very ſubmiſſively 
have had me ſhewn my ſelf, as cap. 
tain, but I bade him go on, and 
ſat down, as not concerned in the 
affair at all. 

After the ambaſſadors were gone, 
the firſt thing I did, was, in the 
| preſence of all the company, and 
having before had the opinion of 
thoſe I brought with me, to tell 
my ſecond mate, how well we 
were all fatished with his conduct, 
and to declare him, captain of the 
ſhip, that he was in; only de- 
manding his ſolemn oath, to be 
under orders of the great ſhip, as 
admizal ; and to carry on no ſepa- 

rate 
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rate intereſts from us, which he 
thankfully accepted, and to give 
him his due, as faithfully perform- 
ed, all the reſt of our very lon 

voyage, and through all our ad- 
ventures. 

It was upon my ſeeming inter- 
ceſſion, that he gave conſent to the 
boat's crew, who brought the am- 
baſſadors, to remain in our ſervice, 
and ſet their ſtateſmen on ſhore; and 
in the end, I told him, that as far 
as about one hundred and fifty, or 
two hundred men, he ſhould en- 
tertain whom he thought fit. Thus 
having ſettled all things in the 
ſhip to our ſatisfaction, we went 
back to our great ſhip the next 
day, 

I had not been many hours on 
board, but I was ſurprized with 
the firing of three muſquets from 
the ſhore; we wondered what 
ſhould be the meaning of it, know- 
ing, that it was an unuſual thing 
in that place, where we knew the 
natives of the country had no fire- 


arms, 
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arms, ſo we could not tell what 
to make of it, and therefore took 
no notice, other than as I ſay, to 
wonder at it. About half an hour 
after, we heard three muſquets 
more, and ſtill not knowing any 
thing of the matter, we made them 
no return to the ſignal. Some 
time after, three muſquets were 
fired again, but ſtill we took no no- 
tice, for we knew nothing, of 
what return was to be made to 
it. 

When night came on, we ob- 
ſerved two great fires upon two ſe. 
veral hills, on that part of the 
ſhore, oppoſite to us, and after 
that, three rockets were fired, ſuch 
as they were, for they were badly 
conſtrued; I ſuppoſe their gun- 
ner was ill provided for ſuch 
things, but all ſignified nothing; 
we would have made any return 
to them, that had been to be un- 
derſtood, but we knew nothing of 
any agreed ſignal; however I re- 


ſolved, that I would ſend a boat 
on 
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on ſhore, well manned, to learn if 
poſſible, what the meaning of all 
this was; and accordingly in the 
morning, I ſent our long boat and 
ſhallop on ſhore, with two and 
thirty men in them both, to get 
intelligence; ordering them if poſ- 
fible, to ſpeak with ſome body, 
before they went on ſhore, and 
know how things ſtood; that then, 
if it was a party of the pirates, 
they ſhould, by no means, come 
near them, but parly at a diſtance, 
till they knew the meaning of their 
behaviour. 

As ſoon as my men came near 
the ſhore, they ſaw plainly, that 
it was a body of above an hundred 
of the pirates, but ſeeing them ſo 
ſtrong, they ſtood off, and would 
not come nearer, nor near enough, 
to parly with them ; upon this the 
men on ſhore, got one of the 
iſlanders canvas boats, or rather, 
boats made of ſkins, which are but 
forry ones at beſt, and put off with 
two men, to manage the ſail, and one 


litter, 
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ſitter, and two paddles for oars, 
and away they came toward ys, 
carrying a flag of truce, that is to 
ſay, an old white rag; how they 
came to fave ſo much linen amon 
them all, was very hard to queſs. 

Our men could do no leis, than 
receive their ambaſſador, and a flag 
of truce gave no ſhadow of appre- 
henſion, eſpecially conſidering the 
figure they made, and that the 
men on ſhore had no other boats 
to ſurprize or attack us with; ſo 
they lay by upon their oars, till 
they came up, when they ſoon un- 
derſtood who they were; viz. that 
they were ihe gunner's ſeleftea 
men ; that they came too late, to 
have their ſignal perceived from 


the other ſhip, which was gone 


out of fight of the place they were 
directed to; that they had with 
great difficulty, and five days and 
nights marching, got through a 
woody and almoſt impaſſable coun- 
try to come at us; that they had 
fetched a circuit of near an hun- 


dred 
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dred miles, to avoid being attacked 
by their comrades, and that they 
were purſued by them, with their 
whole body, and therefore they 
begged to be taken on board; they 
added, if they ſhould be overtaken 
by their comrades, they ſhould be 
all cut in pieces, for that they had 
broke away from them by force, 
and moreover had been obliged at 
the firſt of their purſuit, to face 
about, and fire among them, by 
which they had killed fix or ſeven 
of them, and wounded others, and 
that they had ſworn, they would 
give them no quarter, if they could 
come fairly up with them, 

Our men told them, they muſt 
be contented to remain on ſhore, 
where they were, for ſome time, 
for that they could do nothing, 
till they had been on board, and 
acquainted their captain with all 
the particulars, ſo they came back 
immediately to me for orders. 

As to me, I was a little uneaſy 
at the thoughts of taking them on 

. K board; 
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board; I knew they were a gang 
of pirates at beſt, and what th 
might do I knew not, but I ſent 
them this meſſage, that though all 
their tale might be very good for 
aught 1 knew, yet that I muſt take 
ſo much time, as to ſend an expreſs 
to the captain of the other ſhip, to 
be informed of the faith of it ; and 
that if he brought a ſatisfactory 
anſwer, I would ſend for them all 
on board. 

This was very uncomfortable 
news to them, for they expected 
to be ſurrounded every hour by 
their comrades, from whom they 
were to look for no mercy ; how- 
ever ſeeing no remedy, they re- 
ſolved to march about twenty miles 
farther South, and lie by in a place 
near the ſea, where we agreed to ſend 
to them; concluding, that their 
comrades not finding them near the 
place where we lay, would not 
imagine, they could be gone far- 
ther that way; as they gueſſed, fo 
it- proved, for the pirates came to 


the 
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the ſhore, where they ſaw tokens 

enough of their having been there, 
but, ſeeing they could not be 

found, concluded they were all gone 
on board our ſhip. 

The wind proving contrary, it 
was no leſs than four days before 
our boat came back, ſo that the 
poor men were held in great ſuſ- 
penſe: But when they returned, 
they brought the gunner with 
them, who had feleted thoſe men 
from all the reſt for our new ſhip ; 
and who, when he came, gave me 
a long account of them, and what 
care he had taken to pick them out 
for our ſervice, delivering me alſo 
a letter from my new captain to 
the fame purpoſe : Upon all which 
concuring circumſtances, we con- 
concluded to take them on board ; 
{o we ſent our boats for them, who 
at twice brought them all on board, 
and very ſtout young fellows they 
were. 

When they had been on board 
ſome days and refreſhed themſelves, 
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I concluded to ſend them all on 
board the new ſhip ; but upon ad- 
vice, I reſolved to ſend ſixty of my 
own men joined to forty of theſe, 
and keep thirty-four of them on 
board my ſhip; for their number 
was juſt ſeventy-four, which with 
the gunner and his twenty-one 
men, and the ſixteen men who 
came with the worthy ambaſſadors, 
and would not go on ſhore again, 
made one hundred and twelve men; 
and as we all thought were enough 
for us, though we took in between 
forty and fifty more afterwards. 
We were now ready to go to ſea, 
and I cauſed the new ſhip and the 
brigantine to come away from the 
lace where they lay and join us; 
which they did, and then we un- 
loaded part of our proviſions and 
ammunition; of which, as I ob- 
ſerved at firſt, we had taken in 


double quantity; and having fur- 


niſhed the new ſhip, with a pro- 
portion of all things neceſſary, we 
prepared for our voyage. 


I ſhould 
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[ ſhould here give a long ac- 
count of a fecond infernal conſpi- 
racy, which my two remaining 
priſoners had formed among the 
men ; Which was to betray the new 
ſhip to the pirates : But it 1s too 
long a ſtory to relate here; nor did 


I make it publick among the ſhip's . 


company : But as it was only, as it 
were, Jaid down in a ſcheme, and 
that they had no opportunity to put 
it in practice, I thought it was bet- 
ter to make as little noiſe of it as I 
could. Sol ordered my new cap- 
tain, for it was he who diſcovered 
It to me, to puniſh them in their 
own way, and without taking no- 
tice of their new villanies, to ſet 
them'on ſhore, and leave them to 
take their fate with a ſet of rogues, 
whom they had intended to join 
with, and whoſe profeſſion was 
likely, ſome time or other, to bring 
them to the gallows. And thus 
I was rid of two incorrigible mu- 
tineers; what became of them at- 
terwards I never heard. | 
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We were now a little fleet, (viz. 
two large ſhips and a brigantine, 
well manned, and furniſhed with 
all forts of neceſſaries for any voy. 
age or any enterprize that was fit 
for men in our ſituation to under- 
take ; and particularly here, I made 
a full deſign of the whole voyage, 
to be again openly declared to the 
men, and had them aſked, one b 
one, if they were willing and reſolv- 
ed to undertake it, which they all 
very chearfully anſwered in the af- 
firmative. 

Here we had opportunity to fur. 
niſh ourſelves with a plentiful ſtock 
of excellent beef, which as I ſaid 
before, we cured with little or no 
falt, by drying it in the fun ; and 
I believe we laid in ſuch a ſtore, 
that in all our three veſſels we had 
near a hundred and fifty ton of it; 
and it was of excellent uſe to us, 
and ſerved us through the whole 
voyage: There was little elſe to be 
had in this place that was fit to be 
carried to ſea ; except, that as there 
was 
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was plenty of milk, ſome of our 
men who were more dexterous than 
others, made ſeveral large cheeſes ; 
nor were they very far ſhort of 
Engliſh cheeſe, only that we were 
but indifferent dairy folks: Our 
men made ſome butter alſo, and 
ſalted it to keep, but it grew 
rank and oily, and was of little uſe 
to us. | 

It was on the fifteenth of De- 
cember that we left this place, a 
country fruitful, populous, full of 
cattle, large and excellent good 
beef and very fat; and the land 
able to produce all manner of good 
things; but the people wild, naked, 
black, barbarous, perfectly untract- 
able, and inſenſible of any ſtate of 
life being better than their own. 

We ſtood away toward the ſhore 
of Arabia, till we paſt the line, 
and came into the latitude of eigh- 
teen degrees North, and then ſtood 
away Eaſt, and Eaſt by North, for 
the Engliſh factories of Surrat, and 
the coaſt of Malabar ; not that we 
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had any buſineſs there, or deſigned 
any, only that we had a mind to 
take on board a quantity of rice, 
if we could come at it; which at 
laſt we effected by a Portugueſe 
veſſel, which we met with at ſea, 
bound to Goa from the Gulph of 
Perſia. We chaſed her and brought 
her too indeed, as if we reſolved to 
attack and take the ſhip ; but find- 
ing a quantity of rice on board, 
which was what we wanted, with 
a parcel of coffee ; we took all the 
rice, but paid the ſupercargo, who 
was a Perſian or Armenian mer- 
chant, very honeſtly for the whole 
parcel, his full price, and to his ſa- 
tis faction: As for the coffee we had 
no occaſion for it. We put mat ſe- 
veral ports on the Indian Coaſt for 
freſh water, and freſh proviſions, 
but came near none of the facto- 
ries, becauſe we had no mind to 
diſcover ourſelves ; for though we 
were to fail through the very 
center of the India trade, yet it 
was perfectly without any buſineſs 

among 
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among them. We met indeed on 
this coaſt with ſome pearl fiſhers, 
who had been in the mouth of the 
Arabian Gulph, and had a large 
quantity of pearl on board. I 
would have traded with them for 
goods, but they underſtood no- 
thing but money, and ] refuſed to 
part with it : Upon which, the fel- 
lows gave our ſupercargo ſome 
ſcornful language, which, though 
he did not well underſtand what 
they ſaid, yet he pretended to take 
it as a great affront, and threatened 
to make prize of their barks, and 
ſlaves of the men; upon which, 
they grew very humble; and one 
of them, a Malabar Indian, who 
ſpoke a little Engliſh, ſpoke for 
them, that they would willingly 
trade with us for ſuch goods as 
we had; whereupon I produced 
three bales of Engliſh cloth, which 
I ſhewed them, and ſaid they 
would be of good merchandiſe at 
Gombaroon in the Gulph, for that 
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the Perſians made their long veſts 
of ſuch cloths. 

In ſhort, for this cloth, and ſome 
money, we bought a box of choice 
pearls, which the chief of them 
had picked out from the reſt for 
the Portugueſe merchants at Goa; 
and which, when I came to Lon- 
don, was valued at two thouſand 
two hundred pounds ſterling. 

We were near two months on 
our voyage from Madagaſcar to the 
coaſt of India, and from thence to 
Ceylon, where we put in, on the 
South Weſt part of the iſland, to 
ſee what proviſions we could get, 
and to take in a large ſupply ef 
water. 

The people here we found wil- 
ling to ſupply us with proviſions ; 
but withal ſo ſharp, impoſing upon 
us their own rates for every thing ; 
and withal, ſo falſe, that we were 
often provoked to treat them very 
rudely. However, I gave ſtrict or- 
ders that they ſhould not be hurt 
upon any occaſion, at leaſt, till - 

ha 
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had filled all our water caſks, and 
taken in what freſh proviſions we 
could get, and eſpecially rice, which 
we valued very much: But they 
provoked us at laſt beyond all pati- 
ence; for they were ſuch thieves 
when they were on board, and ſuch 
treacherous rogues when we were 
on ſhore, that there was no bear- 
ing with them ; and two accidents 
fell out upon this occaſion which 
fully broke the peace between us ; 
one was on board and the other 
on ſhore, and both happened the 
fame day. 

The caſe on board was this : 
there came on board us a ſmall boat, 
in which were eleven men and three 
boys, to ſell us roots, yams, man- 
goes, and fuch other articles as was 
frequent for them to do every day ; 
but this boat having more goods 
of that kind than uſual, they were 
longer than ordinary making their 
market. While they were thus 
chaffering on board, one of them 
having wandered about the ſhip, 
K 6 and 
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and pretending to admire eve 

thing he ſaw, and being gotten be- 
tween decks, was taken ſtealing a 
pair of ſhoes, which belonged to 
one of the ſeamen. The fellow 
being ſtopped for his theft, ap- 
peared angry, raiſed a hideous 
{creaming noiſe to alarm his fel- 
Dos; and at the ſame time, havin 
ſtolen a long pair of ſciſſars, pulled 
them out, and ſtabbed the man 
who had laid hold of him into the 
ſhoulder, and was going to repeat 
his blow, when the poor fellow 
who had been wounded, havin 
ſtruck up his heels and fallen upon 
him, had killed him, if I had not 
called to take him off, and bring 
the thief up to me. 

Upon this order they laid hold 
of the barbarian, and brought him 
up with the ſhoes and the ſciſſars 
that he had ſtolen, and as the fact 
was plain, and needed no witneſſes, 
I cauſed all the reſt of them to be 
brought upalſo; and as well as we 


could, 
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could, made them underſtand what 
he had done. 

They made pitiful ſigns of fear, 
leſt they ſhould all be puniſhed for 
his crime, and particularly when 
they ſaw the man whom he had 
wounded brought in; then they 
expected nothing but death, and 
they made a fad lamentation and 
howling, as if they were all to die 
immediately. 

It was not without a great deal 
of dificulty that I found ways to 
fatisfy them, that nobody was to 
be puniſhed but the man that had 
committed the fact; and then I 
cauſed him to be brought to the 
geers, with a halter about his neck, 
and be ſoundly whipped; and in- 
deed our people did ſcourge him 
ſeverely from head to foot, and 1 
believe, if I had not run myſelf to 
put an end to it, they would have 
whipped him to death. 

When this puniſhment was over 
they put him into their boat and 
let them all go on ſhore: But no 
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ſooner were they on ſhore, but th 
raiſed a terrible outcry in all the 
villages and towns near them, and 
they were not a few, the country 
being very populous; and great 
numbers came down to the ſhore, 
ſtaring at us, and making confuſed 
ugly noiſes, and abundance of ar- 
rows they ſhot at the ſhip, but we 
rode too far from the ſhore for them 
to do us any hurt. 

While this was doing, another 
fray happened on ſhore, where two 
of our men, bargaining with an 
iſlander and his wife for ſome fowls, 
they took their money and gave 
them part of the fowls, and pre- 
tended the woman ſhould go and 
fetch the reſt. While the woman 
was gone, three or four fellows 
came to the man who was left; 
when, talking a while together, 
and ſeeing our men were- but two, 
they began to take hold of the 
fowls which had been ſold, and 
would take them away again; when 
one of our men ſtepped up to the 

| fellow 
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fellow who had taken them, and 
went to lay hold of him, but he 
was too nimble for him, and ran 
away and carried off the fowls and 
the money too. The ſeamen were 
ſo enraged to be ſo ſerved, that they 
took up their pieces, for they had 
both fire arms with them, and fired 
immediately after him, and aimed 
his ſhot ſo well, that though the 
fellow flew like the wind, he ſhot 
him through the head, and he drop- 
ped down dead upon the ſpot. 

The reſt of them, though terri- 
bly frighted, yet feeing our men 
were but two, and the noiſe bring- 
ing twenty or thirty more imme- 
diately to them, attacked our men 
with their lances, and bows and 
arrows; and in a moment there 
was a pitched battle of two men 
only againſt twenty or thirty, and 
their number increaſing too. 

In ſhort, our men ſpent their 
ſhot freely among them as long as 
it laſted, and killed fix or ſeven, 
beſides wounding ten or eleven 


more, 
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more, and this cooled their cou- 
rage, and they ſeemed to give over 
the battle; and our men, whoſe 
ammunition was almoſt ſpent, be. 
gan to think of retreating to their 
boat, which was near a mile off 
for they were very unhappily got- 
ten from their boat fo far up the 
country. 

They made their retreat pretty 
well for about half the way, when, 
on a ſudden, they faw they were 
not purſued only, but furrounded, 
and that ſome of their enemies 
were before them. This made 
them double their pace, and ſee- 
ing no remedy, they reſolved to 
break through thoſe that were be- 
fore them, who were about eleven 
or twelve: Accordingly, as ſoon 
as they came within piſtol. ſhot of 
them, one of our men having, for 
want of ſhot, put almoſt a handful 
of gravel and ſmall ſtones into his 
piece, and fired among them, and 
the grave] and ſtones ſcattering, 
wounded almoſt all of them; for 


they 
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they being naked from the waiſt 
upwards, the leaſt grain of ſand 
ſcratched and hurt them, and made 
them bleed if it only entered the 
kin. 

Being thus compleatly ſcared, 
and indeed more afraid than hurt, 
they all ran away, except two who 
were really wounded with the ſhot 
or ſtones, and lay upon the ground: 
Our men let them lay, and made 
the beſt of their way to their boat; 
where, at laſt, they got ſafe, but 
with a great number of the people 
at their heels. Our men did not 
ſtay to fire from the boat, but put 
off with all the ſpeed they could, 
for fear of poiſoned arrows, and 
the country people poured ſo ma- 
ny of their arrows into the boat 
after them, and aimed them alſo ſo 
truly, that two of our men were 
hurt with them; but whether they 
were poiſoned or not, our ſurgeons 
cured them both. 

We had enough of Ceylon, and 
having no buſineſs to make ſuch a 


kind: 
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kind of war as this muſt have been, 
in which we might have loſt, but 
could get nothing, we weighed and 
ſtood away to the Eaſt. What be- 
came of the fellow that we laſhed, 
we know not, but as he had but 
little fleſh left on his back which 
was not mangled and torn with 
our whipping him, and we ſup. 
poſe they are but indifferent ſur. 
geons, our people ſaid the fellow 
could not live; and the reaſon the 
gave for it was, becauſe they did 
not pickle him after it. Truly, 
they ſaid, that they would not be 
ſo kind to him as to pickle him: 
For though pickling, that is to 
ſay, throwing ſalt and vinegar on 
the back after the whipping, is 
cruel enough, as to the pain it is 
to the patient, yet it is certainly 
the way to prevent mortification, 
and cauſes it to heal again with 
the more eaſe. 

We ſtood over from Ceylon 
Eaſt South Eaſt croſs the great 
bay of Bengal, leaving all the _ 
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of Coromandel, and ſtanding di- 
rely for Achen, on the North 
point of the great iſland of Suma- 
tra, and in the latitude of fix de- 
grees thirty-one minutes North. 
Here we ſpread our French co- 
lours, and coming to an anchor, 
ſuffered none of our men to go on 
thore but, Captain Merlotte and his 
Frenchmen ; and having nothing 
to do there, or any where elſe in 
the Indian ſeas, but to take in pro- 
viſions and freſh water, we ſtayed 
but five days; in which time we 
ſupplied ourſelves with what the 
place would afford ; and pretend- 
ing to be bound for China, we 
went on to the South, through the 
ſtrai's of Malacca, between the 
iſland of Sumatra, and the main or 
iſthmus of Malacca. | 
We had here a very difficult paſ- 
lige, though we took two pilots 
on board at Achen, who pretend- 
ed to know the ſtraits perfectly 
well; twice we were in very great 
danger of being loſt, and once our 
Madagaſcar 
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Madagaſcar ſhip was ſo entangled 


among rocks and currents, that we 
gave her up for loſt, and twice ſhe 
ſtruck upon the rocks, but ſhe did 
but touch, and went clear. 

We went ſeveral times on ſhore 
among the Malayans, as well on 
the ſhore of Malacca itſelf, as on 
the fide of Sumatra. They are a 
fierce, cruel, treacherous, and mer- 
cileſs crew of human devils as any 
I have met with on the face of the 
whole earth; and we had ſome 
fkirmiſhes with them, but not of 
any conſequence. We made no 
ſtay any where in this ſtrait, 'but 
Juſt for freſh water, and what other 
freſh proviſions we could get, ſuch 
as roots, greens, hogs, and fowls, 
of which they have plenty and a 
great variety: But nothing to be 
had but for ready money ; which 
our men took ſo unkindly, and eſ- 
pecially their offering two or three 
times to cheat them, and once to 
murder them, that afterward they 
made no ſcruple to go on ſhore a 

hundred 
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hundred or more at a time, and 
plunder and burn what they could 
not carry off; till at laſt we began 
to be ſuch a terror to them, that 
they fled from us wherever we 
came. 

On the fifth of March we made 
the ſouthernmoſt point of the iſth- 
mus of Malacca, and the iſland 
and ſtraits of Sincapora, famous for 
its being the great outlet into the 
Chineſe ſea, and lying in the lati- 
tude of one degree fifteen minutes 
North latitude. 

We had good weather through 
theſe ſtraits, which was very much 
to our comfort; the different cur- 
rents, and number of little iſlands, 
making it otherwiſe very danger- 
ous, eſpecially to ſtrangers. We 
got, by very good luck, a Dutch 
pilot to carry us through this ſtrait, 
who was a very uſeful ſkilful fel- 
low, but withal ſo impertinent and 
inquiſitive, that we knew not what 
to fay to him, nor what to do with 
him: At laſt he grew ſaucy and 
inſolent, 
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inſolent, and told our chief mate 
that he did not know but we might 
be pirates, or at leaſt enemies to 
his countrymen the Dutch; and if 
we would not tell him who we 
were, and whither we were bound, 
he would not pilot us any farther, 

This I thought very inſolent, to 
a degree beyond what was ſuffera- 
ble; and I bade the boatſwain put 
a halter about the fellow's neck, 
and tell him, that the moment he 
omitted to direct the ſteerage as a 
pilot, or the moment the ſhip came 
to any misfortune, or ſtruck upon 
any rock, he ſhould be hung up. 

The boatſwain, a rugged fellow, 
provides himſelf with a halter, and 
coming up to the pilot, aſked him, 
What it was he wanted to beſatis- 
fied in? 

The pilot ſaid, he deſired to have 
a true account whither we were 
going. | 

« Why,” ſays the boatſwain, 
de area going to the devil, and 1 


frall ſend you before to tell him we 


are 
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are coming; and with that, he 
pulls the halter out of his pocket, 
and puts it over his head; and ta- 
king the other end of it in his 
hand, Come, ſays the boatſwain, 
« come along with me; do you think 
we can't go through the Strait o 

Sincapora without your help? J 
warrant you,” ſays he, we will 
do without you. 

By this time it may be ſuppoſed 
the Dutchman to be in a mortal 
fright, and half choaked too with 
being dragged by the throat with 
the halter, and full heartily he beg- 
ged for his life: At length, the 
boatſwain, who had pulled him a- 
long a good way, ſtopped, and the 
Dutchman fell down on his knees; 
but the boatſwain ſaid, he had the 
captain's orders to hang him, and 
hang him he would, unleſs the 
captain recalled his orders; but 
that he would ſtay ſo long, if any 
body would go up to the captain, 
and tell him what the Dutchman 
lad, and bring back an anſwer. 


I had 
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I had no deſign to hang the poor 


fellow it is true, and the boatſwain 
knew that well enough: However, 
I was reſolved to humble him ef. 
fectually, ſo I ſent back two men 
to the boatſwain; the firſt was to 
tell the boatſwain aloud, that the 
captain was reſolved to have the 
fellow hanged, for having been ſo 
impudent to threaten to run the 
ſhip a- ground: But then the ſe— 
cond, who was to ſtay a little be- 
hind, was to call out, as if he 
came ſince the firſt from me, and 
that I had been prevailed with to 
pardon him, on his promiſes of 
better behaviour: This was all act- 
ed to admiration; for the firſt mel. 
ſenger called aloud to the boat- 
ſwain, that the captain ſaid he 
would have the Dutchman hanged 
for a warning to all pilots, and to 
teach them not to inſult men when 
they are in difficulties, as the mid- 
wives do whores in labour, and 
weill not deliver them till they con- 


feſs who is the father. 
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The boatſwain had the end of 


all the 


while; I told you fo,” ſays he, 
« before; come, come along, Myn- 
heer, I ſhall quickly do your work, 
and put you out of your pain; and 
then he dragged the poor fellow 
along to the main-maſt. By this 
time the ſecond meſſenger came in 
and delivered his part of the errand, 
and ſo the poor Dutchman was put 


j 


out of his fright, and they 


gave 


him a dram to reſtore him a little, 
and he did his buſineſs very ho- 
neſtly afterwards. 

And now we were at liberty a- 
gain, being in the open ſea, which 
was what we were very impatient 
We made a long run 
over that part which we call the 
Sea of Borneo, and the upper part 
of the Indian Arches, called ſo for 
its being full of iſlands, like the 


for before. 


Archipelago of the Levant. 


It 


was a long run, but as we were to 
the North of the iſlanas, we had 
the more ſea room; ſo we ſteered 
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Eaſt half a point, one way or other, 
for the Manillas, or Phillipine 


| Iflands; which was the true delign 


of our voyage; and, perhaps, we 
were the firſt ſhip that ever came 
to thoſe iſlands freighted from Eu- 
rope ſince the Portugueſe loſt their 
footing there. 

We put in on the North coaſt 
of Borneo for freſh water, and were 
civilly uſed by the inhabitants of 
the place, who brought us roots 
and fruits of ſeveral kinds, and 
ſome goats, which we were glad 
of: We paid them in trifles, ſuch 
as knives, ſciſſars, toys, and ſeveral 
ſorts of wrought iron, hatchets, 
hammers, glaſs - work, looking - 
glaſſes, and drinking-glafſes; and 
from hence we went away, as J 
ſaid, for the Phillipine iſlands. 

We ſaw ſeveral iſlands in our 
way, but made no ſtop except once 
for water, and arrived at Manilla 
the twenty-ſecond of May, all our 
veſſels in very good condition, our 
men healthy, and our ſhips ſound; 


haying 
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having met with very few contrary 
winds, and not one ſtorm in the 
whole voyage from Madagaſcar. 
We had now been ſeventeen months 
and two days on our voyage from 
England. 

When we arrived we ſaluted the 
Spaniſh flag, and came to an anchor, 
carrying French colours. Cap- 
tain Merlotte, who now acted as 
commander, ſent his boat on ſhore 
the next day to the Governor, with 
a reſpectful letter in French; tell- 
ing him, that having the King of 
France's commiſſion, and bein 
come into thoſe ſeas, he hoped, 
that for the friendſhip which was 
between their Moſt Chriſtian nd 
Catholick Majeſties, he ſhould be 
allowed the freedom of commerce, 
and the uſe of the port; the like 
having been granted to his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty's ſubjects in all 
the ports of New Spain, as well in 
the Southern as in the Northern 
ſeas. 

The Spaniſh Governor returned 
L 2 a very 
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a very civil and obliging anſwer, 
and immediately granted us to buy 
what proviſions we pleaſed for our 
tupply, or any thing elſe for our 
uſe; but added, that as for al- 
lowing any exchange of merchan- 
dizes, or giving leave for Euro- 
pean goods to be brought on ſhore 
there, he was not empowered to 
grant. 

We made it appear as if this an- 
ſwer was ſatis factory; and the next 
morning Captain Merlotte ſent his 
boat on ſhore with all French fai- 


lors, and a French midſhipman, 


with a handſome preſent to the Go- 
vernor ; conſiſting of ſome bottles 
of French wine, ſome brandy, two 
ieces of fine Holland, two pieces 
of Engliſh black baize, one piece 
of fine French drugget, and five 
yards of ſcarlet woollen cloth. 
This was too conſiderable a pre- 
fent for a Spaniard to refuſe ; and 
yet theſe were all European goods, 
which he ſeemed not to allow to 
come on ſhore, The governor let 


the 
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the captain know that he accepted 
his preſent; and the men who 
brought it were very handſomely 
entertained by the governor's order, 
and had every one a ſmall piece of 
gold; and the officer who went at 
their head had five pieces of gold 
iven him: What coin it was I 
could not tell, but I think it was a 
Japan coin, and the value ſome- 
thing leſs than a piſtole. 
The next day the governor ſent 
a gentleman with a large boat, and 
in it a preſent to our captain; con- 
liſting of two cows, ten ſheep, or 
goats, for they were between both ; 
a number of fowls of ſeveral ſorts, 
and twelve great boxes of ſweet- 
meats and conſerves, all of which 
were indeed very acceptable ; and 
invited the captain and any of his 
attendants on ſhore, offering to 
ſend hoſtages on board for our ſafe 
return; and concluding with his 
word of honour for our ſafety, and 
tree going back to our ſhips. 
The captain received the preſent 
L 3 with 
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with very great reſpect, and indeed 
it was a very noble preſent ; for at 
the fame time a boat was ſent to 
both the other ſhips with provi- 
fions and ſweetmeats, in proportion 
to the ſize of the veſſels. Our 
captain cauſed the gentleman who 
came with this preſent, to have a 
fine piece of crimſon Englith cloth 
given him, ſufficient to make a 
waiſtcoat and breeches of their 
faſhion, with a very good hat, two 
pair of ſilk ſtockings, and two pair 
of gloves; and all his people had 
a piece of drugget given them ſuf. 
ficient to make them the like ſuit 
of clothes; the perſons who went 
to the other ſhip, and to the bri- 
gantine, had preſents in proportion. 

This, in ſhort, was neither more 
or leſs than trading and bartering, 
though, from ſupercilious punc- 
tilio, we had in a manner been de- 
nièd it. 

The next day the captain went 


on ſhore to viſit the governor, and 


with 
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with him ſeveral of our officers, 
and the captain of the Madagaſcar 
ſhip, formerly my ſecond mate, and 
the captain of the brigantine, I 
did not go myſelf for that time, 
nor the ſupercargo, becauſe, what- 
ever might happen, I would be re- 
ſerved on board ; beſides, I did not 
care to appear in this part of the 
buſineſs. 

The captain went on ſhore /ike 
a captain, attended with his two 
trumpeters, and the ſhip firing e- 
leven guns at his going off. The 
governor received him like himſelf, 
with prodigious ſtate and forma- 
lity ; ſending five gentlemen and a 
guard of ſoldiers to receive him and 
his men at their landing, and to 
conduct them to his palace. 

When they came there, they 
were entertained with the utmoſt 
profuſion and magnificence, after 
the Spaniſh manner; and they all 
had the honour to dine with his 
excellence; that is to ſay, all the 
officers. At the ſame time the 


L 4 men. 
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men were entertained very hand- 
ſomely in another houſe, and had 
very good cheer : But it was ob- 
ſerved, that they had very little 
wine, except ſuch as we had ſent 
them ; which the Governor apolo- 
gized for, by ſaying his ſtore, which 
he had yearly from New Spain, be- 
ing nearly ſpent. This deficienc 
we ſupplied the next day, by ſend- 
ing him a quarter caſk of very good 
Canary, and a halt hogſhead of 
Madeira; which was a preſent ſo 
acceptable, that in ſhort, aſter this, 
we might do juſt as we pleaſed 
with him, and all his men. 
While they were thus converſ- 
ing together, after dinner, Captain 
Merlotte was made to underſtand, 
that though the governor could 
not admit an open avowed trade, 
yet that the merchants would not 
be forbid coming on board our 
ſhip, and trading with us in ſuch 
manner as we ſhould be very well 
ſatisfied with; after which, we 
ſhould be at no hazard of getting 


the 


ROUND THE WORLD. 225 
the goods we ſhould ſell, put on 


ſhore; and we had an experiment 
of this made in a few days as 
follows. 

When Captain Merlotte tcok his 
leave of the governor, he. invited 
his Excellence to come on board. 
our ſhip, with ſuch of his attend- 
ants as he pleaſed to bring with 
him, and in like manner offered 
hoſtages for his return. The go- 
vernor accepted the invitation, and 
with the ſame generoſity ſaid, he 
would take his parole of honour 
given, as he was the king of 
France's captain and- would. come 
on board. 

The governor did not come to 
the ſhore {ide with our people, but 
ſtood in the window of the palace, 
and gave them the compliment of 
his hat and leg at their going into 
their boats, and made a ſignal to 
the platform, to fire eleven guns 
at their boats putting off. 

Theſe were unuſual and unex- 
pected honours to us, who, but 


L 5 for 
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for this ſtratagem of the French 
commiſſion, had been declared ene. 
mies. It was ſuggeſted to me here, 
that I might with great caſe ſur. 
prize the whole iſland, nay all the 
iſlands, the governor putting ſuch 
confidence in us, that we might go 
on ſhore in the very fort unſuſ- 
pected. But though this was true, 
and that we did play them a trick 
at the Rio de la Plata, I could not 
bear the thoughts of it here ; be- 
ſides, I had quite another game to 
play, which would turn out more 
advantageous to us and to our 
voyage, than an enterpriſe of fo 
much treachery could be to Eng- 
land, which alſo, we might not 
be able to ſupport from thence, 
before the Spaniards might beat us 
out again from Acapulco, and then 
we might paſs our time ill enough. 
Upon the whole I refolved to 
keep every punctilio with the go- 
vernor very juſtly, and we found 

our account in it preſently. 
About three days afterwards = 
had 
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had notice, that the governor would 
make us a viſit, and we prepared 
to entertain his Excellence with as 
much ſtate as poſſible. By the 
way we had private notice, that 
the governor would bring with 
him ſome merchants, who perhaps 
might lay out ſome money, and 
buy ſome of our cargo; nor was 
it without a ſecret intimation, that. 
even the governor himſelf was con- 
cerned in the market that ſhould be 
made. 

Upon this intelligence, our ſu- 
percargo cauſed ſeveral bales of 
Engliſh and French goods to be 
brought up and opened, and laid ſo- 
in the ſteerage and upon the quarter 
deck of the ſhip, that the gover- 
nor and his attendants ſhould ſee: 
them of courſe as they paſſed by. 

When the boats came off from 
the ſhore, which we knew by their 
tort firing eleven guns, our ſhip 
appeared as fine as. we could make 
her, having the French flag at the 
main top as admiral, and ſtreamers 

L 6 and. 
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and pendants at the yard arms, waſte 
cloths out, and a very fine awnin 
over the quarter deck. When his 
Excellency entered the ſhip, we 
fired one and twenty guns, the 
Madagaſcar ſhip fired the-like num- 
ber, and the brigantine fifteen, hav- 
ing loaded her guns nimbly enough 
to fire twice. 

As the governor's entertainment 
to us, was more meat than liquor, 
ſo we gave him more liquor than 
meat; for as we had ſeveral ſorts 
of very good wines on board, we 
ſpared nothing to let him ſee, he 
was very welcome. After dinner 
we brought a large bowl of punch 
upon the table, a liquor he was a 
ſtranger to: However, to do him 
juſtice, he drank very moderately, 
and ſo did moſt of thoſe that were 
with him. As to the men that 
belonged to his retinue, I mean 
ſervants and attendants and the 
crews of the boats, we made ſome 
of them drunk enough. 

While this was doing, two gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen of the governor's company, 
took occaſion to leave the reſt and 
walk about the ſhip, and in ſo do- 
ing, they ſeemed, as it were by 
chance, to caſt their eyes upon our 
bales of cloth and ſtuffs, baize, 
linen, filks, &c. and our ſupercargo 
and they began to make bargains 
apace, for he found they had not 
only money enough,” but had a- 
bundance of other things, which 
we were as willing to take as mo- 
ney, and of which they had brought 
ſpecimens with them ; as particu- 
larly ſpices, ſuch as cloves and nut- 
megs ; alfo China ware, tea, japan- 
ned ware, wrought ſilks, raw ſilk, 

and the like. 
However our ſupercargo dealt 
with them at preſent for nothing 
but ready money, and they paid 
all in gold: the price he made 
here, was to us indeed extravagant, 
though to them moderate, ſeeing 
they had been uſed to buy theſe 
goods from the Acapulco ſhips, 
which came in yearly, from whom, 
tO 
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to be ſure, they bought dear e- 
nough. They bought as many 
goods at this time, as they paid 
the value of fifteen thouſand pieces 
of eight for, but all in gold by 
weight. | 

As for carrying our goods on 
ſhore, the governor being preſent, 
no officer had any thing to ſay to 
them; ſo they were carried on 
ſhore as preſents, made by us to 
the governor and his retinue. 

The next day three Spaniſh mer- 
chants came on board us, early in 
the morning before it was light, and 
deſired to ſee the ſupercargo. They 
brought with them a box of dis- 
monds and ſome pearl, and a great 
quantity of gold, and to work they 
went with our cargo, and I thought 
once, they would have bought the 
whole ſhip's loading; but they 
contented themſelves to buy about 
the value of two and twenty thou- 
ſand pieces of eight, which did not 
coſt in England, one fixth part of 
the money. 


We 
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We had ſome difficulty about the 
diamonds, becauſe we did not un- 
derſtand the worth of them, but 
our ſupercargo ventured upon them 
at ten thouſand pieces of eight, and 
took the reſt in gold. They de- 
fired to ſtay on board till the next 
night, when, ſoon after it was 
dark, a ſmall floop came on board, 
and took in all their goods, and as 
we were told, carried them away 
to ſome other iſland. 

The ſame day and before theſe 
merchants were gone, came a large 
ſhallop on board with a ſquare fail, 
towing after her a great heavy boat, 
which had a deck, but ſeemed to 
have been a large ſhip's long boat, 
built into a kind of yatch, but ill 
maſted, and failed heavily, In 
theſe two boats they brought ſeven 
tons of cloves in matts, ſome cheſts 
of China ware, ſome pieces of Chi- 
na filks, of ſeveral ſorts, and a 
great ſum of money alſo. 

In ſhort, the merchants ſold fo 
cheap and bought ſo dear, that 


Our 
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our ſupercargo declared, he would 
ſell the whole cargo for goods, if 
they would bring them, for by his 
calculation he had diſpoſed of as 
many goods as he received the va- 
lue of one hundred thouſand pieces 
of eight for, all which, by his ac- 


counts did not amount to, firſt coſt, 


above three thouſand pounds ſter- 
ting in England. 

Our ſhip was now an open fair ; 
for, two or three days after, came 


the veſſel back, which went away 


in the night, and with them a 


Chineſe jonque, and ſeven or eight 


Chineſe or Japanners ; ſtrange, ug- 


ly, ill-looking fellows they were, 
but brought a Spaniard to be their 


interpreter, and they came to trade 
alſo, bringing with them ſeventy 
great cheſts of China ware, ex- 
ceeding fine, twelve cheſts of China 
ſilks of ſeveral forts, and ſome la— 

uered cabinets very fine. We dealt 
with them for all thoſe, for our 
ſupercargo left nothing, he took 
every thing they brought. Our tra- 


ders 
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ders were more difficult to pleaſe 
than we; for as for baize, and 
druggets, and ſuch goods, they 
would not meddle with them ; but 
our fine cloths and ſome bales of 
linen they bought very freely. So 
we unloaded their veſſel, and put 
our goods on board; we took a 
good ſum of money of them be- 
ſides, but whither they went we 
knew not, for they both came and 
went in the night too, as the 0- 
ther did. 

This trade held a good while, 
and we found, that our cuſtomers 
came more from other iſlands, than 
from the iſland where the gover- 
nor reſided, the reaſon of which, 
as we underſtood afterwards, was, 
becauſe as the governor had not 
openly granted a freedom of com- 
merce, but privately winked at it, 
ſo they were not willing to carry it 
on openly before his face, or as we 
ſay, under his noſe, whereas in other 
iſlands, they could. convey their 
goods on ſhore with very little 

hazard, 
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hazard, agreeing with the cuſtom. 
houſe officer for a ſmall matter. 

Theſe boats came and went thus 
ſeveral times; till in ſhort we had 
diſpoſed almoſt of the whole cargo; 
and now our men began to be con- 
vinced, that we had laid out our 
voyage very right, for never was 
cargo better fold; and as we re- 
ſolved to purſue our voyage for New 
Spain, we had taken in a cargo very 
proper to {ſell there, and ſo perhaps 
to double the advantage we had al- 
ready made. 

In the mean time, all our hands 
were at work to ſtore ourſelves a- 
new, with ſuch proviſions, as could 
be had here for ſo long a run, as 
we knew we were to have next; 
namely, over the vaſt Pacifick ocean 
or South Sea, a voyage where we 
might expect to ſee no land for four 
months, except we touch'd at the 
Ladrones, as it might happen; and 
our greateſt anxiety was for want 
of water, which our whole ſhip 
could ſcarce be able to ſtow ſuffi- 

Clent 
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cient for our uſe, and if they could, 
our want of caſks was ſtill as bad 
as the want of water, for we really 
knew not what to put water in 
when we had it. 

The Spaniards had helped us to 
ſome caſks but not many, thoſe that 
they could ſpare were but ſmall, and 
at laſt we were obliged to make uſe 
of about two hundred large earthen 
Jars, which were of ſingular uſe to 
us. We got a large quantity of 
good rice here, which we bought 
of a Chineſe merchant, who came 
in here with a large China veſſel to 
trade, and who bought of us alſo 
ſeveral of our European goods. 

Juſt as we were ready to fail, a 
boat came from the town of Ma- 
nilla, and brought a new mer- 
chant, who wanted more Engliſh 
goods, but we had but few left; he 


brought with him thirty cheſts of 


callicoes, muſlins, wrought filks, 
ſome of them admirably fine in- 
deed, with fifteen bales of romals, 
and twelve tons of nutmegs. We 

ſold 
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ſold him what goods we had left, 


and gave him money for the reſt, 
but had them at a price ſo cheap, 
as was ſufficient to let us know, 
that it was always well worth 
while, for ſhips to trade from Eu— 
rope to the Eaſt Indies; from 
whence they are ſure to make five 
or fix of one. Had more of theſe 
merchants come on board, we were 
reſolved to have laid out all the 
gold and ſilver we had, which was 
a very conſiderable quantity. 

The laſt merchant, who came on 
board us, was a Spaniard, but [ 
found, that he ſpoke very good 
French, and ſome Engliſh, that he 
had been in England ſome years be- 
fore, and underſtood Engliſh wool- 
en manufactures very well. He 
told me, he had all his preſent 
goods from Acapulco, but that they 
were then exceſſive dear. He had 
conſiderable dealings with the Chi- 
neſe, and ſome with the coaſt of 
Coromandel, and Bengal, and kept 
a veſſel or two of his own to go to 

Bengal, 
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Bengal, which generally went twice 
in a year. 

I found, he had great buſineſs 
with New Spain, and that he gene- 
rally had one of the Acapulco ſhips 
chiefly conſigned to him; ſo that he 
was full of all ſuch goods, as thoſe 
ſhips generally carried away from 
the Manillas, and had we traded 
with him ſooner, we ſhould have had 
more callicoes and muſlins than we 
now had: however we were exceed- 
ingly well ſtored with goods of all 
ſorts, ſuitable for a market in Peru, 
whither I reſolved to go. 

We continued chaffering after 
this manner about nine weeks, dur- 
ing which time, we careened our 
ſhips, cleaned their bottoms, rum- 
maged our gold, and repacked ſome 
of our proviſions; endeavouring as 
much as poſſible, to keep all our 
men as fully employed as we could, 
to preſerve them in health, and yet 
not to over work them: conſidering 
the heat of the climate. | 

Some time before we were ready 


tO 
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to ſail, I called all the warrant of. 
ficers together, and told them, that 
as we were come to a countr 
where abundance of ſmall things 
were to be bought, and going to a 
country where we might poflibly 
have an opportunity to fell them 
apain to advantage, I would ad- 
vance to every officer an hundred 
dollars, upon account of their pay, 
that they might lay it out here, and 
diſpoſe of it again on the coaſt of 
New Spain to advantage. This was 
very acceptable to them, and they 
acknowledged it ; and here, beſides 
this, by the conſent of all our ſu- 
perior officers, I gave a largeſs or 
bounty of five dollars a man, to all 
our fore-maſt men ; moſt of which 
I believe they laid out in arrack 
and ſugar, to chear them up in the 
reſt of the voyage, which they al 
knew would be long enough. 

We went away from Manilla, 
in the iſland of Luconia, the fif- 
teenth of the month of Auguſt, 
and in the year 1714; and failing 

a while 
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a while to the Southward, paſſed 
the ſtraits between that ifland and 
Mindora, another of the Philli- 
pines, where we met with little 
extraordinay, except extraordinary 
lightning and thunders, ſuch as we, 
never heard or ſaw before, though 
it ſeems it 1s very familiar in that 
climate; till about fixteen days ſail- 
ing, we ſaw the iſle of Guam, one 
of the Ladrones, or Iſland of 
Thieves, for ſo much the word 
imports ; here we came to an an- 
chor, Sept. 3, under the lee of a 
ſteep ſhore, on the North ſide of the 
iſle of Guam; but, as we wanted 
no trade here, we did not at firſt 
enquire after the chief port, or 
Spaniſh governor, or any thing of 
that kind ; but we changed our fi- 
tuation the next day, and went 
through the paſſage, to the Eaſt 
ſide of the iſland, and came to an 
anchor near the town. 

The people came off, and brought 
us hogs and fowls, and ſeveral 
forts of roots and greens, articles 


which 
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which we were very glad of, and 
which we bought the more of, 
becauſe we always found that ſuch 
things were good to keep the men 
from the ſcurvy, and even to cure 
them of it if they had it; we took 
in freſh water here alſo, tho' it was 
with ſome difficulty, the water ly- 
ing half a mile from the ſhore. 
When I parted from Manilla, 
and was getting through the ſtrait 
between the iſland Luconia and 
that of Mindora, I had ſome 
thoughts of ſteering away North, 
to try what land we might meet 
with to the North Eaſt of the 
Phillipines; and with intent to have 
endeavoured to make up into the 
latitude of fifty or ſixty degrees, 
and have come about again to the 
South, between the iſland of Ca- 
lifornia and the main land of Ame- 
rica; in which courſe, I did not 
queſtion meeting with extraordi- 
nary new diſcoveries, and perhaps 
ſuch as the age might not expect to 
hear of, relating to the Northern 
| world, 
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world, and the poſſibility of a paſ- 
ſage out of thoſe ſeas, either Eaſt 
or Welt, both which, 1 doubt not, 
would be found, if they were 
ſearched after this way; and which, 
for aught I know, remain undiſ- 
covered for want only of an attempt 
being made by thoſe ſeas, where it 
would be eaſy to find whether the 
Tartarian ſeas are navigable or not; 
and whether Nova Zembla be an 
land, or Joined to the main; whe- 
ther the inlets of Hudſon's Bay have 
any opening into the Welt ſea; and 
whether the vaſt lakes, from whenre 
the great river of Canada is ſaid to 
flow, have any communication this 
way, or not. 

But though theſe were valuable 
diſcoveries, yet when I began to 
caſt up the account in a more ſe- 
rious manner, they appeared to 
have no relation to, or coherence 
with our intended voyage, or with 
the deſign of our employers, which 
we were to conſider in the firſt 
place; for though it is true, that 
Vor. I. M we 
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we were encouraged to make al} 
ſuch kinds of uſeful diſcoveries, 
as might tend to the advantage of 
trade, and the improvement of 
geographical knowledge and expe- 
rience; yet it was all to be fo di- 
rected, as to be ſubſervient to the 
profits and advantages of a trading 
and cruiſing voyage. 

It is true, that theſe Northern 
diſcoveries might be infinitely great, 
and moſt glorious to the Britiſh 
nation, by opening new ſources of 
wealth and commerce in general: 
yet, as I have ſaid, it was evident, 
that they tended directly to deſtroy 
the voyage, either as to trading or to 
cruiſing, and might perhaps end in 
our own deſtruction alſo: For exam- 
ple, firſt of all, if adventuring into 
thoſe Northern ſeas, we ſhould, by 
our induſtry, make out the diſco- 
very, and fand a paſlage, either Eaſt 
or Weſt, we muſt follow the diſ- 
covery ſo as to venture quite thro', 
or elſe we could not be ſure that it 
was really a diſcovery; for theſe 
| paſſages 
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paſſages would not be like doub- 
ling Cape de Bon Eſperance, on 
the point of Aftica, or going round 
Cape Horn, the Southernmoſt point 
of America, either of which were 
compaſſed in a few days, and then 
immediately gave an opening into 
the Indian or Southern oceans, 
where good weather and certain 

refreſhment were to be had. 
Whereas, for the diſcovery in the 
North, after having paſſed the Nor- 
thernmoſt land of Grand Tartary, 
in the latitude of ſeventy- four, e- 
ven to eighty degrees, and perhaps 
to the very North pole, there muſt 
be a ran Weſt, beyond the moſt 
Northerly point of Nova Zembla, 
and on again Weſt South Weſt about 
the North Kyn and North Cape 
above ſix hundred leagues, before 
we could come to have any relief 
of the climate; after that one hun- 
dred and ſixty leagues more, and 
even to Shetland and the North of 
Scotland, before we could meet 
with any relief of proviſions, 
M 2 which, 
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which, after the length we muſt 
have run, from the latitude of three 
degrees and a half, where we now 
were at the Phillipine iſlands, to 
ſeventy-four degrees North, being 
near five thouſand miles, would be 
impoſſible to be done; unleſs we 
were ſure to vidual, and furniſh 
ourſelves again, with proviſions and 
water by the way, and that in ſe. 
veral places. 

As to the other paſſage Eaſt, to- 
wards the continent of America, 
we had this uncertainty allo ; 
namely, that it was not yet diſco- 
vered, whether the land of Cali- 
fornia was an iſland or a continent, 


and if it ſhould prove the later, 


ſo as that we ſhould be obliged to 
come back to the Weſt, and not 
be able to find an opening, be- 
tween California and the land of 
North America, ſo as to come a- 
way to the coaſt of Mexico, to 
Acapulco, and ſo into the South 


Sea, and at the ſame time ſhould 


not find a * through Hud- 
ſon's 
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ſon's Bay, &c. into the North Sea, 
and ſo to Europe, we ſhould not 
only ſpoil the voyage that way 


allo, but thould infallibly periſh by 


the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and want 
of proviſions. 


All theſe things argued 3 


any attempt that way; whereas on 
the other hand, for Southern diſ- 
coveries we had this particular en- 


couragement; that whatever diſ-— 


appointment we might meet with, 
in the ſearch after unknown coun- 


tries, yet we were ſure of an open 


fea behind us; and that whenever 
we thought fit, to run South be- 
yond the Tropick, we ſhould find 
innumerable iſlands, where we 
might get water, and ſome ſort of 
proviſions, or come back into a fa- 
vourable climate, and have the be- 
nefit of the trade winds, to carry us 
either backward or forward, as the 

ſeaſon ſhould happen to guide us. 
Laſt of all, we had this aſſurance, 
that, the dangers of the ſeas except- 
M 3 ed, 
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ed, we were ſure of an outlet before 
us, if we went forward, or behind 
us, it we were forced back; and 
having a rich cargo, it we were to 
do nothing but go home, we (ould 
be able to give our employers ſuch 
an account of ourſelves, as that they 


would be very far from being loſers 


the voyage; but that if we 
teached ſafe to the coaſt of New 
Spain, and met with an open com- 
merce there, as we expected, we 
ſhould perhaps make the moſt proſ- 
perous voyage that was ever made 
round the globe before. 

Theſe conſiderations put an end 
to all my thoughts of going North- 
ward; ſome of our ſecret council, 
for by the way, we conſulted our 
foremaſt men no more, but had a 
ſecret council among ourſelves, the 
reſolutions of which we ſolemnly 
engaged not to diſcloſe: ſome of 
theſe, I ſay, were for ſteering the 
uſual courſe, from the Phillipines 
to New Spain, viz. keeping in the 
latitudes of eleven or thirteen de- 
grees, 
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grees, North of the line, and fo 
making directly for California; in 
which latitude they propoſed, that 
we might perhaps, by cruiling there 
about, meet with the Manilla ſhips, 
going from New Spain to Manilla, 
which we might take as a prize, 
and then ſtand directly for the coaſt 
of Peru. 

But I oppoſed this; principally, 
becauſe it would effectually over- 
throw all my meditated diſcoveries 
to the Southward ; and ſecondly, 
becauſe-I had obſerved, that. on the 
North of the line, there are no iſ- 
lands to be met with, in all the 
long run, of near two thouſand: 
leagues, from Guam one of the 
Ladrones, to the land of Califor- 
nia; and that we did not find we 
were able to ſubſiſt during ſo long. 
a run, eſpecially for want of wa- 
ter; whereas on the South of the 
line, as well. within the Tropick 
as without, we were ſure to meet 
with iſlands innumerable, and that 
even all the way; ſo that we were 

M4. ſure 
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ſure of frequent relief of freſh wa- 
ter, of plants, fowl, and Aſh, if not 
of bread and fleſh, almoſt all the 
way. 

This was a main conſideration to 
dur men, and fo we ſoon reſolved 
to take the Southern courſe ; yet, 
as I ſaid, we ſtood away for the 
Ladrones firlt. Theſe are a cluſter 
of iſlands, which lie in about eleven 
to thirteen degrees North latitude, 
North Eaſt from the Moluccoes, 
or ſpice iſlands, and Eaſt and by 
North from that part of the Phil- 
lipines where we were, and at the 
diſtance of about four hundred 
leagues, and all the ſhips, which 
go or come between the Phillipines 
and New Spain, touch at them, for 
the convenience of proviſions, wa- 
ter, &c. thoſe that go to Spain, put 
in there, in order to recruit and fur- 
niſh for, and thoſe that come from 
Spain, to relieve themſelves after 
ſo long a run as that of ſix thouſand 
miles, for ſo much it is at leaf 
from Guam to Acapulco; on the:- 


accounts, 
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accounts, and with theſe reaſon- 
ings, we came to the iſles of the 
Ladrones. 

During our run between the 
Phillipine and Ladrone iſlands, we 
lived wholly upon our freſh pro- 
viſions, of which we laid in a great 
ſtock at Manilla, ſuch as hogs, 
fowls, calves, and ſix or ſeven cows, 
all alive, ſo that our Engliſh beef 
and pork, which lay well ſtored, 
was not touched for a long time. 

At the Ladrones we recruited, 
and particularly took on board, as 
well alive as pickled up, near two 
hundred hogs, with a vaſt ſtore of 
roots, and ſuch things as are their 
uſual food in that country. We 
took in alſo above three thouſand 
cocoa nuts and cabbages; yams, 
potatoes and other roots for our 
own uſe, and in particular we got 
a large quantity of maize, or Indian 
wheat for bread, and fome rice. 

We ſtored ourſelves likewiſe with 
oranges and lemons, and buying a 
great quantity of very good limes, 
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we made three or four hogſheads of 
lime juice; which was a great re- 
lief to our men in the hot ſeaſon, 
to mix with their water; as for 
making punch, we had ſome arrack. 
and ſome ſugar, but neither of them 
in any ſuch quantity, ſo as to have 
much punch made afore the maſt. 

We were eighteen days on our 
paſſage from the ſtrait of Min- 
dora to Guam, and ſtayed ſix days 
at the latter, furniſhing ourſelves 
with proviſions, appearing all this 
while with French colours, and 
Captain Merlotte as commander : 
however, we made no great cere- 
mony here with the Spaniſh gover- 
nor, as I have faid already, only 
that Captain Merlotte, after we 
had been here two days, ſent a let- 
ter to him by a French officer, who 
ſhowing his commiſſion from the 
King of France, the governor pre— 
tently gave us product, as we call 
it, and leave to buy what n 
we wanted. 

In compliment for this civility; 

| we 
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we ſent the governor a ſmall pre- 


ſent of fine ſcarlet camblet, and 
two pieces of baize; and he made a 
very handſome return, in ſuch re- 
freſhments as he thought we moſt 
wanted. 

There was another reaſon for our 
keeping in this latitude till we 
came to the Ladrones; namely, 
that all the Southern. ſide of that 
part of the way between the Phil- 


lipines and the Ladrones, is fo full 


of iſlands, that unleſs: we had been 
provided with very good pilots, it 
would have been extremely hazard- 
ous; and add to this, that beyond 


theſe iſlands South, is no paſſage; 


the land, which they call Nova 


Guinea, lying away Eaſt and Eaſt 


South Eaſt, farther than has yet 
been diſcovered; ſo that it is not 
yet known, whether that country 
be an ifland or the continent. 
Having for all theſe reaſons gone 
to the Ladrones, and being ſuffi- 
ciently fatisfied in our reaſons, for 
going away from thence to - the 


M 6 South- 
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Southward, and having ſtored our- 
{elves as above, with whatever thoſe 
iflands produced, we left the La- 
drones the tenth day of September 
in the evening, and ſtood away Eaſt 
South Eaſt, with the wind North 
North Weſt, a freſh gale; after 
this, I think, it was about five 
days, when having ſtretched by our 
account about an hundred and fifty 
icazues, we ſtcered away more to 
the Southward, our courſe South- 
Eaſt by South. 

And now, if ever, I expected to 
do ſomething by way of diſcovery ; 
I knew very well there were few, 
if any, had ever ſteered that courſe; 
or that if they had, they had given 
very little account of their travels. 
The only perſons who leave any 
thing worth notice being Corne— 
lius Vanſchouton and Francis La 
Mare, who, though they failed 


very much South, yet ſay little to 
the purpoſe, as I ſhall preſently 


ſhew. 
The fixteenth day after we parted 
trom 
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from the Ladrones, being, by ob- 
ſervation, in the latitude of ſeven- 
teen degrees South of the line, one 
of our men cried a fail! a fail! 
which put us into ſome fit of won- 
der, knowing nothing of a ſhip 
of any bulk could be met with in 
thoſe ſeas; but our fit of wonder 
was ſoon turned to a fit of laugh- 
ter, when one of our men from 
the foretop, cried out land, which 
indeed was the caſe; and the firſt 
ſailor was ſufficiently laughed at 
for his miſtake, though'giving him 
his due, it looked at firſt as like a 
ſail, as ever any land at a diſtance 
could look. | 
Towards evening, we made the 
land very plain, diſtance about ſe- 
ven leagues South by Eaſt, and 
found that it was not an iſland, but 
a vaſt tract of land, extended, as 
we had reaſon to believe, from 
the fide of Gilolo, and the ſpice 
iſlands, or that which we call 
Nova Guinea, and never yet fully 
diſcovered. The land lying away 
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from the Weſt North Weſt, to the 
South Eaſt by South, ſtill South- 
erly. 

I, that was for making all poſſi- 
ble diſcovery, was willing, beſides 
the convenience of water, and per- 
haps freſh proviſions, to put in. 
here, and ſee what kind of coun. 
try it was: So I ordered the bri- 
gantine to ſtand in for the ſhore: 
They ſounded, but found no ground 
within half a league of the ſhore ; 
ſo they hoiſted out their boat and 
went d 4 in with the ſhore, where 
they found good anchor hold in a- 
bout thirty-ſix fathom, and a large 
creek, or mouth of a river; here 
they found eleven to thirteen fa- 
thom foft ouzy ſand, and the wa- 
ter half freſh at the mouth of the 
creek. 

Upon notice of this, we ſtood 
in, and came all to an anchor in 
the very creek; and ſending our 
boats up the creek, found the wa- 
ter * * and very good 


upon 
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upon the ebb, about a league up 
the river. 

Among all the iſlands in this 

art of the world, that is to ſay, 
from. the Phillipines Eaſtward, of 
which there are an infinite num- 
ber, we never came near any, but 
we found ourſelves ſurrounded with: 
canoes and variety of boats, bring- 
ing off to us cocoa nuts, plantanes, 
roots and greens, to trafhck for 
ſuch things as they could get: and 
that in ſuch numbers, we were tired 
with them, and ſometimes alarm- 
ed, and obliged to fire at them. 
But here though we ſaw great 
numbers of people at a diſtance 
from the ſhore, yet we ſaw not one 
boat or bark, nor any thing elſe 
upon the water. 

We ſtayed two or three days tak- 
ing in freſh water, but it was im- 
poſſible to reſtrain our men from 
going on ſhore, to ſee what ſort of 
a country it was; and I was very 
willing they ſhould do fo: Ac- 
cordingly, two of our boats, with 

about 
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about thirty men in both of them, 
went on ſhore on the Eaſt fide of 
the creek or harbour, where our 
ſhip lay. 

They found the country looked 
wild and ſavage, but though they 
could find no houſes or ſpeak with 
the inhabitants, they ſaw their foot- 
ſteps and their ſeats where they had 
ſat down under fome trees; and 
after wandering about a little, they 
ſaw people, both men and women 
at a diſtance; but they ran away 
from our men, at firſt ſight, like 
frighted deer; nor could they 
make any ſignal to them to be un- 
derſtood; for when our men hal- 
looed and called after them, they 
ran again as if they had been be- 
witched, 

Our men gathered a great variety 
of green ſtuff, though they knew 
not of what kind, and brought it 
all on board, and we ate a great 
deal of it; ſome we boiled and 
made broth of; and ſome of our 
men, who had the ſcurvy, found 


it 
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it did them a great deal of good ; 
tor the herbs were of a ſpicy kind, 
and had a moſt pleaſant agreeable 
taſte; but none of us could tell 
what to call them, though we had 
ſeveral men on board who had been 
among the Spice Iſlands before in 
Datch ſhips. 

We were very uneaſy that we 
could get nothing here but a little 
graſs and pot-herbs, as our men 
called it, and the men importuned 
me to let. them have two boats, and 
go up the river as high as the tide 
would carry them: This 1 con- 
ſented to, being as willing to make 
the diſcovery as they: So I ordered 
the captain of the Madagaſcar. ſhip, 
who had, as I have ſaid, been for- 
merly my ſecond mate; to go a- 
long with them. 

But in the morning, a little be- 
fore the flood was made, I was 
called out of my cabin to ſee an 
army, as they told me, coming to 
attack us: I turned out haſtily. e- 
nough, as may be eaſily — 

an 


258 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


and ſuch an army appeared which 
no ſhip was ever attacked with; 

for we ſpied three of four hundred 
black creatures, come playing and 
tumbling down the ſtream towards 


us, like ſo many porpoiſes in the 


water: I was not ſatisfied at firſt 
that they were human creatures; 
but would have perſuaded our men, 
that they were ſea-monſters, or 
fiſhes of ſome ſtrange kind. 

But they quickly undeceived us, 
for they came ſwimming about our 
ſhips, ſtaring and wondering, and 
calling to one another, but faid 
Bot one word to us; at leaſt, if 
they did, we could not underſtand 
them. 

Some of them came very. near 
our ſhip, and we made figns to 
them to come on board, but they 
would not venture: We toſſed 
one of them a rope, and he took 
hold of it boldly; but as ſoon as 
we offered to pull, he let go, and 
laughed at us; another of them 
= the like, and when he let go, 


turned. 
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turned up his black buttocks, as 
in ſport at us; the language of 
which, in our country, we all 
knew, but whether it had the 
ſame meaning here, we were at a. 
loſs to know. 

However, this dumb manner of 
converſing with them, we did not 
like, neither was it to any purpoſe 
to us; and I was reſolved, if pof. 
ible, to know ſomething more of 
them than we could get thus: 80 
I ordered out our pinnace with fix 
oars, and as many other men, well 
armed, to row among them ; and 
if poſſible, to take ſome of them 
and bring them on board. They 
went off, but the fix oar pinnace, 
though a very. nimble boat, could 
not row fo faſt as they could 
ſwim ; for if pulling with all their 
might, they came near one of them, 
immediately, like dog and duck, 
they would dive and come up again 
thirty or forty yards off; fo that 
our men did not. know which way 
to row. after them: However, at 

laſt, 
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Jaſt, getting among the thickeſt of 
them, they got hold of two, and 
with ſome difficulty dragged them 
in; but think of their ſurpriſe, to 
nnd they were not men but both 
young women. However, they 
brought them on board naked as 
they were. 

When they came on board, I 
ordered they ſhould have two pieces 
of linen wrapped round their waiſts 
to cover them, which they ſeemed 
well pleaſed with. We gave them 
alſo ſeveral ſtrings of beads, and 
our men tied them about their 
necks, and about their arms like 
bracelets, and they were wonder- 
fully delighted with their orna- 
ments. Others of our men gave 
each of them a pair of ſciſſars, with 
needles, and ſome thread, and 
threading the needles ſhowed them 
how to ſow with them: We alſo 
gave them food, and each of them 
a dram of arrack, and made ſigns 
to know of them where they lived; 
they pointed up to the river, but 


we 
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we could by no means underſtand 
them. 

When we had dreſſed them up 
thus with necklaces, and bracelets, 
and linen, we brought them up 
upon the deck, and made them call 
to their country folk, and let them 
ſee how well they were uſed, and 
the girls beckoned them to come on 
board, but they would not venture, 

However, as I thought the diſ- 
covery we were to make, would be 
ſomething the eafier on the ac- 
count of the uſage. of theſe two 
young women ; for they were not, 
as we gueſled, above twenty or two 
and twenty years of age; we re- 
folved that the boat ſhould go on, 
as we intended, up the river; and 
that, as the two women pointed 
that way, they ſhould carry them 
along with them. 

Accordingly we ſent two ſhal- 
lops or large boats, which carried 
together ſixty men all well armed. 
We gave them ſtore of beads and 
knives, and ſciſſars, and ſuch bau- 

ens bles 
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bles with them, with hatchets and 
nails, and hooks, looking- glaſſes, 
and the like; and we built up the 
ſides of the boat and ſtern, and 
covered them with boards to kee 

off arrows and darts, if they ſhould 
find occation ; ſo that they looked 
like London barges: In this poſ- 
ture, as ſoon as the tide of flood 
was made up, our men went away, 
carrying a drum and a trumpet in 


each boat; and each boat had alſo 


two patereros, or fmall cannon, 
fixed on the gunnel near the bow. 
Thus furniſhed, they went off 


about eleven o'clock in the fore- 


Noon, and to my very great uneaſi- 
neſs, I heard no more of them in 
four days. The whole ſhip's com- 
pany were indeed — at their 
ſtay, and the captain of the ſloop 
would fain have had me let him 


Have failed up the river with the 
: floop as far as the channel would 
ſerve; which really we found was 


deep enough. Indeed, as I was 
unwilling to run any more riſques, 
I could 
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I could not perſuade myſelf, but 
that the force I had already ſent 
was ſufticient to fight five thouſand 
naked creatures, ſuch as the natives 
ſeemed to be; and therefore I was 
very unwilling to ſend: However, 
I conſented at laſt to have our long 
boat and two ſmaller boats manned 
with fifty-four men more, very 
well armed, and covered from ar- 
rows and darts, as the other had 
been, go up the river, upon their 
folemn promiſe, and with expreſs 
order, to return the next day at 
fartheſt; ordering them to fire guns 
as they went up the river to give 
notice to their fellows, if they 
could be heard, that they were 
coming; and that in the mean 
time, if 1 fired three guns, they 
ſhould immediately return. 

They went away with the tide 
of flood, a little before noon, and 
went up the river about five 
leagues ; the tide running but ſlow- 
ly, and a ſtrong freth of land-water 
that checked the current coming 

down ; 
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down ; ſo that when the tide was 
ſpent, they came to an anchor. 
They found the river, contrary to 
their expectation, continued both 
deep enough, and was wider in 
breadth than where the ſhips were 
at anchor; and that it had another 
mouth or outlet into the ſea ſome 
leagues farther Eaſt; ſo that the land 
to the Eaſt of us, where our men 
went on ſhore, was but an ifland, 
and had not many inhabitants, 
if any; the people they had ſeen 
there, having, poſſibly, ſwam over 
the other arm or branch of the ri- 
ver to obſerve our ſhips the nearer. 
As our men found they could go 
no farther for want of the tide, 
they reſolved to come to an an- 
chor; but juſt as they were ſound- 
ing, to ſee what ground they had, 
and what depth, a ſmall breeze at 
North Eaſt ſprang up; by which 
they ſtemed the current, and reach- 
ed up about two leagues farther, 
when they hove over their grapling 


in five fathom water, ſoft ground ; 
ſo 
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ſo that all this way, and much 
farther, every one of our ſhips might 
have gone up the channel, being as 
broad as the Thames is about 
Vauxhall. 

It muſt be obſerved, that all 
along this river they found the 
land, after they came paſt the place 
where the other branch of the ri- 
ver broke off, Eaſtward, was full 
of inhabitants on both ſides, who 
frequently came down to the water- 
ſide in haſte to look at our boats. 
But always, when our men called 
to them, as if they thought our 
men enquired after their fellows, 
they pointed up the river; which 
was as much as to ſay, they were 
gone farther that way. 

However, our men being not 
able to go any farther againſt the 
tide, took no notice of that ; but 
after a little while ſome of them, 
in one of the ſmaller boats, rowed 
towards the ſhore, holding up a 
white flag to the people, in token 
of friendſhip : But it was all one, 
Vo. I. N and 
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and would have been all one, for 
aught they knew, if they had held 
up a red flag, for they all ran away, 
men, women, and children; nor 
could our men by any perſuaſions, 
by geſtures and figns of any kind, 
prevail on them to ſtay, or hardly 
ſo much as to look at them. 

The night coming on our men 
knew not well what courſe to 
take; they ſaw ſeveral of the In- 
dians dwellings and habitations, 
but they were all at a diſtance from 
the river, occaſioned, as our men 
ſuppoſed, by the river's overflow- 
ing the flat grounds near its banks, 
ſo as to render thoſe lands not ha- 
bitable. 

Our men had a great inclination 
to have gone up to one of the towns 
they ſaw, but he that commanded, 
would not permit it, but told them, 
that if they could find a good land- 
ing place, that they might all go 
an ſhore, except a few, to keep 
the boats, if they choſe to venture; 
upon which the ſmalleſt boat 3 
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ed up about a mile, and found a 
ſmall river running into the greater, 
and here they all reſolved to land: 
but firſt they fired two mulſkets, to 
give notice, if poſſible, to their com- 
rades, that they were at hand, hows 
ever they heard nothing of them. 

What impreſſion the noiſe of the 
two muſkets made among the Indi- 
ans, they could not tell, for they 
were all run away before. 

They were no ſooner on ſhore, 
but conſidering, they had not above 
two hours day; and that the Indian 
villages were at leaſt two miles off, 
they called a council, and reſolved 
not to march ſo far into a country 
they knew ſo little of, and be left 
to come back in the dark; ſo they 
went on board again and waited till 
morning. However they viewed 
the country, found it was a fertile 
ſoil, and a great herb ge on the 
ground: There were few trees near 
the river; but farther up, where 
the Indian dwellings were, the little 
hills ſeemed to be covered with 

N 2 woods, 
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woods, but of what kind they knew 
not. 

In the morning before break of 
day, ſome of our men fancied they 
heard a gun fired up the river; 
upon which, the officer ordered 
two muſquets to be fired again, as 
had been done the evening before; 
and in about a quarter of an hour 
they were anſwere\ by the like fir- 
ing, by which, our men knew that 
their comrades heard them; ſo 
without purſuing their intended 
landing, the tide being then run- 
ning upwards, they weighed, and 
{at to their oars, having little or no 
wind, and that which they had, 
blowing down the ſtream. 

After they had gone about a 
league, they heard a confuſed noiſe 
at a great diſtance, which ſurpriz- 
ed them a little at firſt; but as 
they perceived it drew nearer and 
nearer, they waited a while, when 
they diſcovered firſt here and there 
ſome people, then more, and then 
about two or three hundred men 


and 


ROUND THE WORLD. 269 


and women together, running, and 
every one carrying ſomething. 

Where it was they were going 
to, or what it was they carried, our 
men could not tell till they came 
nearer ; when they found that they 
were all loaded with proviſions, 
cocoa nuts, roots, cabbages, and a 
great variety of things which the 
men knew little of; and all theſe 
were carrying down to our ſhips, 
as we under{tood afterwards, in 
gratitude for our kind uſage of the 
two young women. 

When theſe people ſaw our men 
and their three boats, they were at 
a full ſtop, and once or twice they 
were ready to lay down all their 
loads and run for it ; but ours made 
ſigns of peace, and held up a white 
flag to them. 

Some of them, it ſeems, having, 
as we found, converſed with our 
men, had a little more courage 
than the reſt, and came to the ſhore 
ſide, and looked at the boats. One 
of our men thought of a ſtratagem 
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to make known our deſire of peace 
with them. Taking a ſtring of 
beads and ſome toys, he held them 
up at the end of the boat-hook 
ſtaff, and ſhewed them to the In- 
dians, pointing to them with his 
hand, and then pointing with the 
other hand to what the Indians car- 
ried, and to his mouth, intimating 
that we wanted ſuch things to eat, 
and would give him the beads for 
them. 

One of the Indians preſently un- 
derſtood him, and threw himſelf 
into the water, holding a bundle 
of plants, ſuch as he had truſſed 
up together, upon his head, and 
ſwimming with the other hand, 
came ſo near the boat where our 
men held out the ſtaff, as to reach 
the end of the ſtaff, take off the 
ſtring of beads and toys, and hang 
his bunch of traſh, for it was no 
better, upon the hook, and then 
went back again, for he would 
come No nearer. 

When he was gotten on ſhore 

again, 
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again, all his comrades came about 
him to ſee what he had got; he 
hung the ſtring of beads round his 
neck, and ran dancing about with 
the other things in his hand, as if 
he had been mad. 

What our men got was a trifle 
of leſs worth than a good bunch of 
carrots in England, but yet it was 
uſeful, as it brought the people to 
converſe with us; for after this, 
they brought us roots and fruits 
innumerable, and began to be very 
well acquainted with us. 

By that time our men had chaf- 
fered thus four or five times, they 
firſt heard, and in a little while af- 
ter ſaw, their two great boats with 
their fellows, coming down the 
river, at about two miles diſtance, 
with their drums and trumpets, 
and making noiſe enough. 

They had been, it ſeems, about 
three leagues higher up, where 
they had been on ſhore among the 
Indians, and had ſet at liberty the 
two maidens, for ſuch they under- 
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{tood they were ; who letting their 
friends ſee how fine they were 
dreſſed, and how well they were 
uſed, the Indians were ſo exceed- 
ingly obliged, and ſhewed them- 
ſelves ſo grateful, that they thought 
nothing too much for them ; but 
brought out all the ſorts of provi- 
ſions which their country produ- 
ced, which, it ſeems, amounted 
to nothing but fruits, ſuch as plan- 
tains, cocoa-nuts, oranges and le- 
mons, and ſuch things, and roots, 
which we could give no name to; 
but that which was moſt for our 
uſe, was a very good ſort of maize, 
or Indian corn, which made us 
excellent bread. 

They had, it ſeems, ſome hogs 
and ſome goats, but our men got 
only fix of the latter, which were 
at hand, and were very good. But, 
that which was moſt remarkable, 
was, that whereas in all the iſlands 
within the Tropicks, the people 
are thieviſh, treacherous, fierce, 
and miſchievous; and are armed 


with 
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with lances, or darts, or bows and 
arrows; theſe appeared to be a 
peaceable, quiet, inoffenſive peo- 
ple; nor did our men fee any wea- 
pon among them, except a long 
ſtaff, which moſt of the men car- 
ried in their hands; being made of 
a cane, about eight foot long, and 


an inch and half diameter, much. 


like a quarter ſtaff; with which 
they would leap over ſmall brooks 
of water, with admirable dexte- 
wy... 
The people were black, or rather 


of a tawny dark brown; their hair 


long, but curling in very handſome 
ringlets: They went generally 
quite naked, both men and wo- 


men; except that in two places,. 


our men ſaid, they found ſome of 
the women covered from-the mid- 
dle downward.. They ſeemed. to 
have been ſtrangers to the ſea, nor 


did we find ſo much as any one 


boat among them ; nor did any of 
the inhabitants dwell near the ſea; 
but cultivated their lands very well, 
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in theit way; having abundance of 
greens and fruits growing about 
their houſes ; and upon which, we 
found, they chiefly lived. The 
climate ſeemed to be very hot, and 
yet the country very fruitful. 

Theſe people, by all we could 
perceive, had never had any con- 
verſe with the reſt of the world by 
ſea, what they might have by land 
we know not; but as they lie 
quite out of the way of all com- 
merce, ſo it might be probable, 
they never had ſeen a ſhip or boat, 
whether any European ſhip, or ſo 
much as a periagua of the iſlands. 
We have mentioned their neareſt 
diſtance to the Ladrones, being at 
leaſt four hundred leagues; and 
from the Spice iſlands, and the 
country of New Guinea, much 
more ; but as to the European ſhip- 
ping, I never heard of any that 
ever went that way, nor do I be- 
lieve any ever did. 

| take the more notice of theſe 
people's not having convericd, as I 
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fay, with the world, becauſe of 
the innocence of their behaviour, 
their peaceable diſpoſition, and their 
way of living upon the fruits and 
produce of the earth; alſo their 
cultivation, and the manner of their 
habitations ; no ſigns of rapine or 
violence appearing among them. 
Our ſtay here was ſo little that we 
could make no enquiry into their re- 
ligion, manner of government, and 
other cuſtoms ; nor have I room to 
croud many of theſe things into 
this account. They went indeed, 
as I have ſaid, naked, ſome of them 
{tark naked, both men and women ; 
but I thought they differed in their 
countenances from all the wild 
people I ever ſaw; that they had 
ſomething fingular honeſt and ſin- 
cere in their faces; nor did we 
find any thing of falſhood or trea- 
chery among them. 

The gratitude they expreſſed for 
our kindly uſing the two young 
women 1 hive mentioned, was a 
token of gencrous principles; and 
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our men told us, that they would 
have given them whatever they 
could have aſked, that was in their 
power to beſtow. 

In a word, it was on their ac- 
count, they ſent that little army of 
people to us loaden with provi- 
fions, which our men met before 
the two ſhallops came down, But 
all the proviſions they had, con- 
ſiſted chiefly in fruits of the earth, 
eocoa- nuts, plantains, oranges, le- 
mons, &c. and maize, or Indian 
corn. We had not any ſuthcient 
time with them, to enquire after 
what traffic they had, or whether 
any thing fit for us. They had ſe- 
veral fragrant plants, and ſome 
ſpices, particularly cinnamon, 
which we found, but what elſe 
the country produced, we knew 
not. 

We came away from hence after 
ſeven days ſtay, having obſerved 
little of the country, more than 
that it ſeemed to be very pleaſant, 
but very hot; the woods were all 

flouriſhing 


ROUND THE WORLD. 277 
flouriſhing and green; and the ſoil 


rich, but no great matter, that 
could be the ſubject of trade: But 
an excellent place, to be a bait 
land, or port of refreſhment in 
any voyage, that might afterwards 
be undertaken that way. 

We ſet ſail, I ſay, from hence 
in ſeven days, and finding the coaſt 
lie fairly on our ſtarboard ſide, kept 
the land on board all the way diſ- 
tance about three leagues ; and it 
held us thus, about an hundred and 
twenty leagues due Eaſt; when on 
a ſudden, we loſt fight of the land; 
whether it broke off, or whether 
it only drew off farther South, we 
could not tell 

We went on two or three days 
more, our courſe South Eaſt, when 
we made land again : but found it 
to be only two ſmall iſlands, lying 
South and by Eaſt, diſtance nine 
leagues. We ſtood on to them, 
and two of our boats went on 
ſhore, but found nothing for our 
purpole ; no inhabitants, nor any 

living 
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living creatures, except ſea fowls, 
and ſome large ſnakes ; neither was 
there any freſh water. So we called 
that land Cape Diſmal. 

The ſame evening, we ſtood 
away full South, to ſee if we could 
find out the continuance of the 
former land: But as we found no 
land, ſo a great ſea coming from 
the South, we concluded we ſhould 
find no land that way. And vary- 
ing our cour'e Eaſterly, we ran 
with a fair freſh gale at North 
- Weſt, and by Welt, for ſeven days 
more; in all which time, we ſaw 
nothing but the open ſea every 
way ; and making an obſervation, 
found we had paſſed the Southern 
Tropick ; and that we were in the 
latitude of fix and twenty degrees 
and thirteen minutes; after which, 
we continued our courſe {till South- 
erly for ſeveral days more; until 
we found by another obſervation, 
that we were in two and thirty de- 
grees, and twenty minutes. 


This 


ROUND THE WORLD. 275 


This evening we made land 
over our ſtarboard bow, diſtance 
ſix leagues, and ſtood away South 
and by Eaſt: But the wind ſlack- 
ening, we lay by in the night: and 
in the morning, found the land 
bearing Eaſt and by South, diſtance 
one league and a half; a good 
ſhore, and on ſounding, about five 
and thirty fathom, ſtony ground. 
We now hoiſted our boat out, and 
ſent it on ſhore for diſcoveries, to 
ſound the depth of the water, 
and ſee for a good harbour to put 
in at, 

Our people went quite in with 
the ſhore, where they found ſeveral 
men and women, crowded toge- 
ther to look at us. When our 
men came cloſe to the land, they 
hung out a white flag; but the 
wild people underſtood nothing of 
the meaning of it; but ſtood look- 
ing and amazed; and we have great 
reaſon to believe, that they never 
had ſeen any ſhip or bark of any 
nation before. We found on our 

landing, 
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landing, no boats or fails, or an 

thing they had, to make uſe of on 
the water: But ſome days after, 
we ſaw ſeveral ſmall canoes, with 
three or four men in each. 

Our men not being able to ſpeak 
a word for them to underſtand, or 
to know what was ſaid to them, 
the firſt thing they did, was to 
make ſigns to them, for ſomething 
to eat: Upon which, three of them 
ſeemed to go away, and coming a- 
gain in a few minutes, broughtwith 
them ſeveral bundles or bunches of 
roots, ſome plantains, and ſome 
green lemons, or limes, and Jaid 
down all upon the coaſt. Our 
men took courage then to go on 
ſhore, and taking up what they 
brought, they ſet up a ſtick, and 
upon the end of it hung five 
bunches or ſtrings, of blue and 
White beads, and went on board 
again. 

Never was ſuch joy among a 
wild people diſcovered, as theſe 
natives ſhewed, when they took the 

beads 
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and capered and made a thouſand 
antick geſtures; and inviting our 
men on ſhore, laid their hands up- 
on their breaſts acroſs ; and then 
looked up, intimating a ſolemn 
oath not to hurt us. 

Our men made ſigns, by which 
they made them underſtand, that 
they would come again next morn- 
ing, and alſo that they ſhould bring 
us more eatables ; accordingly, we 
{ent three boats the next morning, 
and our men carried knives, ſciſ- 
ſors, beads, looking glaſſes, combs, 
and any toys they had, not for- 
getting glaſs beads, and glaſs ear- 
rings in bundance. 

The Indians were very ready to 
meet us, and brought us fruits and 
herbs as before; but three of them, 
who ſtood at a diſtance, held each 
of them a creature exactly like a 
goat, but without horns or beard ; 
and theſe were brought to traffick 
with us. 

We brought out our goods, and 

| offered 


* 


282 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 


offered every one ſomething, but 
the variety was ſurprizing to them, 
who had never ſeen ſuch things be- 
fore, But that which was moſt 
valuable of all our things, was a 
hatchet, which one of their prin- 
cipal men took up, and looked at 
it, felt of the edge, and laid it 
down; then took it up again, and 
wanted to know the uſe of it: 
Upon which one of our men took 
it, and ſtepping to a tree that ſtood 
near, cut off a ſmall bough of it 
at one blow: The man was ſur- 
prized, and ran to the tree with it, 
to ſee if he could do the fame, and 
finding he could, helaid it down, ran 
with all his might into the country, 
and ly and by returning, came 
with two men more with him, to 
ſhew them this wonderful thing, a 
hatchet. 

But if they were ſurprized with 
the novelty of a hatchet, our men 
were as much ſurprized to fee 
hanging round the ears of both 
the men that he brought with him, 
large 
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large flat pieces of pure gold. The 
thread which they hung by, was 
made of the hair of the goats 
twiſted very prettily together and 
very ſtrong. | 

Our men offering to handle them, 
to ſee if they were gold, one of 
the men took off his two gold 
bobs, and offered them to our 
men for the hatchet; our men 
ſeemed to make ſome difficulty of 
it, as if the hatchet was of much 
greater value than thoſe trifles ; 
upon which, he being as we found, 
ſuperior, made the other who came 
with him, pull off his two ear- 
jewels alſo; and ſo our unreaſon- 
able people took them all four, 
being of pure gold, and weighing 
together ſome grains above two 
ounces, in exchange for an old 
ruſty hatchet. However unrea- 
ſonable the price was, the purcha- 
ſer did not think it ſo; and ſo over 
fond was he of the hatchet, that 
as ſoon as he had it for his own, 
he ran to the tree, and in a few 


miuutes 
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minutes had ſo laid about him 
with the hatchet, that there was 
not a twig left on it that was within 
his reach, | 

This exchange was a particular 
hint to me; and I preſently direct- 
ed my chief mate, and Captain 
Merlotte, to go on ſhore the next 
day, and acquaint themſelves as 
much as they could with the na- 
tives, and if poſſible, to find out 
where they had this gold, and if 
any quantity was to be found. 
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